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Welcome to
 Abbey Gardens
Referred to as a pocket park, Abbey Gardens 
can be found adjacent to the River Severn by 
the English Bridge.

Tucked away between Shrewsbury Colleges 
Group, English Bridge Campus (formerly
 The Wakeman School) and the river, it’s easy 
to miss this tranquil park with mature trees 
and shrubs, benches and paths.

There are many unusual stone fragments of 
buildings dotted around the gardens. John 
Carline (1730-1793), a local builder and architect 
of some renown in the Town, built a house 
alongside the river called Abbey House, which 
in turn became a Technical College in 1899. 
It was replaced by the current building in 1938. 
Carline used the gardens to deposit many 
items of stonework from building work he had 
been involved in. Many of them are from old 
Shrewsbury buildings which no longer exist, 
and their origins are unknown in some cases.

History
One of the first references is by Celia Fiennes (a traveller and writer 1662-1741) who, in 1698, 
mentioned the ‘fine walks’ at Abbey Gardens lined with ornamental shrubs and trees and 
embellished with a greenhouse, one of the first in Shrewsbury. 

The current garden was laid out in 1902 by the Derbyshire landscape architect John 
Barron who incorporated much of the stonework in his design. For example, some 
of this stonework now forms a rockery which is Grade II listed.

The Wakeman School and Arts College (formerly Shrewsbury Technical High School) 
occupied the building next to Abbey Gardens, which formally closed on 19 July 2013.
 The site then became the home of Shrewsbury Sixth Form College.

Parking
The nearest car parks can be found at:

Pay & Display

Abbey Foregate Car Park – 193 Abbey 
Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6AH

St Julian’s Friars, Shrewsbury SY1 1XL

NCP - Wyle Cop, Shrewsbury, SY1 1XE

The postcode for Abbey Gardens is Shrewsbury, SY2 6AA

� @ShrewsburyTC � @shrewsburytowncouncil � @shrewsbury_town_council
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Flora and Fauna
There are many established trees and shrubs in the gardens, including:

Rhododendrons
Rhododendron is a 
very large genus of 
about 1,024 species 
of woody plants in 
the heath family 
(Ericaceae). It is 
either evergreen 
or deciduous.

Azaleas
Azaleas make up two subgenera of 
Rhododendron. They are distinguished from 
“true” rhododendrons by having only five 
anthers per flower. They bloom in spring (April 
and May), with flowers lasting for several weeks. 
They are shade tolerant and prefer a location 
under trees. They are part of the 
family Ericaceae.

Oak Trees
Quercus robur
A large, deciduous tree growing up to 
20-40m tall. Also known as common oak, this 
species grows and matures to form a broad 
and spreading crown with sturdy 
branches underneath.

Willow Trees
Salix
Willows all have abundant watery bark sap, 
which is heavily charged with salicylic acid, so�, 
usually pliant, tough wood, slender branches, 
and large, fibrous, o�en stoloniferous roots. The 
roots are remarkable for their toughness, size, 
and tenacity to live, and roots readily sprout 
from aerial parts of the plant.

Holly
Ilex aquifolium
Festive, neat and prickly. Mature trees can 
grow up to 15m and live for 300 years. The bark 
is smooth and thin with lots of small, brown 
‘warts’, and the stems are dark brown.

Maidenhair Tree
Gingko Biloba
An ancient, primitive tree, fossils of which have 
been found in coal seams formed 250 million 
years ago. It has unusual fan-shaped leaves 
which turn a brilliant amber colour in the 
Autumn. It can reach a height of 30 metres and 
has a slender trunk with drooping foliage. Male 
and female flowers grow on separate trees and 
the fruit resemble small green plums on long 
stalks.

Lime Tree
Tilia x europaea
Native to much of Europe, the tree 
is more common in urban areas and parks.

Kingfisher
Kingfishers are small 
unmistakeable bright 
blue and orange 
birds of slow moving 
or still water. They 
fly rapidly, low over 
water, and hunt 
fish from riverside 
perches, occasionally 
hovering above the 
water’s surface.

Features of Abbey Gardens
Unique Rockery
The Grade II Listed stone rockery was probably 
assembled in the late 19th Century from early 
fragments of stonework dating back to the early 
19th Century. Built against a slope, it comprises 
fragments of sculpture, including a figure of 
Justice, from the portico of Haycock’s Shirehall, 
as a centrepiece flanked by ears of wheat, 
cornucopia and the Salop coat of arms. The 
figure carries a sword with free-standing scales 
in the le� hand. The large stonework of justice 
came from the old Shirehall in The Square which 
had to be rebuilt in the early 1800s.

