SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Recreation & Leisure Committee

Held in the Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Wednesday 05 April 2017
PRESENT – Councillors J Tandy (Chair), Mrs A Chebsey, I Jones, Mrs K Owen, K Pardy and K Roberts.
IN ATTENDANCE – Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Mike Cox (Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager) and Rebecca Oliver (Committee Clerk).
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies were received from Councillors Mrs B Baker and A Bannerman.
53/16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT
There were no declarations of interest.
54/16
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 01 February 2017 were submitted as circulated and read. 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 
01 February 2017 be approved and signed as a correct record.
55/16
MATTERS ARISING
55.1
Ref: Minutes 51/16
As the minutes of all Committee meetings are made public on our website, the Shropshire Star read and ran a story on the complaints made about the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) in the last meeting.  The CPS contacted the Town Clerk for questioning and are investigating the allegations.  

55.2
Battle of Bligny
The 06 June 2018 will mark the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Bligny.  The Mayor asked whether the Town Council could ask the Light Infantry Association if they will be holding a commemorative event for this occasion and offer our support.
RECOMMENDED:

That the Town Clerk liaises with the Light Infantry Association regarding a commerative event to mark the 100th Anniversary of the Battle of Bligny. 


55.3
Wilfred Owen Bust
The Town Clerk reported that she still awaits feedback from the Wilfred Owen Bust sculptor who is investigating obtaining funding to purchase a stone plinth.  He expects it to cost around £200 although Mary Webb’s plinth cost £3500.
56/16
QUARRY
56.1 Update of Events in the Quarry for 2017
The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager circulated an updated list of Events for the Quarry for 2017.  He reported on the following:

· The Darwin Drama Course is a new event running from 31 May to 02 June.  A member of the Birmingham Rep will be dressed up as Charles Darwin and fishing (acting) in the Dingle.  This will be for the purposes of visiting school children.
· The Naming Ceremony on 03 June will be in the bandstand for an Australian Family who are travelling over especially for the event.
· BID yoga sessions on several dates in June are new events and will be held at 7:30am.

· The Community Play will be in the bandstand on 15 – 16 July subject to grant funding being received.

In relation to the Flower Show preparation, Councillor Roberts asked if an alternative method to marking out the stands could be considered as the current ‘wooden pegs and white string’ method is a trip hazard.

The 80’s concert to be held in the Quarry on 27 May was expected to sell 4,500 tickets but already sales have exceed 5,500.  Final sales are now expected to be nearer 8k.  Over a quarter of those ticket sales are to people from the Birmingham/Solihull areas.

56.2 Update on the Junior Park Run
A very successful trial Junior Park Run was held on 26 February with 150 children participating.  This event will be held on Sunday mornings and participating numbers will be monitored.  The adult Park Run now involves 400 runners and continues to increase in popularity.
The Mayor expressed his delight at seeing fitness taking off and involving so many adults, children and families.

56.3 Opening Hours

The opening hours of The Dingle have now changed to the summer times and therefore will now stay open until 6pm.

The Splashpark is being prepared to be re-opened, extensive water testing is being carried out and staff are undergoing training.  Members discussed whether to open the facility at Easter or May 1st, Bank Holiday and agreed to leave it to Officers’ discretion based on the weather.  The Operations Manager reported there has been no vandalism as all the features are removed over the winter.

RESOLVED:
That Officers open the Splashpark at either Easter or on May Bank Holiday depending on the weather.  

57/16
MARKETS
57.1
Markets Update

The Outdoor Recreation and Asset Manager reported a 97.5% occupancy of the market with seven traders on the waiting list wanting a full week.  
The Birds Nest café has been awarded winner of the Best Independent Coffee Shop/Café in the regional 2017 What’s On Awards.
The Mayor expressed his concerns about empty shop units in the town, the number of which he expects to rise with the increasing business rates.  The OR&AM has suggested to Shropshire Council to set up ‘pop up’ shops in the empty units below the Market.  The traders on the waiting list for the market could be approached to fill these on short-term leases until a market stall becomes available.  Shropshire Council are not supportive of this idea.

A discussion about the different traders that occupy shop units vs market stalls and the factors that influence each was debated.

57.2
Market Mix for the Market Hall

The OR&AM explained the market works to encourage a mix of traders in the market, which is constantly monitored.  This is also done to protect the Town Council should they have to reject a trader due to the products they are selling.  They always consider whether the new trader will increase footfall into the market and what impact the newcomer will have on existing stallholders.
The Town Clerk confirmed that the Market is still managed jointly by Shropshire Council and Shrewsbury Town Council and this is unlikely to change. 
58/16
RECREATION GROUND & OPEN SPACE MATTERS


Officers provided an update on the following projects:

58.1 Silks Meadow

Members welcomed the update that confirmed that the four floodlight columns have been installed at Silks Meadow and the work has been completed ahead of the start of the Bowling season.  The club now hopes membership numbers will increase as games can now be played at home at both the start and end of the season, rather than confining home games to the middle of the season during the lighter nights.
Councillor Chebsey was especially pleased for this update as she has campaigned for this work for many years.  Members requested that this success story be advertised.
RESOLVED:
That suitable press coverage be initiated once the Pre-Election period was complete.
58.2 Radbrook Recreation Ground

Various options for housing the football and archery equipment have been discussed with the two sporting groups following a complaint from a resident about a container being brought onto site.  The options included modifying the brick built store to accommodate the football posts but the work required would be too extensive and expensive.  
The latest proposal involved the football club storing the football posts on site, without blocking pathways or signage, and locking away other smaller equipment neatly in the store.  The archery club is considering this option.  A decision is hoped to be reached soon.
59/16
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL INDOOR FACILITIES STRATEGY


This committee have been asked to provide a response to Shropshire Council’s Indoor Facilities Strategy as delegated by the Full Council.  This strategy is for a 5-year period until 2022.  Members feel this is not long-term planning and do not expect the leisure industry to considerably change during this time.

