SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting of the Council

Held at the Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Monday 16 March 2015
PRESENT

Councillors Mrs B Baker (Mayor), JMW Kenny (Deputy Mayor), A Bannerman, Mrs A Chebsey, Mrs H Fraser, Mrs P Moseley, A Mosley, P Nutting, Mrs K Owen, K Pardy, M Price, K Roberts, J Tandy.
IN ATTENDANCE

Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Revd Mark Chadwick (Vicar), Mike Cox (Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Ruth Jones (Project Officer), Carol Pullen (Mayor’s Secretary), Andy Watkin (Responsible Finance Officer), 7 members of the public & 1 member of the press.
Also present were Andy Hill, James Williams & Micky Bramall (Shrewsbury Town Council Staff)

APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors P Adams, I Jones, Ms J Mackenzie and A Townsend.

PRAYERS
Prayers were said by the Council Chaplain, the Reverend Mark Chadwick
PRESENTATION TO STAFF
The Council wished to commend the bravery of three members of its staff, Andy Hill, James Williams & Micky Bramall, who on 13th February 2015 had saved the life of a baby girl, whose pushchair had blown into the River Severn whilst being walked with her grandmother.  Andy & James had jumped into the river to rescue the baby while Micky administered first aid until the emergency services arrived.  Commendation Awards were presented to the three by the Mayor.
82/14
DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT

	Shropshire Councillors
	Twin hatted members declared personal interests in matters relating to the Town Council’s relationship with Shropshire Council

	Councillor M Price
	Declared a personal interest in his capacity as Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Housing & Planning

	Councillor P Mosley
	Declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 14(i) – she is a Governor of Crowmoor School

	Councillor J Tandy
	Declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda item 14(iii) – he is Chairman of Shropshire Youth Association

	Councillor B Baker
	Declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda item 17(6) – she rents storage space in the Market Hall

	Councillor A Mosley
	Declared a personal interest in Agenda item 14(ii) – he is a Trustee of the Shrewsbury Academy Trust


83/14
MINUTES OF COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 2 February 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.
84/14
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
85/14
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) Mayor & Deputy Mayor Engagements – Details of the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements for the months of January and February were circulated to members.
RESOLVED:

That the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements be noted.

(ii) Announcements from the Mayor and Town Clerk – The Mayor gave details of two forthcoming charity events.  The Shrewsbury Sleepout will be held on 17th April at the West Mid Showground in conjunction with Asda to raise money for the Mayor’s charities, The Shrewsbury Ark and The Hive Arts & Media Centre and Asda’s nominated charity, Tickled Pink.  On 10th May the Mayor will host a garden party at The Old Hall, Cruckmeole.  Further details available from the Mayor’s Secretary.
(iii) Progress in Shrewsbury becoming a Dementia Friendly Town – The Mayor updated members on the progress in Shrewsbury becoming a Dementia Friendly Town.  She had undertaken the dementia friendly training and would become a dementia friendly champion.  Local businesses would be encouraged to join and it was hoped to put together a dementia friendly alliance.  A working party committee would be set up and the Mayor encouraged Members to join this.

86/14
PUBLIC QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

There were no questions received from members of the public.
87/14
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS

There were no questions received from members of the Council.
88/14
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 2nd February 2015
The minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 2 February 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

Councillor Price asked that it be noted he had substituted for Councillor Nutting at the meeting.

(i) Re: Minute 69/14 – Website Development.  The new website was now up and running.  Councillor Moseley congratulated the web designer Peter White and Town Council staff for their work in creating a much more interesting, colourful and interactive website.
(ii) Re: Minutes 73/14 – Risk Management.  The Town Clerk referred members to the Committee’s work on updating the Councils Risk Management Strategy and associated Risk Assessments.  This was a fundamental part of the Council’s Annual return submission as part of the end of year accounts.  Members were happy to accept these.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 2 February 2015 be accepted and approved.
89/14
RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE – 11 February 2015
(i) Re: Minute 47/14 – Play Area Working Group.  Councillor Moseley pointed out that it be noted that Mrs Sarah Thomas is a Parent & Carer Counsellor and not an employee of Severndale.
(ii) Re: Minute 52/14 – Neighbourhood Wardens.  Councillor Tandy expressed his wish to see more use of the Town Wardens and they should be asked to attend Council meetings.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 11 February 2015 be accepted and approved.

