[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]




SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE
30 SEPTEMBER 2020
Councillor Pam Moseley
DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS
[image: image3.jpg]- = Ny
e < &

* -~ ? ." PP
- - 3 ‘%:‘M& - \’f‘r ‘:
3 N et L e

R

SN




Hillside Drive Public Open Space – Future Maintenance

Purpose of Report

(i) To inform members of the Committee of the current situation regarding an area of public open space within the recent development of 25 houses at Hillside Drive, Monkmoor;

(ii) To inform members of the recent consultation of residents of Hillside Drive regarding the future maintenance of that public open space;

(iii) To ask members of the Committee to determine how the Town Council will maintain that area of land in the future.

Background

In October 2015, Shropshire Council’s Central Planning Committee granted planning consent for 25 houses at the top of Hillside Drive on a previously undeveloped field (Ref 15/02212/FUL). The site is bounded by the railway line to the south, Belvidere School playing field to the west, the pre-existing houses (1-15 and 2-8) of Hillside Drive to the north and a steeply sloping wooded area reaching down to the river and a section of the Seven Way path to the east.

Within the scheme, two areas of public open space are included. The larger of these two is centred upon a veteran oak tree, protected by the SABC (Belvidere Paddocks) Tree Preservation Order 2005, is level, and at the top of the slope to the river. The planning consent also included the creation of a path from this site to the river, to formalise an existing trodden path, and work to provide this is shortly to take place.    

The developers of the site (Galliers) have agreed to transfer the ownership and the responsibility for future maintenance to the Town Council. Due to the protracted nature of legalities, this has still to be finalised, however, there is no doubt that the Council will be responsible for looking after this site.  

The Current Situation

The new houses have been built and occupied for around 3 years. The POS land has been used by local people for recreation, dog walking and as a route to the river since then, and as a remnant of the field which was built upon, it is a well- known area for such activities by local residents. 

More recently, in June of this year, the local Member was contacted by a resident from one of the new houses to ask if (self- funded) goal posts could be erected on the land for local children to use. This request was refused by the Council for issues of maintenance, liability and safety. It was also apparent that much of the site had been close mown by private individuals to facilitate play. Further representations were then received from other residents who were not in favour of formalising recreational use of this land. 
Consultation

With differing views put forward about the site, the local Member and the STC Countryside Greenspace Manager agreed that it would be appropriate to consult with residents of Hillside Drive (of both older and newer houses) to seek residents’ views on how the land should be managed in the future.

On 9 August 2020, a letter was circulated to each household asking for residents to put forward their views on the land. The letter explained the background, pointed out that as public open space, the land was open for anyone to use, and put forward a compromise proposal of mowing approximately 25% of the site (the central area between the access and proposed path) on a monthly basis, with the remainder of the site to me left in a more natural state and cut annually each Autumn. It was felt important to include a suggestion for future maintenance for people to which people could respond. 

Thirteen responses were received, eleven from residents of the newer homes, and two from the older houses. The responses covered a wide range of opinion on the land, and some also touched on other related issues. Some residents were strongly in favour of managing the site for play, with others against the idea, preferring a more “wild” appearance for the land.

Below is a summary of each of the 13 views expressed:

· The site should be cut regularly, be clean, tidy and well looked after, not natural, messy and potentially squalid. Willing to cut the grass personally.

· The land should be given the chance to recover, and should be left as it is. The extensive  gardens around here should be utilised for play instead.

· The land around the oak tree was the one “bright spot” from the new development. No issues with a play area.

· In favour of this land being used for play, and an area being mown for that purpose, as it would provide a safe area for children, and stop them playing in the road, including on  bikes.

· Has been one of the residents who have mown the grass to allow children to play there. There can be up to 10 children playing out. There is already sufficient natural space around. Would like to see the land levelled as it is uneven, but not in favour of any permanent structures on the site.

· The proposal as set out in the consultation letter seems really sensible; not in favour of any permanent play features or goalposts.

· Concerned about damage to properties and cars from ball games, and noise levels from the site. In favour of keeping the site in its natural state. If a compromise is found, the area for play should be not be situated adjacent to houses.

· Feels the compromise suggested unacceptable. It was a mess, and there is already enough wild life habitat by the river. Prefers to see the whole site mown for families. Natural area should be 20% of the site maximum, and any natural area should be mown more than once per year.                                                                                                                                                     

· If made more useable for children, it will stop them playing on the streets. The wild life area is unattractive, and leads to litter and dog fouling.

· Suggests 80% grass, 20% wild life. Children safer here than on the streets. Fixed play structures not wanted, though a dog poo bin would be good.

· Has children, and would prefer to see the area mown. Would like to see wild flowers sown here, doesn’t think an annual mow of area would control the nettles and area would look untidy.

· Would like to see the whole area left in a natural state, as intended. Since used for play, more rubbish left on site. Getting fed up with bikes and scooters left out.

· Would like to see the entire site mown, as if left, the area would be overrun with weeds, and look untidy and unkempt.

Options

Clearly, with the breadth of opinion expressed, it will not be possible to find a solution which will satisfy every resident on site; even a compromise will, appear wrong in part to someone. However, a compromise could be identified. The proposal put forward in the consultation was for a wildlife-friendly to amenity mowing ratio of 80:20. 

The Countryside and Greenspace Manager is of the opinion that there could be a shift in the proportions between the two types of maintenance; but whatever Committee decides in this regard, if there is to be a mix of mowing regimes, the areas left in a natural condition should border the properties immediately adjacent to the site, and the closer mown area should be in a more central part of the site, and include access to the footpath to the river. He states that an annual mow of the wild areas would be sufficient.  The closer mown area would be cut by a batwing mower (the type which cuts the verges).

Members are therefore requested to determine how this piece of public open space should be maintained by the Council in the future. This could be to leave the land as a wild area, have the land as part wild/part mown (and in what proportions), or to mow the site in its entirety.

Associated Issues

Two swings have been attached to boughs of the oak tree. One of these is rope, one made of nylon twine. The Countryside and Greenspace Manager has examined these. He is content at present to leave the rope swing in place, but intends to remove the nylon twine swing as it has the potential to damage the bark of the tree which could lead to damage, or the tree’s demise.
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Location Map

Pictures Identifying the various areas within the site
View into the site from Hillside Drive, showing access

Oak tree in centre of site
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View from site towards Hillside Drive



Mown area of site











View showing path leading to the river path (section of Severn Way)


Natural area of site
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