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SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL


RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE – 12 OCTOBER 2016

Responsible Officer: Mike Cox (Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager)
RECREATIONAL & OPEN SPACE ISSUES

1 Purpose of Report
To update members on general matters relating to our recreational grounds and openspace

2
Radbrook Recreation Ground
Members are aware that officers have been working with SAHA to provide additional football facilities on one site.  This will begin to establish Radbrook Recreation Ground as their primary base.

The Club commissioned a topographical survey to establish how many pitches could be laid on site were a programme of levelling were to take place.  This plan was shared with the Committee in August.  The site has been whitelined in accordance with that plan to allow SAHA to make use of the space.  The Recreational Space Team Leader has made tentative enquiries with the firm that undertook levelling work at Springfield Rec & the Boiler House Pitch to ascertain the likely cost; this is in the region of £140,000.

The Club requested permission to develop an area of hardstanding for carparking.  This will be bollarded off from the rest of the site.  Bollards will have a number of benefits including restricting vehicular traffic and damage over the site; this for those associated with activity on the site as well as unauthorised encampments.  This is not to be a tarmaced surface, but a grasscrete surface that will provide wearability.
The Club also requested permission to site a container to be used as changing facilities.  Permission was granted with various conditions around colour, design, siting and local consultation.  This has not been fully followed and a container has been sited but is currently causing local angst.  A resolution is being pursued with the Club.
3
County Ground

The Town Council has been granted a Premises Licence for the use of alcohol at set times to facilitate great post-match hospitality on site rather than going elsewhere.  Various improvements have been needed to comply with licencing conditions.
Town Council staff are still working closely with the various clubs who operate from the County Ground to ascertain the worth in pursuing funding for improvements to the Pavillion.

4
Springfield Recreation Ground

The Town Council has been approached by a young resident asking whether the Town Council would consider the construction of a Willow Maze.  This will be a relatively cheap structure to create and is also economical to maintain.  A design and location has been agreed and the young man and his friends will help Town Council staff to plant in the winter.

5
Sports Village

Town Council staff met with the organisers of the Cyclocross event in the Autumn to discuss arrangements.  Sports Village based Town Council staff were able to discuss format for the event and agree areas that could be used to facilitate the event without placing unnecessary damage and additional repair costs to the football pitches and inconvenience to the football season as has been the case in the past.  It was however disappointing to note that despite being invited by the event organisers to the meeting there were no representatives from either Shropshire Council who own the facility or Serco who manage the facility.
6
Castlewalk Recreation Ground

Town Council staff have meet with Mouchel to supporting feasibility work being undertaken at Castlewalk Recreation Ground with the long-term aspiration of replacing the Castlewalk Footbridge.  Naturally access to the footbridge is easiest from the recreation ground site but given its past history as a tip, any construction traffic will have to be managed appropriately to ensure the cap over the tip is preserved.

7
Silks Meadow Bowling Green

Members have been made aware of the operational logistics of getting a water and electricity supply to the site when the flood defences are between it and the nearest utility feeds.  It is hoped that now infrastructure is in place to allow the installation of lighting.
Highways are assisting the Town Council in specification work for improved surfacing to the area.  But there still remains the frequency by which either residents of the Severnside Housing Quarry Flats or speculative parkers block access to the site for both Town Council maintenance vehicles and other private residents who have rights of access.  Discussions have taken place with Severnside Housing about possibilities on increasing parking provision which may require the release of some Town Council land in the area.

8
National Fishing Tournament

The Shropshire Angling Federation have arranged for some nationally recognised tournaments to take place on 11th, 12th, 13th, 23rd, 26th, 27th, 28th & 29th October.  This will require the use of all of the Town Council Fishing pegs in the Quarry and County Ground.  This sees a welcome return for the River Severn to national competitions as over the last few years the fishing stocks in the river have been low.

