SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Recreation & Leisure Committee

Held in the Shrewsbury Room at Rowley’s House, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Wednesday 2 December 2015
PRESENT – Councillors J Tandy (Chair), I Jones, M Kenny, K Owen, K Pardy, K Roberts, Cllr A Bannerman
IN ATTENDANCE – Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Mike Cox (Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager), Ruth Jones (acting Committee Clerk)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Councillors Mrs B Baker
38/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT
	Shropshire Councillors
	Twin hatted members declared a personal interest in matters relating to the Town Council’s relationship with Shropshire Council

	Councillor Kenny
	Non-Pecuniary interest in the markets update as he is a trustee of a group that has a stall in the Market Hall 


39/15
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 14 October 2015 were submitted as circulated and read. 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 14 October be approved and signed as a correct record.
40/15
MATTERS ARISING
Ref: 35.1 – Springfield Recreation Ground.  The Town Clerk advised that the trees have now been ordered.  Once planted, these will prevent travellers from accessing the site.
Ref: 36/15 – Shrewsbury in Bloom.  The Operations Manager confirmed that the bulbs have been distributed to members and any surplus will be passed to the community groups and schools.

Ref: 35.2 – Monkmoor Recreation Ground.  Councillor Kenny commented that this should not be forwarded to the Finance & General Purposes Committee, as the community and volunteers assist with the facility, when required.

Ref: 35.4 – Radbrook.  The Operations Manager commented that additional plans had been requested by Councillor Nutting and Mouchel were working on the amendments.
41/15
QUARRY

41.1 - Events 2015. The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager circulated an updated list of events in the Quarry for 2016.   He reported that negotiations are ongoing with Shrewsbury Fields regarding the summer festival.
Discussions took place around the Kids Festival and St Georges Days Celebrations on 23rd and 24th April.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that Shrewsbury Border Scouts will also be utilising the Quarry on St Georges Day.
41.2 – Western Power Network Upgrades.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that Western Power had completed the excavations, carried out re-instatement work and the top dressing will tone down over time.

41.3 - Shropshire Horticultural Society – Provision for new drainage connection for toilets.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that the linking into the drainage along Victoria Avenue would take place along the grass verge and riverbank and any excavation works will be re-instated.  
Discussions took place around the excavation work required and the possible damage that could occur to trees and riverbank.  The Operations Manager advised that any excavations near to trees, would be undertaken by hand and a site meeting will take place prior to starting any works.  

The Town Clerk reported that the new drainage would improve the facilities within the quarry which other users can utilise.  Shropshire Horticultural Society will be providing a plan of all the drains within the Quarry.  
Members agreed with the proposals, however would like a more detailed drawing showing distances and dimensions.

RESOLVED:

That the Operations Manager requests a scaled drawing from the Shropshire Horticultural Society for the proposed works.
41.4(a) – Canoe Hire/Mini Steamboat Trips.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that discussions have been ongoing with a professional local canoe operator and a Midlands Steam boat operator.  These activities would be launched from the concrete pad by Porthill Bridge and will operate from March to September (subject to weather conditions).  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager would like approval for one of these activities to take place.
Members agreed with both activities and the canoe hire should have first option.
RESOLVED:

That the Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager continues his discussions with the Canoe operator for starting Spring 2016.

41.4(b) – Creation of Junior Parkrun.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that currently the Parkrun operates at 9am on a Saturday morning with a distance of 5km which is very popular with approximately 300 runners attending.  Parkrun have asked Members to consider a Junior parkrun to take place on a Sunday morning which will cover a distance of just 2km, the arena area will not be included within the course. 

Members were in agreeance with the request.
RESOLVED:

That the Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager confirms the Members approval to the Parkrun organisers.
42/15
MARKETS

The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that 98.4% of the units are currently being utilised, with a waiting list of 8, who would like to operate all week.

The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that the Christmas lights switch-on went well and the traders were pleased with the turnout.  
43/15
PLAY


43.1 – Greenfield Play Area.  The Operations Manager reported that the new facility was opened on 16th November, it was an excellent turn-out and the facility has been very popular.  There have been issues with the safety surface mats where it has become muddy from overuse and wet weather.  The Operations Manager reported that wetpour was not used as the cost would have increased by over £100,000.  Officers will review the problem areas and consider extending the surfaces, subject to budgetary provision being available.
43.2 – Quarry Play Area and Paddling Pool.  The Operations Manager reported that discussions are ongoing with the successful contractor and the main section of the play area will be kept open until after Christmas.  Harris fencing will be erected around the toddler area and a programme of the construction will be made available.

