SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

The Quarry

Policy for Outdoor Music Events

1.
Introduction

1.1
The Shrewsbury Town Council Outdoor Music Events Policy, together with the Events Guidance Pack, are tools for events applicants and Town Council staff to manage temporary outdoor events in The Quarry at which amplified music shall be played.

1.2
This Policy does not include Circuses where amplified music is played, given that music under the Big Top neither causes a disturbance to the audience nor the local community.

1.3
The Policy provides prescriptive conditions for the use, care, operation and management of permissible temporary events in The Quarry.

1.4
A temporary event is generally defined as one with a single defined organiser, with a duration, including set-up and clean-up, of usually between one to seven days (with the exception of the Shrewsbury Flower Show which requires a more lengthy set-up and clean-up time), which is promoted as a single event and which has no permanent physical change to the amenity of The Quarry.  For the purpose of this Policy, the following regular events are classified as single events:

· Shrewsbury Flower Show

· Teenage Kicks

· Summer Season (operated by Shropshire Council)

· Lions Fun Day

· Shrewsbury Carnival

· Travelling Fairs

1.5
The Town Council has always recognised the legitimate and appropriate use of The Quarry by various groups and individuals and for a variety of event types.  However if not adequately regulated, such events have the potential to compromise the underlying values of this public place and limit public access without commensurate public benefit.

1.6
Consequently it is necessary to regulate the use of The Quarry for events in terms of amenity, type and frequency of use and to ensure that the site remains generally available for its intended public use by residents and visitors.

1.7
This Policy outlines the Town Council’s objectives and provides procedural guidelines and a point of contact within the Council when assessing outdoor event proposals.

2.
Contact details

2.1
Enquiries on the availability and terms for the use of The Quarry can be made to the Outdoor Recreation and Assets Manager on 01743 257659.

2.2
Information relating to the Town Council’s services, facilities, parks and public spaces and forthcoming events can also be obtained from the Town Council’s website: www.shrewsburytowncouncil.gov.uk
3.
Legislative Framework

3.1
In developing this Policy the Town Council recognises its statutory duties and those of any event organiser under the following legislation/regulations:

· The Health & Safety at Work etc Act 1974 

· The Noise at Work Regulations 1989 

· The Management of Health & Safety at Work Regulations 1992 

· The Code of Practice on Environmental Noise Control at Concerts issued by The Noise Council

3.2
Reference should also be made to the Town Council’s Premises Licence (attached to this policy) approved by the Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council which allows for:

Provision of Regulated Entertainment:

(plays, live music, recorded music, performance of dance, provision of facilities for making music and for dancing)

Monday to Sunday – 09:00 to 00:00.

For the following events only:

Flower Show two days), Shrewsbury Carnival (one day), Lions Fun Day (one day), Circus (two visits per year), Fun Fairs (maximum of twenty operating days), Proms Concert (two days), Teenage Kicks, Beer Festival, Summer Season, Jail Break Charity Fund Raising Event and Military Parades

4.
Policy Objectives

This Policy sets out to achieve the following objectives for all outdoor music events within The Quarry:

· Provide an equitable system for public access and use of The Quarry;

· Recognise and maintain the public domain’s special qualities of cultural, recreational, social and/or heritage significance;

· Ensure that proposed events are compatible with identifiable locations and their intended day-to-day functions;

· Ensure the appropriate management, maintenance and repair of The Quarry;

· Encourage activities and events that contribute to the colour and life of The Quarry;

· Establish a list of required procedures, approvals and fees associated with outdoor events in The Quarry;

· Minimise complaints and other issues associated with public use and events;

· Provide relevant Town Council contact details for the carrying out of an event;

· Ensure that proposed events do not compete directly with public events within the town.

5.
The Quarry and Outdoor Events

5.1
When considering the individual site characteristics and relevant standards, the event organisers and appropriate authorities should take into account and aim to minimise the cumulative impact of such uses or events.

5.2
The cumulative impacts should lead to defining the appropriate frequency of temporary uses and events in The Quarry should ensure that the main functions of the park are not compromised.

