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1. SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL’S MARKET RIGHTS

Shrewsbury Town Council is the owner of the Market Rights granted by Royal Charter.

This means that the Town Council is entitled to seek legal protection from any disturbance of those rights ie any rival markets.

This protection extends to 6 ⅔ miles from any Town Council run market, including the Harlescott Sunday Market, and so extends beyond the Council’s local government boundary.

Any person or organisation wishing to operate a rival market within 6⅔ miles of one of the Council’s markets may only do so with the Council’s agreement. A licence can be issued which will waive the Council’s right to take legal action for that event.

The licence only relates to the Council’s market rights. The organiser must obtain any other consents and permissions needed, whether statutory or private.

2. DEFINITION OF MARKETS

The definition of a market covers any collection of ‘buyers’ and ‘sellers’ acting effectively as one unit, however loosely. For the purposes of licensing, the Council considers that a minimum of five sellers constitutes a market.

Another market within the Councils 6⅔ miles protection would be deemed a rival market and a disturbance in this context is irrespective of the type of goods sold or the general nature of the market.

This includes all car boot sales, farmers markets, craft events, and collector’s fairs and any other event which has five or more sellers attending.

The Council will take all steps including legal action where necessary to protect its rights.

Jumble Sales, where the proceeds of which will benefit one organisation, will not constitute a market.

3. LICENSING POLICY

Any person or organisation wishing to operate a rival market within 6⅔ miles of one of the Council’s markets may do so with the Council’s agreement.

The Council is willing to waive its rights to protection by the issuing of a licence for occasional events such as car boot sales and specialist markets / fairs for which a fee is charged.

No organisation or individual will be licensed to hold a more than 6 events in any 12 month period without prior agreement.

Licenses are issued subject to the conditions as set out.

No refunds will be given if the event is cancelled, however the Council at its discretion and in exceptional circumstances may give consideration to using that fee for a rearranged date.

Council Officers will make periodic visits to check events.

The Council reserves the right to refuse to grant a licence in any case.

4. CONDITIONS OF LICENCE

Operators shall ensure that only goods referred to in their licence shall be sold at their event.

The permitted market is to be held in accordance with any necessary statutory or common law permissions or requirements or private rights.

Sellers at Car Boot Sales shall be restricted to householders selling surplus household articles.

The sale of new goods will not be permitted other than at specialist markets.

The car boot sale description will also cover events such as computer, records, and toy and book fairs providing all other car boot criteria are met.

Any venue hosting more than six events per year must pay the rate for Commercial events.

The balance of the fee for Commercial events must be paid to the Town Council within 7 days of the event.

Car registration numbers or names and addresses must be taken of all sellers where the sale is held within the Town Boundary in accordance with the Markets Rights.

5. LICENCE FEES – CLASSIFICATIONS

The classification depends on the organiser / operator of the event not the stall holders.

Commercial Charity 

A host organisation allows a commercial operator to run a fund-raising car boot sale or speciality market.

A registered charity number must be provided.

Non-Commercial Charity Events

Where a charity, sporting, political, social group or school organises a fund-raising car boot sale or speciality market.

Maximum of five events per calendar year.

No charge.

Commercial Events

Anything other than the above.

10% per unit hire charge (see licence application section).

Jumble sales where although they maybe more than one stall there is only one seller e.g. a jumble sale for church funds, would not need a licence, as all proceeds from the sale of goods as opposed charges for renting out of stalls will go to the church. 

	
Are you a private market operator wishing to organise car boot sales or specialist markets (antiques fair etc) for commercial or personal gain?

Are you a charity, sporting, political, social group or school wishing to organise or host six events or more in one calendar year?
	ð YES ð
	You need to apply for a Licence at the commercial rate

	Are you a charity, sporting, political, social group or school wishing to host a private car boot sale or specialist market (antiques fair etc) for less than six occasions per calendar year?
	ð YES ð
	You need to apply for a Licence at the charity rate

	Are you a charity, sporting, political, social group or school wishing to organise an event where a charge will be made for spaces and where your group receives the proceeds of those charges? or where no charge is made for stalls / spaces which are staffed by volunteers and your group receives the proceeds of the sale?
Or your event has less than five stalls.
Or your venue will not exceed six events per year.
	ð YES ð
	Non-Commercial charity.

You do not need a licence!



6. LICENCE APPLICATIONS

Applications for licences must be made on the official application form attached; additional forms can be obtained from the Town Council at the address below.

