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RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE
30 SEPTEMBER 2020

Gary Farmer – Operations Manager

Shrewsbury Town Council Play Provision 2020/21


Purpose of Report
Each year subject to council approval play provision on council land is upgraded and improvements undertaken and since 2009 many facilities have been totally refurbished.  As a result of the annual ROSPA inspections & Councillor requests, Officers have identified a number of facilities that require improvements as they have not been upgraded since the formation of Shrewsbury Town Council in 2009.

Background
Shrewsbury Town Council are responsible for a variety of play facilities on council land.

These play areas are accessible to children of all abilities to learn develop and play together without discrimination or boundaries in a safe environment.  

The type of equipment that is specified is predominantly steel, which has proved to be robust. All Council facilities have safety surfacing this may be wood chip, rubber wet pore or grass matting. Each facility is secured with bow top fencing, self-closing gates, advisory signage and a litter bin as standard. 

These specified standards are included in the Council’s land adoption policy document.

All play equipment, surfacing and fencing conforms to the approved BS kite marked standards.

These include the following:

· 41 x secure play areas (It should be noted that some locations have more than one play facility available)
· 2 x Skateboard ramps
· 7 x MUGA (multi user games areas)
· 6 x BMX tracks 
· 1 x Splash Park

A further 4 x play facilities have been agreed as part of developer contributions. Of these Sweet Lake housing development, off Longden Road has been awarded to Proludic, installation work commenced on 25th August.

More recently developer off site contribution for recreational improvements was approved for the former Crowmere House (Cornovii Development - Shropshire Council).  This funding may assist with the redevelopment of the BMX facility and new play area at Upton Lane Recreation Ground. 

All Council play facilities are visited and inspected weekly this includes the emptying of litter bins. The exception is The Quarry which is visited daily Monday to Friday due to the high volume of users.

Annually all facilities are inspected by ROSPA, each location receives an individual report which may identify areas of concern and recommended actions to rectify any problems.

Minor repairs are actioned by STC operatives, specialist repairs are contracted out to external specialists. This is funded from a dedicated maintenance cost centre of £45,000.

Appendix 1 Lists the Completed refurbishment programme since 2015.

The following play facilities have been identified as requiring major capital investment.  These are listed in a priority order and reflect the comments received from ROSPA and officers.

Upton Lane Recreation Ground  
Requires a total refurbishment of the safety surfacing, fencing and possible relocation.   The choice of the play equipment will be subject to consultation and may require two separate areas for toddlers/juniors and more demanding equipment for teenagers through consultation with Youth Services.

Consideration should be given to front-funding from 106 developer contributions, to include a new play area, BMX track and improved access paths.

Mary Webb Road
Total refurbishment, remove security fencing, new surfacing and play equipment subject to Councillor consultation with the local community.   

The fencing, whilst in reasonable condition and secure, is uninviting for a children’s play area. The one gate doesn’t meet RoSPA recommendations. Two self-closing gates are required and new 1.2m bow top steel fencing to at least one/two sides of the play area.

Kynaston Road Recreation Ground - Skateboard Ramp
Replace with new ramp subject to consultation with skateboard enthusiasts.  
RoSPA have identified large areas of corrosion, high risk where the transition between ramp and tarmac is to large and attempts at repair have proved unsuccessful. There are items which no longer meet the relevant safety standards and RoSPA have identified as high risk.

Kynaston Road Toddlers Play Area
Additional drainage to prevent further flooding of half the play equipment. Replace multi-unit and re wet pore the surface.  
The multi play unit could be replaced with a modern unit but RoSPA have not identified the condition to be of immediate concern and to do this would require the complete replacement of the wet pour safety surfacing.

Green Acres Recreation Ground 
Replace multiplayer unit and upgrade spring rockers.


Recommendations: 

(i) That the outstanding refurbishment list is approved and included in the capital programme

(ii) That the refurbishment is phased subject to Council approval

(iii) That the facilities are upgraded in the following priority order

a. Upton Lane play area and BMX Track
b. Mary Webb Road play area including the removal of the palisade security fence
c. Kynaston Road Recreation Ground replacement Skateboard Ramp subject to consultation with Youth Services and the local users
d. Kynaston Road Recreation Ground Infant play area including field drainage to prevent surface flooding
e. Green Acres Recreation Ground, upgrade multi play unit and springy rockers.



Appendix 1

PLAY AREA IMPROVEMENTS – COMPLETED/PENDING PROJECTS – UPDATED 9/9/2020

Ashfield Rec 		(2017) Replacement of fittings for trim trail
(2019) Repainted

Bank Farm Road 	(2019) Section 106 Additional equipment – completed

Castlewalk 	(2017) Removed old climbing unit and replaced with a new, more adventurous climber.
                        		(2019) replace damaged rocker with new inclusive rocker

Church Road	 	(2019)	Capital spend – replace old multi-unit with new unit

Dark Lane 		(2018) Complete refurbishment of play area.

Douglas Way 		(2015) Additional small equipment

Grangefields		(2019) Section 106 Refurbishment – completed

Greenacres 		(2019) Repairs to aerial runway

Greenfields 		(2015) Replacement of old play area with a completely new play area.

Little Harlescott Lane 	(2017) Replaced a severely vandalised multi-unit with a refurbished climber from Castlewalk play area and installed a refurbished, large slide previously removed from Greenfields play area.

Monkmoor Rec	(2019) Woodchip safety surfacing top up, replace damaged item with spinning dish
(2020) Replaced decking and ramp on toddler multi-unit

Moston Road 		(2015) Replacement and additional equipment and surfacing.

Oakfield Drive 	(2016) New fencing, refurbished embankment slide, addition of spinning dish and seating.
			(2020) Awaiting replacement spring rocker.

Oak Lane 		(2015) Additional small equipment.

Oxon Rec		(2017) New spring rockers, surfacing top-up.

Quarry 			(2016) Complete refurbishment and Splash Park

Raby Crescent 		(2017) Newly refurbished multi-unit installed (from Quarry play area)

Roundhill Green	(2019) Capital spend – Refurbishment play area – new equipment/surfacing

Silks Meadow 		(2014) New steel fencing and swing refurbishment, new rocker.
                             	(2020) Awaiting woodchip surfacing top up.
Sutton Farm 		(2018) Refurbishment of wet pour safety surfacing.
	             		(2020) Awaiting spare parts recondition vandalised seesaw.

Sweetlake Meadow	(2020) Section 106

Sydney Avenue 	(2017) Additional large Oyster Dish and Inclusive Spring Rocker.
                                 	(2020) Awaiting woodchip surfacing top up

Upton Lane 	(2020) Awaiting refurbishment of log walk, installation new inclusive spring rocker

Winterton Way 	(2015) Additional small equipment.
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