SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting of the Council

Held at Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Monday 21 March 2016
PRESENT

Councillors JMW Kenny (Mayor), I Jones (Deputy Mayor), P Adams, Mrs B Baker, A Bannerman, Mrs A Chebsey, Mrs H Fraser, Ms J Mackenzie, Mrs P Moseley, A Mosley, P Nutting, Mrs K Owen, K Pardy, M Price, K Roberts, J Tandy, A Townsend.
IN ATTENDANCE

Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Andy Watkin (Responsible Finance Officer), Carol Pullen (Committee Clerk), and 1 member of the press.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received Reverend Mark Chadwick
PRAYERS

In the absence of the Council Chaplain prayers were not said.
78/15
DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT

	Shropshire Councillors
	Twin hatted members declared personal interests in matters relating to the Town Council’s relationship with Shropshire Council

	Councillor P Nutting
	Declared a personal in the Shrewsbury Integrated Transport Plan as he owns a shop in Bellstone

 

	Councillors A Townsend & Mrs M Moseley
	Declared a personal interest in Agenda item 12 as they are Trustees of the Morris Hall, Bellstone


79/15
MINUTES OF COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 January 2016 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 18 January 2016 be approved and signed as a correct record.
80/15
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
81/15
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) Mayor & Deputy Mayor Engagements – Details of the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements for the months of January, February and March were circulated to members.

RESOLVED:

That the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements be noted.

(ii) Announcements from the Mayor – This being the last Full Council before Mayormaking on 9th May which is a showcase event attended by many members of the public, the Mayor respectfully requested that members switch off and put away all mobile devices during the meeting.
The Mayor gave details of two charity concerts to be held in April at the Abbey in aid of his mayoral charities.  The first being a St George’s Day Concert on Saturday 23rd April, performed by the Midland Festival Orchestra.  The second is on Sunday 24th April performed by English Roses.  Tickets are available from the Abbey or from the Mayor’s Secretary.

82/15
PUBLIC QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

There were no questions received from members of the public.

83/15
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS

There were no questions received from members of the Council.
84/15
DEVELOPMENT OF THE SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL YOUTH SERVICE

The meeting was attended by Adam Purnell, Youth & Community Development Officer.  He gave members an overview on how Young Shrewsbury is progressing since the Town Council took over youth services in January.

The aims are to provide voluntary participation which leads to building good relationships, spotting talent, weaknesses, offering information, advice and guidance along with outreach detached youth work.

Youth clubs have been set up at Flaxivity, Grange, Sundorne & Monkmoor.  Across these sites attendance has risen steadily.  Detached work varies dependent on weather but it is anticipated this will rise throughout the summer.

The Spring term programme had been developed by youth workers ahead of opening but young people would now be involved in deciding future activities and establishing ground rules for the clubs.
Going forward and thinking about ways of sustainability were plans to develop a youth forum, identify and train volunteer leaders, partnership work with the Hive, links with the University and possible student placements, social and education workshops, promotion on social media, social education workshops and alternative curriculum.
Following the presentation members were given the opportunity to ask questions.

Councillor Jones asked if there was mechanism to safeguard against radicalisation.  Adam assured him that staff were trained in recognising and addressing this.
Councillor Baker enquired whether the youth forum would be connecting with members of Youth Parliament Shropshire and Young Health Champions.  Adam confirmed that he had already met with MYPS and a meeting was planned with Young Health Champions in the near future.

Councillor Bannerman asked what members should do if they had concerns about individuals or a group in a public place.  Adam said the detached youth workers tended to know the areas where this was likely and engaged with the youngsters in those areas but members could contact him directly.
Councillor Kenny requested members who were governors or had connections with local schools to assist by helping Adam get introductions to relevant staff in the schools.
Councillor Mosley wished to congratulate Adam, the Town Clerk and the Responsible Finance Officer for all their hard work in getting the service up and running.  This was a major success story during a time of cuts and financial challenges.  The funding for the service is only until March 2017 and they are already looking at innovative ways of securing future funding.  He asked that members support the fight for funding.
Adam was thanked for his excellent presentation, following which he left the meeting.

Councillor Tandy joined the meeting during this item

85/15
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 8 February were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 8 February 2016 be accepted and approved.

86/15
RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 3 February 2016 were submitted as circulated and read.