5.3
The Quarry is used passively (typically for leisure pursuits including walking, sitting, picnicking and sightseeing) and also actively for more formalised activities such as play and sports facilities.

5.4
Both are important in that they offer choice between structured and non-structured recreational use.

6.
Outdoor Event Management

6.1
Event organisers are required to submit essential event information in order to determine whether The Quarry is suitable to cater for an event and whether the Town Council can grant a licence for the event.

6.2
The applicant’s information shall include, but is not limited to, the following details:

· The type of activity to be held;

· The date and duration of the event;

· The scale of the event (ie is it likely to be a local, regional or national event);

· The target market;

· A realistic estimate of attendance;

· The facilities required by those staging the event and attending.

6.3
The Council shall consider the following criteria in determining a licence for an event:

· Is The Quarry capable of accommodating the proposed event without creating undue damage to the site condition and any infrastructure in situ?

· Can The Quarry cater for the number of patrons anticipated and associated equipment?

· How will the event impact on adjoining residents, tenants and property owners?

· How will associated issues of noise, parking, lighting and other disturbances be managed?

· Are supplementary waste and sanitation facilities required?

· Does The Quarry provide adequate access, parking and toilet facilities to cater for the event, including requirements for persons with a disability?

· Have the necessary Risk Assessments been carried out and has the applicant provided satisfactory information in these plans?

· Have appropriate approvals and licences been obtained?

· Have appropriate insurances (eg Public Liability) been obtained?

· Have appropriate measures to protect the amenity of the public not attending the event (eg signage) been considered?

6.4
The Town Council reserves the right to approve with/without condition or decline any event proposed for The Quarry based on merits and appropriateness of the event, the suitability and condition of the proposed site and any environmental impacts.

7.
The Use of Music at Outdoor Events

7.1
High sound levels present a risk to hearing, both for those working at an event and for those attending.  High levels of vibration can also have serious consequences for the integrity of temporary and permanent structures.  Both sound and vibration can lead to noise nuisance outside The Quarry.  Therefore proper control and management of sound and vibration are needed both in rehearsal and during the event.

7.2
The Health & Safety at Work etc Act 1974 and the Noise at Work Regulations 1989 require an organiser to protect both its workers and the audience from noise.  The Management of Health & Safety at Work Regulations 1992 also apply to cover noise and vibration considerations.

7.3
The Town Council would refer applicants to the Code of Practice on Environmental Noise Control at Concerts issued by The Noise Council (copy of which is attached to this Policy) when determining the community impact of an event.

7.4
In determining the approval of events, the Town Council shall look to holding no more than an average of two events per month (not exceeding 10 per year) involving the use of amplified music.  This is based upon the regulations contained within the Town Council’s own Premises Licence for The Quarry.  Additional events could take place within The Quarry; these being subject to Full Council approval and the necessary Premises Licence being successfully applied for.

7.5
Organisers shall be required to work within the following guidelines:

· The event organiser shall be in control of any sub-contractors, traders or organisations operating within the site and at the request of any statutory authority, the organiser shall regulate the volume of any amplified music and if necessary suspend the music and/or confiscate equipment;

· There shall be no amplified music beyond 23.00 hours;

· There shall be a broadcast period of no more than 4 hours (including rehearsal time);

· Provision shall be made to allow a longer broadcast period at the Shrewsbury Flower Show, given its national reputation;

· All bands/groups be aware of the need for sensitivity to potential noise issues in and around The Quarry.  There may be requirement for restrictions to be imposed, including the possible appointment of a nominated Sound Engineer, in addition to the 23.00 hours cut off for amplified music;

· When booking the services of a Sound Engineer, they shall be notified of any potential restrictions placed upon the events organiser in terms of mitigating the impact of noise and be willing to work with and accept direction from both the Town Council and/or other relevant statutory authorities regarding sound levels;

· Appropriate conditions shall be placed within any licensing agreement;

· Specialist sound equipment including those with circuit breakers (ie a range of low-powered speakers positioned around the site rather than a single bank of speakers at either side of the stage to force out sound over the whole audience) should be used.
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