Members were disappointed with the report which they stated contains lots of anomalies, inaccuracies and despite being an Indoor policy mentions many Outdoor facilities.  Members felt the assessment of the Quarry pool in its current position vs being at Sundorne was biased and inaccurate.  The statement that the Quarry Pool in town has a lack of parking does not highlight that 2300 parking spaces are in the vicinity.  To get a bus to Sundorne the passenger has to travel into town before going out again.

A statement was read out on behalf of Councillor Bannerman.  His main points (that had not already been raised) included:

· The report regularly refers to 20-minute drive time but more than half of the users of the Quarry Pool would not drive there.  Moving the pool to Sundorne would considerably increase car usage.

· The report states time will be needed to develop ‘collaborative community working’ but Shropshire Council is not doing this themselves.  Instead they have promoted their preferred option of moving the pool out of town, much to the annoyance of campaigners.

· A comparison of the two locations awards the Sundorne Sports Village with a score of 91% and the Quarry facility with just 38%.  Members feel this is insulting, biased and inaccurate.

The Town Clerk reported on the Outline Business Case regarding the future management of the swimming pool; this together with the feedback received from Shropshire Council was discussed at the recent Full Council Meeting.  It had not been possible to progress a meeting between the Group Leaders and the Director of Place & Enterprise as he deemed it now an operational matter and should be dealt with at officer rather than member level.  The Group Leaders had agreed to review the matter after the elections but in the meantime the appointment of consultants to assist in the business planning was ongoing.

RESOLVED:
That the Town Clerk draft a response to the Indoor Facilities Strategy and circulate for comment.

60/16
TEAM SHREWSBURY

The Town Clerk updated members on Team Shrewsbury:

· Sergeants Simon Morris  and Keith Steele have been appointed to cover the town centre and outlying areas, 

· There has been a tactical group meeting involving 25-30 Officers at Town Clerk level who are committed to the work of Team Shrewsbury

· A group of Travellers have been successfully moved on from various sites including Harlescott park and ride, Meole park and ride and the Sports Village.  On each occasion the Police had used powers under s61 Criminal Justice & Public Order Act 1994 rather than the very bureaucratic civil process that local authorities were required to undertake; this had enabled the travellers to be moved on quicker with a next day eviction.  More travellers are expected in the area as they are thought to be gathering for a wedding.
· The Town Council is looking to be actively involved in the use of ECINS, a national database designed to be a multi-agency platform for information sharing.  This facility was currently being used to manage the Troubled Families data and Team Shrewsbury partners had identified a number of areas in which it would prove useful.  It was noted that the Youth staff were already using ECINS to update Trouble Families on youth activity.

There was a discussion on how Policing is changing with numbers on the beat considerably reducing and more power coming from technology.  Despite this, the Town Clerk feels the engagement with Police Officers is the best it has ever been.

61/16
SHREWSBURY IN BLOOM
The Town Clerk updated members on Shrewsbury in Bloom:
· Judging day will be on Wednesday 19 July and Shrewsbury is being entered into the Heart of England in Bloom Small City Category and the Castle Grounds and Copthorne Park into the Parks and Green Spaces Category.
· The judging route is being reviewed and will be refined from last year’s route.  

· The Greenhouse will be opened to the public again on Wednesday 24 May.  The Greenhouse was now the responsibility of the Amenities Team Leader and he had instructed Peter Jenks who usually works out of the Quarry has been managing plant production in the facility.
· The Bloom Committee were given a demonstration of a tool that can give 360 degree views of the town such as the Castle and Quarry.  This could be a valuable tourism tool and good feature for showing off the town’s assets.
· BBC2 are producing a programme called ‘Blooming Marvellous’ that will be following towns being judged by Britain in Bloom.  Shrewsbury will be one of the featured towns and will be filmed on 5 or 6 occasions, including the judging day.

The Operations Manager provided an update on horticulture:

· Grass cutting has begun this week beginning with the highways.  The ground is still very wet in areas making cutting with 2-tonne machines impossible.  It is wetter in the North of the town so work has begun in the South and some areas will be left until they dry out. 
· Hedge cutting will start August/September and the 14-week programme up to Christmas will cover the 500 locations.  No hedge cutting takes place between April – August as this is the bird-nesting season.  
62/16
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Following the tender process, Turnocks has been chosen, from the seven tenders received, to provide the Christmas lights for the next three years.  A meeting will take place next week to discuss logistics including replacement of some catenary infrastructure.  There will be a nativity scene on St Johns Hill and Pride Hill will have more child friendly displays.

63/16
TREES
The Town Clerk has been approached by a resident requesting that two pine trees be felled or pollarded on Vicarage Road, Meole Brace. Steven Shields has inspected the trees and deemed them to be healthy, not posing a safety risk and unobtrusive.  There are no other mature trees in the vicinity so the loss of these would affect the vistas and ambience of the area.  The resident’s complaint includes shadowing of the garden and taking light.  The neighbour would also like to see them removed or reduced for the same reasons.
The Town Council’s tree policy states the Council will only fell trees if they are unhealthy or posing a safety hazard as supported by the Tree Officer.  The trees do not currently have TPO orders but as they are in Meole Conservation area the Town Clerk would have to apply for permission to carry out any works.  The final decision would be with Shropshire Council.  Councillor Owen argued the resident’s points but analysis data from the Tree Officer did not support them.  

Members agreed to take no further action.

RESOLVED:
(i) That no further action be taken;

(ii) That the Town Clerk write to the resident to explain why no further action will be taken and include the report produced by the Tree Officer.
Agenda No
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