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FREQUENTLY ASKED GRASS CUTTING QUESTIONS IN THE SHREWSBURY AREA
During the grass cutting season, Shrewsbury Town Council receives a number of enquiries from the general public over grass cutting standards and frequency of cut.
Grass is determined in the following categories:
SPORTS
Fine grass
This includes:
· bowling greens
· croquet lawns
· cricket wickets
· tennis courts 
· competition football pitch at the Sports Village
These areas are cut and collected with fine bladed cylinder mowers (subject to climatic condition).
The frequency of cut is weekly or more frequently due to fixture bookings where additional preparation work is required eg cricket wickets.
· Bowling greens cut at 5mm
· Croquet lawns cut at 7.5-8mm
· Tennis courts cut at 9mm
· Cricket squares cut at 12mm
· Cricket outfield cut at 13mm
Fine ornamental grass
These areas include:
· The Dingle
· pocket parks
· The Castle grounds
These areas are cut and collected weekly with pedestrian mowers (subject to climatic conditions).
Periodic cuts are made during the Autumn/Winter period topping the grass with more regular cuts from April–October.
Amenity grass
Work to be undertaken by a three-man team on average 21-28 working day cycle subject to climatic conditions, breakdowns. 
These areas are defined as:
· Public highways – responsibility of Shropshire Council
· Visibility splays – responsibility of Shropshire Council
· Where practicable, hard surfaces will be blown off to remove grass arisings.  However, engrained staining from the machines may remain.
NO COVER WILL BE PROVIDED FOR STAFF HOLIDAYS AND SICKNESS.
Longden Road Cemetery – responsibility of Shropshire Council
· Rural cemeteries						responsibility of
· Rural closed churchyards (defined areas only)		Shropshire Council
· Where practicable, headstones will be blown off to remove arisings.  Headstones containing personal mementoes will not be blown free of grass arisings.
· During inclement weather conditions, it is extremely difficult to remove by blowers grass clippings from memorial headstones.
Town Council acts as the approved contractor on public highways, cemeteries, rural cemeteries and rural closed churchyards.  Mowing will be undertaken as close as practicable to street furniture, trees, hedges and obstacles, including memorial headstones.
Amenity grass will be cut between 31st March and 30th September subject to climatic conditions, mechanical breakdowns and public holidays.  Once a dedicated round is completed the operative starts again on the round.
The work will be undertaken using a combination of ride-on, propelled and pedestrian controlled machinery - clippings will remain on the grass surface.
NO COVER WILL BE PROVIDED FOR STAFF HOLIDAYS AND SICKNESS.
Sponsored Amenity Traffic Islands
These islands are sponsored by businesses who contribute financially towards extra maintenance standards as part of their floral sponsorship package.  This includes islands being cut and collected or cut using mulching decks to improve the appearance of the grass sward. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Arisings are removed or mulched 16-21 working days – frequency subject to climatic conditions.
Town Council and Amenity Green Space
Includes:
· The Quarry				Cut with
· Recreational areas			tractor/rotary
· Larger green public spaces		mowing deck
· Closed churchyards
· Play areas
The Town Council will maintain these areas by mowing as close as practicable to street furniture, trees, hedges and obstacles.  
Amenity grass will be cut every 16-21 working days between 31st March and 31st October subject to climatic conditions, mechanical breakdown and public holidays.
The work will be undertaken using a tractor and rotary mowing deck, ride-on and pedestrian controlled machinery.  Clippings will remain on the grass surface and clippings on pedestrian areas will be blown off using hand-operated blowers.


War Graves
These are classed as ornamental areas and are cut and collected.  This is funded by the War Graves Commission.
· Longden Road
Crematorium grounds
These areas are maintained as a separate contract with Dignity, however ornamental fine grass, amenity, naturalised and conservation areas are to the same specified standards.
Naturalised Areas
These are areas of grass for wild flower species acting as a buffer zone and are found along hedgerows, fences, defined boundaries, the perimeter of wooded areas, etc.
Some of these are cut once annually in late Autumn/Winter using a tractor mounted flail and/or ride-on flail machinery, arisings remain on the surface.
Daffodil Bulbs
Cut usually 8-10 weeks after flowering using flail ride-on machine, arisings left on the surface.  The green foliage must die down and brown off to regenerate the bulb to continue flowering the following season.
Selective Weed Control Town Council
The only areas receiving a selective weed killer are fine ornamental turf areas, sports turf.
Amenity areas are not selective weed killed.
No selective weed killing is undertaken by Shropshire Council.
Highway verges are not selective weed controlled, therefore quite often the grass species are cut but the weed species, such as dandelion, plantains, buttercup and dock leaves, grow quicker.  This gives the impression of a poor cut as often within 24 hours the weed regrowth is vigorous.
Wild Flower Meadows
Including Hubert Way, Copthorne Park.  These areas are cut once annually after flowing allowing seed heads to form.  Arisings are left on the surface to seed.
Conservation Areas
These may be designated areas rich in fauna which are protected or a site of special scientific interest.  These are usually cut annually (July-August) and grass is bailed.
FACTS
Why grass is not collected:
· If grass is cut and collected, ride-on mowers will be required with a collection box or hoppers supported by a vehicle and a high-sided trailer to remove the arisings.
· Cut and collection arising would require being disposed of as green waste and charges are currently around £28 per ton.
· Mowing routes will take considerably longer.
· More fossil fuels will be burnt.
· All nutrients (grass arisings) will be removed from the sward reducing healthy regrowth which will become starved of nutrients.
· This will also have the detrimental effect on insects and wildlife that habitat these areas and rely on the arising as part of the food cycle.
· Cut and collection is more costly.
Obstacles and boundaries:
(For example, lamp columns, street furniture, fire hydrants, signage, bollards, trees, etc.
Fence boundaries, hedgerows, walls and the perimeter of grass should annually be tip sprayed around to assist with mowing operation.
This should be programmed to coincide with the commencement of the grass cutting season followed by a further spray application to reduce grass, weed regrowth.  Shropshire Council to specify frequency.
The responsibility of this task lies with Shropshire Council and their contractor Kier/Assist.
Mowing instruction to STC Operatives:
· Staff are asked not to shred litter, to avoid badly littered verges and report these to Shropshire Council.  The majority of problems are on highway verges.
· Operatives try to avoid mowing streets on bin/recycling days.
· If vehicles, skips, deliveries, abandoned vehicles are left on verges the mowing machines will not be re-programmed to visit, neither will staff door-knock.  Therefore, areas may be missed due to unforeseen obstacles being present. 
Machines
The majority of machines used are fitted with multiple rotary decks which cope with cutting longer grass.  Clippings are left on the surface.  Machines are fitted with separate pedestrian blowers.  Clippings lying on hard surfaces should be blown off using the pedestrian blower.
Ingrained grass from the machine’s wheels often stain hard surfaces and the blower is unable to remove these markings.  These will disappear due to climatic conditions.
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