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SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

FULL COUNCIL

4 SEPTEMBER 2017
Responsible Officer: Helen Ball (Town Clerk)
COUNTY GROUND

1
Purpose of Report
To update members on the work so far undertaken by the Beacons Cricket Club regarding improvements to the County Ground Pavilion.
2
Background
The County Ground at Frankwell has long-since been a recreational facility that is shared by a number of sporting bodies with the Beacons Cricket Club taking as active lead on the facility’s management.

Working with other users of the site, they have taken an active involvement in how the facilities might be redeveloped to allow for greater usage, combat some of the disadvantages from flooding and for them provide a cricket facility that could ultimately attract county matches.

There have been a number of meetings, which have included our staff to look at what an improved facility could look like and through the goodwill of their key sponsor Saxonby they have had some design proposals drawn up.  These would allow greater use of the facilities and provide for disabled access facilities, which because of flooding and everything being at first floor this has never been possible.  This would be in the region of £300k although there was possibly some in-kind support that might reduce this cost by upwards of 25%.
3
Funding this project
Representatives from Beacons Cricket Club met with the Town Clerk & Operations Manager to discuss how such proposals may be able to be taken forward.  This was discussed in more detail at the Recreation & Leisure Committee at which Steve Reece (Beacons Cricket Club) & Richard Green (Shrewsbury Canoe Club) attended.
Funding was discussed and whilst their respective governing bodies are amenable to financially supporting the project in currently unknown levels it is clear that security of tenure will become an issue and more formal tenancy arrangements of leases would have to be considered as opposed to informal licences that currently stand.

The redevelopment of this facility has been part of the Shrewsbury Placeplan since the document’s establishment and having gone down a formal public approval route this could provide the necessary parameters to utilise CIL Neighbourhood funding which we are currently retaining.

4
Way Forward

Recreation & Leisure Committee were keen to recommend this as a project for consideration but before specific costs can be ascertained the outline plans would need to be developed to meet first planning permission stage and then tender and construction stage.  

Ideally Beacons Cricket Club would like to complete their 2018 fixture commitments early which would allow for enough build window to be ready for the 2019 season taking into account potential flooding risk.
We have received some indicative costs for planning submission plans and given the proximity to the conservation area and the location within the flood zone these are:

Plans





5000

Topographical Survey



  600

Ecology Survey



1000

Drainage Proposals



1500

Design & Access



  400

Planning Fee




  350

Total 





8850

Members would need to consider the following:

1. Is the Council in principle supportive of the development of the County Ground Pavilion as presented?

2. Would the Council be mindful to fund the project through CIL Neighbourhood Fund?

3. If the Council wishes to seek external funding, possibly through the sporting organisations, is it mindful to enter into formal lease arrangements potentially with a 25-year tenure?

4. Would the Council be mindful to kickstart the project by funding the necessary planning/design costs to allow permissions to be sought?
