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A Tile Mural  for Shrewsbury Railway Station
[bookmark: _GoBack]Between 1914 and 1918, hundreds of thousands of young British men left their families and their Country to fight in the First World War.  After a brief spell in training camp, the raw recruits would be packed off in trains, taking them to Dover, France and the Western Front.  In “The Send Off” the young Wilfred Owen brilliantly describes the departure of such a train, reflecting on its significance for the recruits, for their families and for all of us.
Wilfred’s father, Tom Owen, worked for the Great Indian Peninsula Railway in Bombay before WW1 and then became Assistant Superintendent of London & North Western and Great Western Joint Railways from 1907 – 1925.  During the War, Tom was based at Shrewsbury Station and the family lived in the town.
The part played by the railways in the daily lives of the Owens and other families is expressed in the imagery of The Send Off 
· The siding shed which holds the special train containing the recruits
· The bells, white flowers and wreaths – all connected with welcome and farewell, but also with death
· A dull porter and a tramp watching – the ordinariness of a scene multiplied across the country
· The poignant references in the ending to “village wells” and “half-known roads” – many men came from deeply rural counties like Shropshire
Owen’s reputation and importance as a poet has continued to grow.  Shrewsbury Heritage is working with Shropshire Archives to lay on 100 days of WW1 Commemorative Events, culminating in the 100th anniversary of Wilfred Owen’s death, November 4 1918.  Hopefully WO100 will attract national and international attention.
It is proposed that A Tile Mural created and led by Bench Art, a local consortium of artists specialising in ceramic public art, should be the legacy piece of work for WO100.  One of the brick arches on the wall of the forecourt of Shrewsbury Railway Station has been identified as a perfect location.  It is visible from outside the forecourt and will be passed by everyone entering and leaving the station (approximately two million per annum).
The tiles would be weather resistant and placed onto boards that would then be fixed to the wall, to fill the space within the arch.  The Benchart team are very familiar with this kind of installation.  Most recently they have completed a tile and pavement trail at Jackfield Tile Museum and there is the commemorative Wakeman ‘Look Up’ trail across Shrewsbury, which has placed ceramic inserts in bricked up windows, doorways and other parts of the historic town.

Please review links for examples of previous work from the BenchArt team 
http://www.ruthgibsonceramics.co.uk/Project-Gallery/jackfield-tile-project-2016
https://www.facebook.com/wakemanart/
Artist Mike Griffiths from Benchart  has developed this first draft of an idea for the image in the Shrewsbury railway Station Brick Arch.                                                       
                                      [image: ]
                                       [image: ]
The whole image would be terracotta in colour, except the sheets of paper on the rail tracks, with The Send Off’ written upon them, which will be white porcelain. Sponsors will be acknowledged beside the image. 
This is a first interpretation and the final image may contain other elements.

We are looking to raise £15,000 (out of a total cost of £18,000) from private and charitable donations.  Because of various difficulties, the project has been delayed and we have a tight schedule now, in order to allow for an unveiling of the work within the WO100 commemoration period this autumn.
We are appealing particularly to those who, at this centennial moment, wish to commemorate Owen or a relative, who lost his life in the Great War, to those who love Shrewsbury or Shropshire and to those who love Owen’s poetry and wish it to be read and admired by everyone.
Bankers for the project are the Friends of Shrewsbury Archives.  Contributors should contact Tim Jenkins at Shropshire Council in the first instance – tim.jenkins@shropshire.gov.uk 
If you would like to contribute, or to pass this to someone or an organisation, who you think would be interested, we would be most grateful.  I would be happy to give further information about the project if required.

Andrew Bannerman
Shrewsbury Heritage
andrew@andrewbannerman.co.uk 
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