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Introduction

At the Last Recreation & Leisure Committee Officers were asked to research the Charter for Walking Neighbourhoods.  This is an initiative promoted by the Ramblers Association.

Neighbourhoods that are green and walkable promote good physical health, mental health and wellbeing.  They help combat poor air quality and encourage people to get outside and be active.
A walking neighbourhood is a safe and welcoming place to be a pedestrian.  Residents have easy access to streets with plantings and a variety of green spaces - from community gardens and allotments, to pocket parks and city farms.  Networks of green walking routes connect people from their doorsteps to the places they want to go.
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The Ramblers Association have developed their 5 point Charter:

1. Make Neighbourhoods Green

Target: Everyone has access to high-quality green space within five minutes’ walk of their doorstep. 

Action: All development and transport infrastructure schemes make a positive contribution to the overall local resource of high-quality, accessible green space. There is a clear plan for monitoring and addressing ‘green poverty’. 
2. Create a Network of Green Walking Routes

Target: A network of green walking routes connects people to the places they want to go.

Action: Pavements and public spaces are planned as a network for walkers. Council policies on planning, health, transport and economic growth directly contribute to the delivery of green infrastructure. All development schemes incorporate ‘green infrastructure’ as an integral design component at the pre-planning stages of development. 
3. Prioritise Pedestrians

Action: Transport and infrastructure developments put the needs of pedestrians first. Measures to address the issues that discourage people from walking are in place, including a default speed limit of 20mph, well-maintained and clutter-free pavements, convenient road crossings and a prohibition on pavement parking.
4. Promote Walking

Target: People are encouraged and supported to get walking.

Action: Local government and partners from the health and voluntary sector have a plan to get more people walking. Partners work together to commission led-walks, develop promoted routes, ensure good signposting, host community walking festivals and other local events and activities.
5. Reclaim Places for Communities

Target: Green routes and spaces are designed with communities and open to all.
Action: Green spaces are public, inclusive and accessible to all. Voluntary groups, community groups and residents are involved in the design and maintenance of local green spaces. Residents are empowered to take ownership of public spaces, e.g. through support for new street plantings or temporary street closures for community events. 
It calls on local Councillors to sign up to their charter by emailing campaign@ramblers.org.uk with their name and ward so that they can add their name to their list of pledges
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What are we doing locally?
Big Town Plan

Much of the sentiment of the Charter is embedded in the Big Town Plan work particularly:

· The creation of green networks
· The encouragement of alternative modes of transport to the care
· The SITP work on creating better footways through the town
· The development of masterplans to link developments open space and networks
· The creation of the Shrewsbury Test
Local Plan

The evolving Local Plan Review has looked at many of the actions of the Big Town Plan (which has now been adopted and is used as Material Consideration in the planning process.  Areas have been dismissed so as to maintain green networks and some areas have been purposely included to create greater linkages

Town Council Activity

Much of the he Town Council’s work is about creating better enjoyment to open space which in turn promotes a greater element of activity with associated long term benefits.

The Capital Programme has focussed on improving some open space as well as developing better linkages (which is to be discussed in another part of this meeting.

The Bloom Group has developed a number of visitor leaflets to sites within the town and it is intended to keep expanding this portfolio of leaflets year on year.

Councillor Involvement

The Ramblers Association Charter calls on local councillors to individually sign up to the charter (see details above.

There have also been examples of Councillors initiating local interest.  Councillor Dean’s Big Town Walks was a good example.

Shropshire Great Outdoors

Members will recall a recent presentation by colleagues at Shropshire Council around the development of accessible open space for all.  Their aim was to have quality open space within a 15 minute walk of everyone’s home.  Members may wish to explore this concept further.

SITP & Community Road Safety
Members are aware of the work of the Integrated Transport Plan in developing better and more alternative transport route other than the car.  This also feeds through the development process.  The Town Council were also keen to see the introduction of 20mph zones throughout the town.  This at first saw Shropshire Council voting against the proposals but since then the Portfolio Holder for Transport did give personal reassurances that the idea would be looked at by a Task & Finish Group.  Community Road Safety Policies saw the Town Council feeding in areas of road safety concern to Shropshire Council.  This process was mothballed 18 months ago in an effort to address significant cuts to budgets.  It is scheduled for re-entry into the budget for 2020/21.  Members may wish to start taking a proactive look at all the areas previously submitted to see whether some need to be more actively pursued should the initiative be re-introduced.
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