90/14
PLANNING COMMITTEE

(i) Planning Committee Minutes 27 January 2015
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 27 January 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 27 January 2015 be accepted and approved.

(ii) Planning Committee Minutes 17 February 2015
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 17 February 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 17 February 2015 be accepted and approved.

(iii) Planning Committee Minutes10 March 2015
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 10 March 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.  

Re: Minute 119/3 – Vehicles on Princess Street.  Reference to Kirsten Davis from the BID, should read Kirsten Henly from the BID.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 10 March 2015 be accepted and approved.
91/14
UNIVERSITY CENTRE SHREWSBURY

Members welcomed Paul Kirkbright from Chester University, Deputy Provost for University Centre Shrewsbury and Dr Tim Jenkins from Shropshire Council, Programme Director.
Mr Kirkbright gave a presentation on the progress of University Centre Shrewsbury.  An attractive broad based spectrum of courses will run from September 2015 with twelve courses going live, another four courses planned in 2016 and more for the future.  Applicants have been attracted from areas across the UK as well as internationally.  There were expected to be 130-150 students in first wave rising to a target of 2-2,500.
Rowley’s House is currently in use as the headquarters of the University Centre project and admin team and is open to the public as an information point.  Work will begin on Mardol House to create 85 bed shared living student accommodation including communal areas.  A full refurbishment of the Guildhall to provide Laboratory and academic space will begin shortly. .
Visit days have been planned for 1st & 18th April as an opportunity to show potential students around Shrewsbury with a further open day in June for the 2016 intake.  Cllr Roberts felt that members could make some time to help during the visit days and that the Mayor might consider giving a civic welcome.  The university already had a productive relationship with the BID but would welcome any help in showcasing Shrewsbury.
Vacancies for academic and support staff had now been advertised, one of the first appointments would be a Development Officer for the student union who would work with partners.  Mr Kirkbright assured members that vacancies would be advertised locally as well as nationally.

Members asked whether provision was being made for mature students.  Mr Kirkbright explained that part time Masters and short courses were being considered.  There were already a percentage of part time and local applicants.
Although very much in favour of the university, Cllr Moseley expressed concerns that rental housing may be overwhelmed by students, thus precluding local families from the rental market.
Cllr Price reported to members that following a report to Cabinet work was being done to prepare a Student Accommodation Strategy which would be presented to Cabinet.  This will determine the amount of accommodation required, ensure that all student accommodation is of a certain standard and set out guidance for potential landlords and developers.
Cllr Price thanked Mr Kirkbright and Dr Jenkins for attending and giving the presentation after which they left the meeting.
92/14
SUNDAY BUS SERVICE
Concerns were raised about the withdrawal of the Sunday bus service, due to cease later this month and the effect this would have.  It was recognised that some members of the community were reliant on the bus service although figures showed that it was under-used, averaging only four passengers per bus.

Although the responsibility of operating the services lay with Shropshire Council, it was felt that the Town Council could not rule out being involved, financially or otherwise in the future.

Members felt it was important that a Sunday service remained, albeit a reduced one, as this is essential to those who do not have access to other means of transport.
It was proposed by Councillor Moseley, seconded and 
RESOLVED:
That Shrewsbury Town seeks to meet with Shropshire Council and local bus operators to investigate the potential for the operation of a modified Sunday bus service in the town, as the current service on six town routes is due to cease on 29 March.
93/14
DANA FOOTPATH

It was reported that discussions have been ongoing about the wish to develop a more user friendly footpath linking Howards Bank across the railway line, round the castle to link with Castle Gates.  Currently pedestrians have to navigate a flight of 20 stone steps accessing Castle Street at the side of Castle Carpets.  This obviously precludes its use by those with mobility problems, disabled people, people using child buggies, cycles, etc.  

There are currently plans drawn up by Mouchel that would create a pathway at the head of the steps, cutting through the brick wall of the Castle and navigating around the edge of the gardens and out onto Castle Street using the entrance to the Castle.  This however requires rights of access over land in the castle forecourt which is currently in the ownership of Shropshire Horticultural Society.

Representations to the Horticultural Society have resulted in no positive progress being made.  Over the years there have been various meetings between elected members, officers from both councils, English Heritage and Shropshire Horticultural Society to look at solutions.

