SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Recreation & Leisure Committee

Held in room SGH020 at Guildhall, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Wednesday 14 October 2015
PRESENT – Councillors K Roberts (Chair), Mrs B Baker, A Bannerman, H Fraser (substitute for Councillor M Kenny), I Jones, P Moseley (substitute for Councillor K Pardy), A Mosley 
IN ATTENDANCE – Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Mike Cox (Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager), Ruth Jones (acting Committee Clerk)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Councillors K Owen, K Pardy, J Tandy
28/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY & NON-PECUNIARY) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT
	Shropshire Councillors
	Twin hatted members declared a personal interest in matters relating to the Town Council’s relationship with Shropshire Council


29/15
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 15 August 2015 were submitted as circulated and read. 
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 15 August 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.
30/15
MATTERS ARISING
Ref: 23/15 – Allotments.  The Operations Manager confirmed that the fencing at Heathgates allotments has been programmed to be installed shortly.
Ref: 26.2 – Barriers.  The Town Clerk confirmed that the galvanised barriers have been purchased and have been marked up with STC.  The Events Consortium are aware that the barriers are available for hiring out.
31/15
FEES & CHARGES 2016/17
31.1 - Review of Fees & Charges.  Members considered the proposed fees and charges that have been set up in readiness for the 2016/17 budget.  The proposed increase was in-line with inflation.
The Town Clerk asked for Members approval for Officers to use their discretion when agreeing date rates for Quarry Festivals particularly when they are likely to add value to the town centre events programme.  Members discussed this and where supportive of the request. 
RECOMMENDED:

(i) That the Fees & Charges as proposed be used in the setting of the 2016/17 budget.

(ii) That the Officers be given delegated authority to use their discretion when agreeing the day rate for Quarry events and that any reductions be reported back to committee.  

31.2 - Review of Tennis Key Scheme.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager advised that currently the tennis courts at Monkmoor, Castlefields, Frankwell & St Michaels are available from April to September from dawn to dust via a key, at a cost of £43 per year with a deposit of £10. The fee entitles the user to only have access to the courts at the site of their choice.   
The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager recommended that by fitting a combination padlock at each of the locations will allow the user to have access to all locations rather than just one.  The rental would increase to £45 per year.  Any misuse of the combination code, then the code can be changed instantly.  The combination padlock will allow access to all of the sites and will encourage more users to use the facilities.
RECOMMENDED:

That Council approves changes to the Key Scheme for the 2016/17 season.
32/15
PLAY


32.1 - Quarry Play Area.  The Town Clerk reported that a cross party Working Group had been set up for the refurbishment of the Quarry Play Area and that a rigorous tender process had been followed.  Members were advised that the process included: evaluating the play value for each equipment item, revenue implications, full due diligence and consideration to the maintenance of each equipment item.  The consultation started on 2nd October and will end on 30th October, which is via the Town Council website and currently over 1000 people have casted their vote.  Comments will be fed back to the Contractors and each Contractor will be presenting their suggestions to the Working Party on 11th November.  Construction will take 12 weeks and will be completed by Easter 2016. 

Planning permission is being sought as equipment over 4 metres high, is beyond the Councils General Permitted Development Rights.
Councillor Bannerman thanked the Officers for the huge amount of time that it has taken and appreciates all the hard work.


During October half-term there will be an open event in the Quarry Play Area where the plans will be available for discussion with members of the public.  Schools have been contacted for their preferences.
Members discussed the process in great detail and it was felt that whoever is awarded the contract should have a clause for missing the finishing date.

RECOMMENDED:

That the Town Clerk seeks approval from the Mayor to convene an Extraordinary meeting of Full Council on 11th November at 3pm to confirm the winning design. 
Councillor Mosley left the meeting.
32.2 - Greenfields Play Area.  The Operations Manager reported that the construction of the new play area is progressing well.  The wetpour and turf will be laid w/c 19th October.  The new facility will be opened once the grass has established.   

RESOLVED:

That the Operations Manager liaises with Councillor Baker and the Mayor regarding an open event.

33/15
QUARRY
33.1 - Events 2015. The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager circulated an updated list of events in the Quarry for the remainder of 2015.   Members were informed that confirmation had been received for the Christmas event that will be taking place on 12th December (10am – 6pm) & 13th December (10am – 5pm).
Members were asked if they would support the installation of a tree pit by the Park Wardens Lodge for a Christmas Tree.  Members were in support of this, however Councillor Jones requested his objections to the use of Christmas Trees be noted.
RESOLVED:

That the Operations Manager arranges for a tree pit to be installed and appropriate tree and lighting be used.
33.2 - Planned Major Events 2016.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager circulated a list of the planned major events for 2016. 
33.3 - Power Network Upgrades.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that Western Power will be carrying out their work on Victoria Avenue from 19th October to 6th November.  Minimal disruption will take place in the tarmac and re-instatement works will be carried out.
Councillor P Moseley left the meeting

33.4 - Shropshire Horticultural Society.  The Town Clerk informed Members that it has been noted at the Safety Advisory Group that during the night-time entertainment at the Flower Show there are insufficient toilet provisions.  The Shropshire Horticultural Society would like approval to link into other drainage along Victoria Avenue, so that the toilet provision could be relocated.
Members discussed the issue and it was felt that they were not overly enthusiastic about digging the Quarry up further and raised concerns about the impact of excavation on mature trees.
RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk requests additional information from the Shropshire Horticultural Society regarding their plans.
34/15
MARKETS
The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that 94% of the units are being utilised, with a waiting list of 7.

