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SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

FULL COUNCIL

26 JUNE 2017
Responsible Officer: Helen Ball (Town Clerk)
SITES OF COMMUNITY ROAD SAFETY CONCERN

1
Purpose of Report
(i) To update Council on the procedure for identifying sites of community road safety concern
(ii) To identify those areas that shall be submitted to Shropshire Council

2
Background

Since 2013 Shropshire Council has operated a system of considering areas of road safety concern.  Details are contained within their policy:

https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/399627/Road-safety-policy-March-2013.pdf
The whole approach is designed to be bottom up allowing local community concerns to work through the system.

Town & Parish Councils will accept requests first, then submit those that they support and consider there to be a level of shared community concern to Shropshire Council.  Town & Parish Councils make 3 submissions a year (February, May & September) and the Policy allows for the submission of no more than 5 per submission.
It is very difficult for the Town Council to stick to 5 sites per submissions, particularly given our Town Council boundary covers 17 Shropshire Council Divisions where as some Parish Councils might find that they are one of 17 in a single Shropshire Council in the Rural area.  Equally the roads in Shrewsbury are by far and away the busiest across the whole of the Shropshire Highways Network.

3
Town Council Process in determining priority sites
We receive requests from a variety of sources:

· Local Town Councillor

· Local Shropshire Councillor

· Residents
· Highways Engineers

· Town Council staff

Ruth our Officer Manager collates the requests and seek the views of the local Highways Engineers to allow for a greater understanding of the area when considering priorities.

That list is then considered by the three Group Leaders and their recommendations are submitted to the relevant Full Council Meeting for onward submission to Shropshire Council.  This process has been more efficient with Group Leaders taking an holistic view of the town rather than individual members arguing the merits of their submissions over others.
4
Deadline Dates

To ensure that we make the end of February, May & September deadlines, the internal deadlines are listed:

	Shropshire Council Deadline
	Town Council Meeting date
	Deadline of submissions to Ruth

	September 2017
	26 June 2017
	

	February 2018
	22 January 2018
	22 December 2017

	May 2018
	19 March 2018
	16 February 2017

	September 2018
	10 September 2018
	27 July 2018


5
Current List

The current list is an amalgamation of a May & September submission as it was not possible to consider an earlier submission due demands elsewhere around the elections.  The Group Leaders met on 23 June to consider priorities.
6
What happens then

Ruth sends the list to the Highways Engineers and these will be considered alongside all other submissions in readiness for discussions on what will be included in the 18/19 Highways Capital Programme.

Ruth will also look to receiving feedback from previous submissions to be presented at these Council Meetings

In considering that members might need to consider wider matters:

· Traffic Counts – To understand the actual effect on a road often requires traffic counts.  These are quite expensive to put in place as they are commissioned out to the Council’s Highways Design Contractor Mouchel.  If they cannot fund traffic counts on Shrewsbury streets, would the Town Council consider paying for them?  Alternatively, is there the potential for either our Street Lighting Contractor or even our Neighbourhood Wardens to be trained and authorised to put the kit in place?

· Vehicle Activated Signs – The Town Council has funded a number of VAS signs and these generally work from a number of identified hotspots where the infrastructure to run the sign is installed in a streetlight.  Shropshire Council are looking at upgrading their lighting stock and the new style 6m aluminium columns are not designed to support VAS.  We might therefore need to look at standalone columns that the VAS is fitted on that could be independently hooked up to the underground power supply or look at different signs that run on solar power.

7
Recommendations

(i) That the Report and Deadline Dates be noted
(ii) That the recommendations as presented for the basis of the Town Council’s submission