RESOLVED:
That this Council expresses great dismay at the continuing attitude of the Shropshire Horticultural Society in preventing access through the forecourt gardens of Shrewsbury Castle to facilitate an improved accessible route from the Dana to Castle Gates.

It therefore calls upon the Shropshire Horticultural Society to respond to the significant demands from residents of Shrewsbury and asks Shropshire Council & Shrewsbury Town Council to do all in its power to ensure that the route is made available to the wider public as soon as possible.

94/14
PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS

(i) Shrewsbury Co-operative Learning Trust.  Crowmoor School is currently consulting on changing to Co-operative Trust Status and consultation documents were shared with members.  The Town Council would have no direct involvement in this and members supported the visions and aims for the future.
RESOLVED:
That Shrewsbury Town Council be happy to support the proposals

(ii) Shrewsbury Acadamies Trust.  Members were updated on plans by the Shrewsbury Acadamies Trust for their vision to create one secondary school to serve the north of the town by replacing the existing two small secondary schools, The Grange and Sundorne School.  The school will operate across two sites with years 7 & 8 being located at the current Grange site and years 9, 10 & 11 being located at the current Sundorne site.  The suggested name of the school is Shrewsbury Academy.

Councillor Price pointed out that this is an important issue for North Shrewsbury and parents must be encouraged to make their views known.

RESOLVED:

That Shrewsbury Town Council be happy to support the proposals

Councillor Tandy having declared a pecuniary interest as the Chairman of Shropshire Youth Association left the room for the consideration of this item
(iii) Shropshire Youth Commissioning.  Discussion took place on the future provision of youth activity in Shropshire.  
Cllr Mosley felt it was important that the Town Council develop proposals which were acceptable to Shropshire Council and particularly to young people and he hoped that all members would support the recommendations set out in the report.

Cllr Nutting seconded this, saying he believed the Town Council is better placed to deliver the services for less money to people who need it the most and it was important that these views be put to Shropshire Council.

The consultation was due to go live and would be circulated to members to make a response.
95/14
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the following items being considered involve the disclosure of confidential information.

7 members of the public left the meeting.

96/14
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE (MINUTES ENCLOSED)

The minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 3 February 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 3 February 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.
97/14
LAND, BUILDINGS & ACCOMMODATION ISSUE


The Town Clerk provided an updated to members regarding the various land, buildings and accommodation issues:

(1) 63/64 New Street

The Town Clerk updated members on the sale of 63/64 New Street, being sold jointly with Shropshire Council.
RESOLVED:

(i)  That the report be noted

(ii)  That the Town Clerk liaise with Shropshire Council and obtain timescales regarding the joint sale of 63/64 New Street and report back to Finance & General Purposes Committee.

(2) Future Accommodation Needs

The Town Clerk reported on the Town Council’s future accommodation needs in light of the future use of the Guildhall as a Learning Centre for the University.
Members discussed the various options available including purchase of existing buildings and refit, lease of existing buildings and refit or new-build on land already owned by the Town Council.
RESOLVED:

(i) The report be noted

(ii) That Group Leaders meet with a view to providing the Town Clerk with a         brief of what is required for the needs of the Council for further discussion at the next Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting.

(3) Market Hall

Councillor Baker having declared a pecuniary interest and left the meeting for the consideration of this item.  The Deputy Mayor took over the Chair
The Town Clerk updated members in relation to the current ownership & management arrangements of the Market Hall.
RESOLVED:

(i) That the report be noted

(ii) That the routine head rent invoice in lieu of market rights to be forwarded to Shropshire Council.

98/14
SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT FOR GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORKS IN SHREWSBURY

Members considered the joint report of the Town Clerk and the Area Commissioner (Shropshire Council) in relation to the proposed changes to the Horticultural Services SLA with Shropshire Council.  This report was to also be considered by Shropshire Council Cabinet on 25th March 2015.

Councillor Mosley thanked the Officers for their hard work in responding to the financial challenges.  Town Clerk advised a Dead of Variation has been drawn up detailing the new base line.

RESOLVED:

(i) That the report be noted

(ii) That the changes to the SLA as recommended be agreed

(iii) That the Deed of Variation be approved and forwarded to Shropshire Council for signature
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