SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Recreation & Leisure Committee

Held in the Shrewsbury Room at Rowley’s House, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Wednesday 3 February 2016
PRESENT – Councillors J Tandy (Chair), K Pardy (Vice Chairman), Mrs B Baker, A Bannerman, I Jones, Mrs K Owen & K Roberts
IN ATTENDANCE – Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Mike Cox (Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager), Ruth Jones (acting Committee Clerk)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Councillor M Kenny
48/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT
	Shropshire Councillors
	Twin hatted members declared a personal interest in matters relating to the Town Council’s relationship with Shropshire Council

	Councillor Tandy
	Non-Pecuniary interest in the events update as he personally knows the organiser of Shrewsbury Fields. 


49/15
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 2 December 2015 were submitted as circulated and read. 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 2 December be approved and signed as a correct record.
50/15
MATTERS ARISING
Ref: 35.1 – Springfield Recreation Ground.  The Town Clerk reported that the trees have now been planted and the installation of the bollards will follow.
Ref: 36/15 – Shrewsbury in Bloom.  The Town Clerk reported that the bulbs have been distributed to Members, Schools & Community Groups.
Ref: 35.4 – Radbrook.  The Town Clerk advised that Mouchel are still to provide additional information relating to the footway improvements for Radbrook Road.
Ref: 41.3 – Shropshire Horticultural Society – Provision for a new drainage connection for toilets.  The Town Clerk advised that SHS are to provide additional information relating to the drainage connection along Victoria Avenue.

Ref: 41.4 – Canoe Hire.  The Town Clerk confirmed that the Canoe Operator remains interested in operating in the Quarry, however additional information is required.

Ref: 41.4 – Creation of Junior Parkrun.  The Town Clerk confirmed that the Parkrun organisers are progressing the setting up of the Junior Parkrun which will take place on a Sunday morning.
Ref: 43.1 – Greenfield Play Area.  The Operations Manager reported that continuous work is taking place to improve the ground from the pro-longed wet weather conditions.  It was reported that additional matting is being considered.
Ref: 44.4 – St Mary’s Church.  Councillor Bannerman sought an update on parking arrangements at St Mary’s.  The Town Clerk appraised Members of the long standing history behind the need to implement parking restrictions in the grounds of St Mary’s.  The Operations Manager reported on recent discussions with the Churches Conservation Trust, who wished to ban cars altogether to improve the area as a tourist attraction.
51/15
QUARRY

51.1 - Events 2016. The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager circulated an updated list of events in the Quarry for 2016.   
It was reported that the Lions Fun Day had been cancelled, due to the lack of volunteers for the event.

The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that negotiations are underway with Shrewsbury Fields regarding the summer festival.  Relevant paperwork has been received, however confirmation is required from the Safety Advisory Group (SAG) and Licensing.  Public access will be available along Victoria Avenue throughout the festival.
Camping will take place at Frankwell, which will be secured by heras fencing and manned 24/7.  The event will be Fri & Sat 11am – 11pm and Sunday will be comedy acts.  
Whilst the majority of events fall under the Quarry Premises Licence, Temporary Event Notices for the bars will be applied for to allow a cool down period and eliminate a mass exit.   
That Members agreed in-principle to the event taking place, however it would be left to the Officers discretion, following consultation with SAG and Licensing.   

RECOMMENDED:

That the Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager continues the discussions with Shrewsbury Fields.
51.2 – Establishing a Re-instatement Policy for inclusion with Event Booking Pack.  The Town Clerk reported on the need for a re-instatement policy which will be provided with event booking details.  The Policy would need to include a wet weather contingency, request for a 24 hour contact number and confirmation that all events will be overseen by the Quarry Team Leader.
The Operations Manager reported on reinstatement work following the Christmas Festival and advised that the top part of the Quarry is currently being protected to allow the new turf to settle.
RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk prepares a Re-instatement Policy for further consideration by the Committee.
51.3 – Product Placement in Quarry.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported recent discussions with a major town centre based car dealership wishing to use the Quarry for promotional product placement.  
Discussions took place around the liability and fee.  The Town Clerk added that this could potentially be a marketing tool for promoting Shrewsbury.
RESOLVED:

That the Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager prepares a policy & guidance for Product Placement in the Quarry. 
51.4 – Icecream Vendor.  The Town Clerk reported on a request by the Icecream Vendor for a semi-permanent kiosk to be sited in the Quarry between Easter and October half-term.  Discussions have taken place with planners about Permitted Development Rights for such a structure.
Members agreed in principle to having a semi-permanent structure, this however being subject to approval on specific location, design, security and removal during flooding.
RECOMMENDED:

That the Town Clerk liaises with the Vendor requesting additional information for presenting to the members. 
52/15
MARKETS

The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that 96% of the units are currently being utilised, with a waiting list of 14, who would like to operate all week.