Re: Minute 51.3 – Product Placement in Quarry.  The Town Clerk reported that there had been a request from a town centre car dealership to site a new vehicle in the Quarry.  The car would feature a skin that could be coloured in by youngsters and it would be something very quirky down towards the play area.  The Town Clerk had asked the dealership to provide more information for consideration at the next Recreation and Leisure Committee meeting.
Re: Minute 51.4 – Ice-cream Vendor.  The Town Clerk confirmed that the Ice-cream Vendor who currently has a three year contract in the Quarry had submitted designs for a semi-permanent structure on a temporary six month basis.  Any structure clearly needed to be in keeping with the listed park.  The Ice Cream Vendor would be responsible for removal of the structure in the event of flooding.  Shropshire Council planners have confirmed they have no issues with such a structure as it falls within the Council’s Permitted Development rights.
Re: Minute 44.4 – St Mary’s Church.  The Town Clerk reported that discussions were ongoing with the Churches Conservation Trust to resolve unauthorised parking at St Mary’s Church.  It was recognised that when there are events there is a need for vehicles to access for unloading purposes.  There is currently a coded lock and the code is not given out but the Operations Manager liaises with the Church when access is required.

Councillor Bannerman asked for confirmation as to whether there is a public footpath across the land.  The Town Clerk confirmed that there is no definitive footpath and when the gate is locked it does not inhibit pedestrian access.  
Re: Minute 53.1 – Quarry Play Area and Paddling Pool.  The Operations Manager reported that this was progressing well and it was anticipated that the soft play area would be open before Easter with the splash park and toddler area expected to open later in the Spring
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 3 February 2016 be accepted and approved.
87/15
PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12 January, 2 February, 23 February and 15 March were submitted as circulated and read.

Re: Minute 99/15 – Premises Licences.  Councillor Townsend reported to members that representatives from the Licensing Authority had attended the meeting to give clarification on town centre licensing.  He wished it be noted that this had been a very helpful exercise.
Councillor Price reported that following on from this a meeting had been organised with the Town Centre residents to be held at the Lion Hotel on Monday 11 April at 7 pm to discuss licensing issues.  Attending the meeting would be Ian Kilby in charge of Development Management, Martin Key from Public Protection, Councillor Price as Portfolio Holder for Regulatory Services and Inspector Edward Hancox from West Mercia Police.

Re: Minute 108/15 – Town Centre Highway and Public Space Improvements.  This item to be excluded from approval of minutes of 23 February as it was to be discussed under Agenda item12.
Re: Minute 115/15 – Proposed Development Land at Caterpillar, Lancaster Road, Shrewsbury
Following the application to develop housing on the former Caterpillar site, Councillor Townsend re-iterated that some members had been on a site visit.  It was to be noted that the development would raise capital for future schemes.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 12 January, 2 February, 23 February and 15 March be accepted and approved.
88/15
SHREWSBURY INTEGRATED TRANSPORT PLAN
Members had been given a presentation at the Planning Committee Meeting on 23 February where they were advised that the SITP has been designed to tackle the problems of congestion within the town and that £12.2m of funding had been secured from both The Marches LEP Growth Fund and Shropshire Council’s developer contributions (S106 agreements) to implement proposals that will help to alleviate congestion at key junctions on the inner ring road and reduce traffic volume through the town centre; improve air quality and enhance the built environment as well as encouraging sustainable modes of transport within the town.  It is also expected to contribute to economic growth, improve the public realm and wayfinding aspects of people’s journeys as well as their safety.
Following a public consultation which was due to end on 29 March 2016, members were now asked to consider a formal response.

Discussion took place and members raised concerns about the cost of the scheme and the timescale to undertake the works.  They felt there was a lack of detail and the plans did not appear to resolve any particular issue.  Of particular concern were Meole Brace Roundabout, the potential loss of a loading bay servicing the market and the reduction to two lanes of the English Bridge.

RESOLVED:
That the Town Clerk write to Matt Johnson, Shropshire Council Strategic Transport and Contracts Manager requesting a further meeting with Shropshire Council to provide members with more detailed information.

Councillor Fraser joined the meeting during this item

89/15
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the following items being considered involve the disclosure of confidential information.

1 member of the Press left the meeting

90/15
ACCOMMODATION
Councillor Mosley updated members on continuing talks with Shropshire Council regarding the proposed Town Council office accommodation at the Library.

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Mosley’s update be noted
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