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Welcome to Monkmoor Meadows
At 10.5Ha, Monkmoor Meadows is one of the 
largest sites managed by Shrewsbury Town 
Council’s Countryside Team. It forms the 
inside of the bend of the River Severn to the 
north east of Shrewsbury, facing Uffington 
on the other side. It extends from the end of 
Monkmoor Road in the north to the edge of 
Telford Estate in the south.

It is a popular public green space for local 
residents, dog walkers and anglers, and is 
also passed through by walkers on the long-
distance Severn Way walking trail.

Improvement works have been undertaken to 
allow better access and provide increased levels 
of nature conservation.

Working with Shropshire Wildlife Trust, 
Shrewsbury Town Council secured funding 
from the European Regional Development 
Fund for the construction of an all-access path 
with wheelchair ramp, benches, a bridge, new 

fishing pegs and a canoe launch at the south 
end of the site, known as ‘Monkmoor Meadows’.

Wildlife habitats have been created through the 
excavation of wetland scrapes and the planting 
of trees. These hollows help to hold back water 
as flood water subsides and have a different 
community of plants in them compared to the 
surrounding area. The wider grassland is cut in 
a different pattern each year, which means that 
there are always areas of long vegetation to 
provide cover and food for wildlife.

Separate Environment Agency funding has also 
paid for the planting of thousands of native 
trees along the rest of the river loop. 
A hedgerow of around three quarters of a mile 
in length has been established as well as small 
woodland copses and larger individual parkland 
style trees. A total of 4,750 trees.

This site is an active fishery, managed 
by Shrewsbury Town Fisheries.

� @ShrewsburyTC � @shrewsburytowncouncil � @shrewsbury_town_council

History
The historic area of Monkmoor was 
granted to Shrewsbury Abbey soon 
a�er its foundation in 1087 by Helgot, 
Lord of the Manor of Uffington. Much of 
the area was agricultural until the late 
20th century with development of both 
residential and commercial properties. 
There was a ferry that took passengers 
from the banks of Monkmoor to the 
village of Uffington on the other side of 
the river, until the early 20th century.

Image le�: PH/U/1/46 – Uffington Ferry 
Reproduced courtesy of Shropshire Archives

How to get there
Access by foot can be gained from numerous points along Monkmoor Lane or from either 
end of the site along the Severn Way.

Access
The Severn Way long distance path follows 
the path of the river along the entire site. 
The path can be seasonally wet in places 
and the entire site can be unpassable 
during high flood events. The raised 
all-access path from Coseley Avenue 
is generally accessible year-round.

It is also a great place to stop for canoes 
and kayaks as there is a ramp next to the 
southern A49 bridge. 

Parking
The site is only accessible on foot so please 
be courteous to local residents if parking 
on the nearby roads.

The grid reference for the centre of the site is SJ 526 138

The postcode for Monkmoor Lane is SY2 5TL, Coseley Avenue SY2 5UP

Habitat
The main habitat at Monkmoor Meadows 
is grassland meadow, with some wet areas 
and also some areas of coarser vegetation 
which offer good refuge for wildlife.
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White Willow
Salix alba
Along with the other 5 species of native willow found on the site, white 
willow grows well on damp ground or floodplains. Its white appearance 
comes from the small silky hairs on the underside of the leaves. These 
leaves provide food for many creatures, including the eyed hawk moth.

Common Mayfly
Ephemera Danic
These insects have a tendency to hatch out all at once from their larval 
stage and create stunning clouds over the water surface. They may only 
live a few hours and do not feed in the adult stage of their life. Their 
appearance is o�en copied when making fishing flies, as they are 
a favourite food of the brown trout.

Flora and Fauna
The area is home to a range of wildlife with records for almost 200 species on the site including:

Otters
Lutra
The word otter derives from the Old English 
word otor or oter.

These distinctive mammals have been affected 
by river pollution, pesticide use and habitat 
loss, but have now made a strong comeback 
throughout the UK. They feed on fish and build 
a ‘holt’ in the brook bank, where they raise their 
pups, before they disperse at about a year old. 
Look out for them swimming on the surface 
of the water, especially early in the morning.

Sand Martin
Riparia riparia
The smallest of the swallows and martins found 
in the UK, they make the long journey back 
to us from Africa each spring, to make their 
nests in small holes in the sandy banks. They 
are vulnerable to population crashes from both 
droughts in Africa, and flood events in Europe.
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