Members felt that with the increased numbers of eateries in the Market Hall, the ventilation needs improving.
RCOMMENDED:

The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager to check the ventilation is working adequately.
53/15
PLAY

53.1 – Quarry Play Area and Paddling Pool.  The Operations Manager reported that the re-development is progressing well.  It was advised that the developer has found that the gradient between the paddling pool and play area is too great to level off with wet pour and may potentially require additional hard-core.
The Operations Manager reported that the Hornbeam located next to the Play Area is diseased and may need removing. 
RESOLVED:

(i) That the Operations Manager instructs the paddling pool developer to continue with the additional work if required.

(ii) That the Operations Manager liaises with Shropshire Council’s Tree Officer regarding the safety of the tree.

54/15
RECREATION GROUND MATTERS

54.1 – Monkmoor Recreation Ground.  The Town Clerk reported that an incident had recently occurred, however the individuals have been arrested.  CCTV is in operation and the Police have increased their patrols.  It was reported that the Detached Youth Workers Team are also working in the area.  
The Town Clerk advised that the Secretary of State has now approved the transfer of land, including the Recreation Ground however the pavilion is still to be agreed.  
54.2 – Kynaston Road Recreation Ground.  The Operations Manager discussed the report regarding the installation of the security fencing to the perimeter of the recreation ground, as this will assist in reducing the ASB in the area during nuisance week.  It was reported that Severnside are in agreeance with the gate.  
The Operations Manager reported that BLT would pay towards the installation & purchase of the gate.  Discussions took place and Members agreed with the installation of the security fencing.  Councillor Price was happy to support the use of the Solar Farm funds for this.

RECOMMENDED:

(i) That the Operations Manager submits a funding request for the cost of the security gate to BLT for approval.
(ii) That the Operations Manager forwards the costs to the Finance & General Purposes Committee on 8th February for approval.

54.3 – Boiler House Pitch.  The Town Clerk reported that LJC funding had been received for drainage improvements, which was carried out last Summer.  The work has proved to be very successful and there are no drainage issues. 
54.4 – Silks Meadow.  The Town Clerk reported on progress to facilitate floodlighting at Silks Meadow.  A power supply had now been installed and the cost of floodlighting was in the region of £7,000.  The club had £2,000 towards the cost.
RECOMMENDED:

That the Town Clerk forwards the costs to the Finance & General Purposes Committee on 8th February for approval.
55/15
CHRISTMAS

55.1 – Christmas Events. The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that the Christmas events had been successful and were very well attended.   
55.2 – Procurement of Christmas Lights.  The Town Clerk reported that the procurement process is to begin, so the tender documents are ready for Oct/Nov so prospective tenderers are in a position to see the current lighting stock is in place.
56/15
TEAM SHREWSBURY


56.1 – Alternative Giving Scheme.  The Town Clerk reported that details of the scheme had been circulated amongst the Members.  The unveiling of the boxes will take place on 4th March by the Mayor, Shrewsbury Ark & Street Pastors.

56.2 – Purple Flag.  The Town Clerk reported that Shrewsbury has successfully achieved Purple Flag status.  The Purple Flag team will now be looking to create a Supplementary Planning Document for the vision of the NTE.

57/15
DEVELOPER DISCUSSION

57.1 – Archers Fields, Shillington Drive.   The Operations Manager reported that discussions are ongoing with Persimmon Homes for finalising the landscaping scheme.

57.2 – Open Space Adoption Policy.  The Town Clerk reported that discussions are taking place with developers regarding the adoption of open space.  The policy will stipulate that any attenuations are suitable for vehicular access and would allow routine grounds maintenance equipment to maintain the ponds.