The Town Clerk reported that discussions are ongoing with Shropshire Council regarding the paddling pool and Solicitors are currently drawing up an agreement.  No additional cost will be incurred for splitting the development, however the water play will not be available for the Easter period.
A draft Works Contract has been compiled which all parties will agreed to and all work will be signed off by the Operations Manager and Finance Officer prior to any payments being made.

44/15
RECREATION GROUND MATTERS

44.1 – Monkmoor Recreation Ground.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that the astroturf for the penalty hole has been ordered and when inspected it was confirmed that the surface should last for a further 2 – 4 years.  
44.2 – Springfield Recreation Ground.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that the location is currently used for Disc Golf.  The Shrewsbury Disc Golf Club would like to submit an application for expanding from 8 to 16 holes.  The Club currently strim around the posts, clear up dog mess and litter whilst they are utilising the recreation ground.  Increasing the holes the facility would be able to partake in Midland League Tournaments
Members were in agreeance with the increase, providing all re-instatement works are carried out.
RESOLVED:

That the Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager meets with club members to discuss pruning trees with a view to extending the course.
44.3 – Kynaston Road Recreation Ground.  The Operations Manager reported that bonfire night was a concern at this location.  Youths vandalised boundary fence panels and the main issue is the footpath from Langford Green, groups use this as a short cut to dump materials on the Recreation Ground.

Councillor Jones updated Members of the issues that have been taking place in the vicinity and that 2 properties where targeted.  Councillor Jones would like Members to consider fitting a gate on the footpath from Langford Green and providing security fencing to the properties targeted


RECOMMENDED:

That Officers seek further clarification of boundaries and consult with Severnside Housing over the installation of a security gate from Langford Green.

That the Operations Manager provides additional information regarding ownership and whether other parties will assist with improving the location.  A further report will be circulated for the Recreation & Leisure Committee on 3rd February 2016.

Mayor left the meeting


44.4 – St Mary’s Church.  The Town Clerk reported that those using the facility are undermining the stability of the site.  The paved surface has recently been damaged by large vehicles resulting in trip hazards.

Discussions took place around the over usage of the area and considered a number of options to control parking.
RECOMMENDED:


That the Town Clerk contacts Robert Milton, St Marys Curator to agree on a way forward to limit the parking usage at St Mary’s.
45/15
CHRISTMAS

45.1 Switch-on/Carols in the Square. The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that the lights switch-on was a success and the public dwelled around the town for longer.  The lantern parade went well and the PA system was available in The Square, St Alkmunds & Pride Hill.

Carols in the Square is taking place on the 16th December, which will have the same format.
46/15
TEAM SHREWSBURY


46.1 – Expansion of Team Shrewsbury.  A report had been circulated on Team Shrewsbury on how the partners are working more collaborately and the consideration for expanding the initiative to incorporate the South and North areas.
The Town Clerk reported that the Chief Executive of the PCC likes the collaborative working and sees it being transformational.  An Operational Plan has been developed for Team Anywhere.

46.2 – Nuisance Week and Bonfire Night.  The Operations Manager reported that it had been a real success apart from Kynaston Road.  Next year the partnership will be based from the Kynaston Road Recreation Centre and will consist of SFRS, STC & WMP.

46.3 – Purple Flag.  The Town Clerk reported that a portfolio had been submitted to Purple Flag ATCM where they assess the night time economy.  An assessment took place on 28th November and the assessors where very impressed with the Team Shrewsbury approach.  
47/15
DEVELOPER DISCUSSION

47.1 – Weir Hill.  The Operations Manager reported that discussions are ongoing with Shropshire Council to support the Councils Planning decision regarding more valuable green space and not fragmented.  Shrewsbury Juniors had requested a 3G pitch, however one is available at Shrewsbury College.

The Town Clerk reported that the access road onto London Road, would have to be carried out at the same time as Preston Street.


47.2 – Shrewsbury South Community Centre Feasibility Study.  The Town Clerk reported that £10,000 has been set aside by the LJC and they are currently identifying the existing needs of the area.  A workshop recently took place which Members were invited to, where they looked at wishes and aspirations.  Report will be published in January with a review in March.  Indicative plans are currently being drawn up.