The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported that the Christmas events will begin on 18th November in conjunction with the Christmas Lights Switch On.  These will be linked into the 50th Anniversary.

The Town Clerk reported that the Market Hall anniversary celebrations where very well attended.

35/15
RECREATION GROUND MATTERS
35.1 - Springfield Recreation Ground.  Consideration has been given for preventing travellers from accessing the site.  The Operations Manager reported that trees and shrubs would complement the area, rather than installing bollards.  The topography of the land will also be utilised as this also prevents vehicles from accessing grounds in the future.  Members where in support of the planting of the trees and shrubs.
RESOLVED:

That the Operations Manager progresses a scheme around purchasing and planting of the trees and shrubs.

35.2 - Monkmoor Recreation Ground.  The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager reported on the upgrades to the tennis courts following the Lawn & Tennis Associations agreement to 50% funding for new posts, nets and repainting the tennis courts.

Shropshire Tennis and Energise will be involved in stimulating interests within the area with the aim of creating a community tennis club.
The Town Clerk reported that a repair cost of £950 had been received for a hole in the penalty spot.

The Town Clerk reported that Members need to consider when it is appropriate to use the sink fund for the replacement astro-turf, given the ongoing repair and maintenance.  Members were supportive of specifications being obtained. 
Members felt that the appropriate supervision should be made available at Monkmoor during the evenings and weekends.

RECOMMENDED:
That the Finance & General Purposes Committee give consideration to additional staffing requirements at Monkmoor Recreation Ground.

RESOLVED:

(i) That the Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager arranges for the repair of the penalty spot.

(ii) That the Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager prepares the specification for the replacement of the 3G Synthetic pitch surface.   
35.3 - Cricket Practice Nets.  The Town Clerk reported on a request from Beacon Cricket Club to install practice nets.  A location had been agreed and the Club alongside their sponsors, Saxonby would be able to fund the concrete pads.  The club had asked for any financial assistance in purchasing the nets.   The County Ground is becoming a sports hub with canoeing, football, angling and rounder’s.  The Beacon Cricket Club are investing substantially into the grounds and they are also considering the re-development of the pavilion.  Whilst there was no provision in the budget for such purchase the Town Clerk reported on the receipt of community funds in relation to the establishment of a Solar Farm in the Battlefield Ward.  The Ward Member was happy to support its use on this scheme.


RECOMMENDED:


That £4,000 be set aside from the Sundorne Solar Farm fund for the purchase of cricket nets. 


35.4 Radbrook.  The Town Clerk reported that a request had been received from Mouchel who wished to improve the footway along Radbrook Road.  They sought approval to use part of the Radbrook Recreation Ground for this purpose.  The Radbrook Ward Member was supportive of the proposals but wished to see the overall entrance to the site be improved.
RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk confirms to Mouchel that Members where in support of the footway improvements with the conditions discussed.

36/15
SHREWSBURY IN BLOOM
The Operations Manager advised that the spring bulbs have been received and will be distributed accordingly.

Operationally bedding up is going well.  Sustainable planting is being considered, as this would save on the purchasing of annual bedding.

The Town Clerk reported that the BID received a Gold award and were category winners in the Heart of England In Bloom Awards.   Encouragement and support will be given to the schools and neighbourhoods for the 2016 entries, whilst supporting the BID in there category.  A new category for parks is to be setup, which members were keen that the Quarry be entered.
The Town Clerk advised that discussions had taken place with an individual regarding a green wall which reduces traffic omissions.  Shropshire Council are supporting the idea and the Town Council staff were looking to assist where possible. 

37/15
CHRISTMAS
37.1 Switch-on/Carols in the Square. The Outdoor Recreation & Asset Manager updated members on plans for both events, which are progressing well. Both events will be presented to the Safety Advisory Group in October.
Shrewsbury Town Council staff will be carrying out the road closures in conjunction with Graham Puttock (Shrewsbury Town stewarding) and University students.

Eat Street will be at St Alkmunds Church for the lights switch-on, as this will hopefully spread out the crowd.

Members thanked the staff for their hard work, in particular Rob Plimmer & Stuart Farmer for the operational logistics.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk publicises that the events have been organised by Shrewsbury Town Council.
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