Other items to look 
out for in the rockery:
There is also a coat of arms, showing three 
leopards, swags and foliage overcoming a 
collection of crossed swords, maces and fasces.

Clock face with standard Roman numerals, with 
leaf-ornamented centrepiece and a banded 
laurel wreath with a round circumference.

Sandstone head.

Ionic Column
Fragment of capital from Ionic column, 
also from Haycock’s Shirehall.

Font
Believed to be Norman, although its origin 
is unknown.

Statue
Located in the gardens is the statue of Rowland 
Hill (1800-1875), 2nd Viscount Hill, nephew of 
Lord Rowland Hill, 2nd Lord Hill of Hawkstone 
Park. Member of Parliament for Shropshire 
from 1821-1832 and then North Shropshire from 
1832 to 1842, and Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire 
1845-1875.

Ornamental Seating
Look out for the Corporation seat dated 1893.

The Wakeman ‘Look Up’ Trail
On either side of the steps of the college 
building can be seen examples of the Wakeman 
plaques. When the Wakeman School closed 
in 2013, hundreds of these small plaques, 
created by pupils over the years, were found in 
a cupboard and were mounted on boards and 
placed in numerous places around the Town. 
There is a Wakeman Trail tour which includes 
all the locations.

View from 
Abbey Gardens
English Bridge
The original bridge was built between 1768 
and 1774 on the site of a much older bridge with 
houses on it. It was rebuilt in 1925, reusing some 
of the original stone, and was widened and its 
gradient was reduced. It was re-opened by 
Queen Mary on 13 August 1927.

A Guide to the Skyline Buildings
To the far le�, the tower of St Julian’s Church 
can be seen. The lower part of the tower is 12th 
Century red sandstone whilst the upper part is 
15th Century yellow sandstone.

Next is the spire of St Alkmund’s Church, which 
is 15th Century Perpendicular in style, whilst the 
main body of the church is much later, having 
been pulled down in 1788 and re-built in 1794-5 
by John Carline and John Tilly.

St Mary’s Church, which is situated in the centre 
of Shrewsbury, has a Norman tower topped by a 
15th Century steeple which, at 138� high, is one 
of the three tallest spires in England.

Overlooking the river is the former Royal 
Salop Infirmary, part of which is now The Parade 
Shopping Centre. It was originally a brick town 
house and was established as an infirmary in 1745. 
It was replaced by a larger building of Grinshill 
stone in 1830 at a cost of £18,755 of which more 
than £13,000 was raised by public subscription.
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Abbey Gardens

Welcome to
 Abbey Gardens
Referred to as a pocket park, Abbey Gardens 
can be found adjacent to the River Severn by 
the English Bridge.

Tucked away between Shrewsbury Colleges 
Group, English Bridge Campus (formerly
 The Wakeman School) and the river, it’s easy 
to miss this tranquil park with mature trees 
and shrubs, benches and paths.

There are many unusual stone fragments of 
buildings dotted around the gardens. John 
Carline (1730-1793), a local builder and architect 
of some renown in the Town, built a house 
alongside the river called Abbey House, which 
in turn became a Technical College in 1899. 
It was replaced by the current building in 1938. 
Carline used the gardens to deposit many 
items of stonework from building work he had 
been involved in. Many of them are from old 
Shrewsbury buildings which no longer exist, 
and their origins are unknown in some cases.

History
One of the first references is by Celia Fiennes (a traveller and writer 1662-1741) who, in 1698, 
mentioned the ‘fine walks’ at Abbey Gardens lined with ornamental shrubs and trees and 
embellished with a greenhouse, one of the first in Shrewsbury. 

The current garden was laid out in 1902 by the Derbyshire landscape architect John 
Barron who incorporated much of the stonework in his design. For example, some 
of this stonework now forms a rockery which is Grade II listed.

The Wakeman School and Arts College (formerly Shrewsbury Technical High School) 
occupied the building next to Abbey Gardens, which formally closed on 19 July 2013.
 The site then became the home of Shrewsbury Sixth Form College.

Parking
The nearest car parks can be found at:

Pay & Display

Abbey Foregate Car Park – 193 Abbey 
Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6AH

St Julian’s Friars, Shrewsbury SY1 1XL

NCP - Wyle Cop, Shrewsbury, SY1 1XE

The postcode for Abbey Gardens is Shrewsbury, SY2 6AA

� @ShrewsburyTC � @shrewsburytowncouncil � @shrewsbury_town_council


