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SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE
2nd OCTOBER 2019
Responsible Officer: Gary Farmer, Operations Manager
BMX FACILITIES

Purpose of Report
· To update members on the recent tender exercise for BMX track refurbishment.
· To agree on a way forward, prioritising the resurfacing programme for 2019/20

· To agree on the future funding of Upton Lane BMX track which requires major modification to reduce anti-social behaviour

Background
A budgetary line of £18,000 revenue, £22,000 BMX reserves and £7,122 other, was included in 2019/20 Capital Projects for the refurbishment of the Council’s existing BMX facilities.

Upton Lane facilities was excluded from this tender process with any outstanding budgetary balances being considered to assist with future funding of a major refurbishment of this facility.
The following locations were included in the tender document:

· Greenfield Recreation Ground

· Little Harlescott Lane

· Meole Brace Mary Webb Road

· Springfield Recreation Ground

· Shornclifffe Recreation Ground

BMX Facilities – Summary Breakdown

The refurbishment tender was advertised both locally by contacting surface specialists and electronically on contractfinder.gov.uk – the closing date being 30th August 2019. Two tenders have been received.

	Location
	Tender 1
	Tender 2

	Little Harlescott Lane

(extra macadam coating)
	£10,050

£3,500
	£19,530

	Meole Mary Webb Road
	£24,550
	£20,623

	Springfield Recreation Ground
	£8,050
	£14,120

	Shorncliffe Drive Recreation Ground
	£10,150
	£13,591

	Greenfields Recreation Ground

(extra macadam coating)
	£9,250
£3,500
	£15,404


Way Forward
Upton Lane

Out of all the facilities available, Upton Lane appears the most popular with enthusiasts. Youth Outreach staff have engaged with the BMX riders.

Little Harlescott Lane

Through the local councillor and Shrewsbury Town Council officers including Youth & Community Development Officer. Local riders have held a number of meetings at Little Harlescott Lane to agree on the improvement required on the track. Additional funding has been secured to support the refurbishment.

Shorncliffe Drive Recreational Ground
The most challenging track used by more experienced riders, a well - used facility. Some minor modifications are required at the start to reduce the height and re macadam the berms.

Mary Webb Road, Meole Brace
A long, established and traditional track requiring some major modifications to reduce the risk of accidents. The complete re-design will require a major investment.
Springfield Recreation Ground & Greenfields

Both are low level tracks re-designed in 2012. They both require the tracks surfaces widening and a new surface dressing to replenish the eroded surface.
Recommended
1. That consideration is given to refurbish Harlescott BMX as a priority, which has been part - funded via external contribution.

Successful Tender 1 at £10,050 and consider the additional cost of £3,500 to macadam the whole track, reducing long term maintenance cost.

2. Shorncliffe Drive refurbish and modify the track – Tender 1 at £10,150

Consider the following options of allocating the remaining outstanding balance 

3. To prioritise the refurbishing of the outstanding facilities listed

4. To approve the outstanding balance to fund the redesign of Upton Lane, Monkmoor which was excluded from the tender.

5. For STC staff to undertake temporary surface repairs at Springfield and Greenfields. Using council staff to part re-designing Mary Webb Road to reduce risk and resurface. This will buy time to consider options and capital funding to totally refurbish.

6. To purchase the surface material from the Capital Fund.