Please return completed application forms to:

Shrewsbury Town Council
Livesey House
7 St. John’s Hill
Shrewsbury
SY1 1JD

To arrive not less than 28 days before the date of the event.

The required fee or deposit, as outlined on page 6, must accompany all applications. Cheques should be made payable to Shrewsbury Town Council.

Applicants will receive results of their application in writing. The Council accepts no responsibility for any expenses, losses incurred, as a result of applicants acting prematurely – before the licence has been issued.

A post event form will be sent out with all licences, this should be completed and returned to us within 7 days of the event.

Any organisation not completing the post event form as required will not be granted any further licenses until compliance.

7. OPERATORS’ OBLIGATIONS

You should ensure no nuisance is caused to local residents and that any refuse arising is disposed of properly.

You should ensure that all traders at your event conduct themselves in a proper, orderly manner, remember it is your event so your reputation is at stake.

At all times you should consider the Health & Safety and welfare of the public and other traders.

Particular attention should be paid to the safe movement of the vehicles on site and also driving on and off site, with access being maintained for emergency services.

Ensure you have public liability insurance.

The Council may from time to time need to consult with external organisations / groups such as Police, Highways Dept, Trading Standards, Emergency Services and residential parties.

8. SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL MARKETS

Shrewsbury Indoor Market, Claremont Street – Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday

& Ride Shrewsbury Sunday Market, Harlescott Park & Ride - Sunday

Shrewsbury Cattlemarket, Battlefield – Tuesday
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FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
Licence No :_______________________

Receipt No :_______________________

Amount Paid : _____________________




APPLICATION FORM FOR A PRIVATE MARKET 
Includes car boot sales, craft, antique & collectors’ fairs and any other events having five or more vendors

Before completing, please refer to Shrewsbury Town Council’s Private Markets and Car Boot Policy

	Operator / Organiser’s Name:
	

	Address
	

	Telephone Nos:
	

	Email address:
	

	Nature of the proposed market (e.g., car boot sale, craft fair, computer fair)
	

	Type of goods to be sold
	

	Venue of proposed Market
	

	Day and Date/s of Proposed Market
	

	Opening Hours of Proposed Market
	

	Name and address of site owner / occupier
(If different to organiser):
	

	Has the above given permission to use the land?
	YES/NO

	Charge per Trading Space
	£

	Number of spaces expected to be let
	

	Type of Event
	Commercial / Non-Commercial / For Registered Charity
Delete as appropriate


	If not commercial: Name and address of any non-commercial or charitable organisation
benefitting from the market
	

	Registered Charity Number (if applicable) This must be supplied or the commercial rate will apply
	



I have read the guidance notes and agree to abide by the conditions

I enclose the fee / deposit of £______________ (see list of fees)

Signed:__________________________  Name: ________________________  Date:_______

If signing on behalf of a company please state your authority to sign.

If the proceeds are going to charity or non-commercial organisation please also sign the 
declaration overleaf.

Completion of this application does not entitle the granting of a licence. The Council will notify you of the decision as soon as possible after receipt.
 


Non-Commercial Events

I declare that all monies raised from the letting of the spaces at this event will be donated to: _________________________________________ (Name of Charity / Fund)

and that if required I will produce evidence by way of a receipt signed by the treasurer of the Charity / Fundraising Committee.

Signed: __________________________Name: ________________________ Date: _______



Shrewsbury Town Council

COMMERCIAL EVENTS

The charge is 10% of the takings per unit/pitch/vehicle for each day. 

NON-COMMERCIAL CHARITY EVENTS

There is no charge for Non-Commercial events, subject to criteria being met.

REGISTERED CHARITIES

The charge for Registered Charities hosting a rival market is a flat rate of £30.00 for a maximum of five events; this amount is payable in advance and should be submitted with the 
application form. Each subsequent event may be subject to an additional charge.

A registered charity number must be supplied: if a registered number is not supplied then the non-commercial rate will apply.

Charity or Non-Commercial Charity events comprising of more than five events per calendar year will be charged at the commercial rate quoted above.

PLEASE NOTE:

All cheques should be made payable to Shrewsbury Town Council and sent with this application form to Shrewsbury Town Council, Livesey House, 7 St. John’s Hill, Shrewsbury SY1 1JD.

In line with Section 37 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, the Council requires at least one month’s notice of any intention to operate or hold certain events. This application is deemed to be sufficient notification.

Officers of Shrewsbury Town Council may visit your event to ensure conditions are adhered to.
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