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SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL


CLIMATE CHANGE STANDING COMMITTEE

27 OCTOBER 2022
Officer:  Amanda Spencer (Deputy Town Clerk)
SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL INSETTING AND OFFSETTING INITIATIVES

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT
To update the Committee on the Town Council’s current insetting and offsetting initiatives.
BACKGROUND

In order to achieve the Town Council’s objective of becoming carbon neutral by 2030 it will be necessary to instigate both insetting and offsetting solutions. Carbon insetting is where an organisation invests in sustainable practices within its own supply chain, often through agroforestry and tree-planting projects, that sequester carbon, promote climate resilience, protect biodiversity and restore ecosystems. Offsetting is where an organisation pays or arranges projects to capture atmospheric carbon dioxide elsewhere.

The Town Council’s Climate Change Action Plan demonstrates the organisation’s commitment to carbon neutrality and whether each of these actions will inset or offset carbon. It also includes a number of actions that will do neither but still have a significant impact upon the way the Town Council operates. The Action Plan does not yet reveal the quantities of carbon that each of these activities will either inset or offset but the Carbon Footprint Audit currently being undertaken will reveal some of this data shortly. 
Further detail of a number of current initiatives can be found in the Shrewsbury in Bloom 2022 portfolio.

INSETTING INITIATIVES UNDER CONSIDERATION
· Investigate the potential to be involved in a Weir Hydro Scheme

· Explore the potential for installing solar/wind mitigating measures on Town Council land/buildings

COMPLETED OFFSETTING INITIATIVES

· Tendering process amended to reflect carbon efficiency

· LED/solar lights installed across Town Council sites

· Energy provider reviewed

· Purchase of electric vehicles wherever feasible

· Ensured contractors have ‘zero to landfill’ policy wherever possible

· All planting vessels have built-in water reservoirs

· All waste is recycled wherever possible

· Only peat free compost utilised

· Irrigation needs reduced

· Changes to the management and maintenance of planted areas including:

· Playing surfaces changed to hard wearing grass – more capacity for water retention

· Use of Biochar – permanent refuge for beneficial microbiology

· ‘No water’ policy at Monkmoor Recreation Ground

· Changes to plant selection including the use of more shrubs

· Recycling of resident’s trees, part of the three-year project Trees Outside Woodlands

· Management of lime tree stock in the Quarry

· Review and management of all Ash stock

· Improved environment for wildlife at Hermitage Green

· Recycling of plastic waste from the Market Hall

· Management of the Queen’s Green Canopy scheme for the county

PLANNED OFFSETTING INITIATIVES

· Undertake a buildings audit to ascertain any efficiency measures

· Review of staff travel

· Investigating the use of pyrolysis for all waste

· Initiate Climate Emergency grant fund to support local initiatives

· Project to reintroduce Eurasian beavers to the Old River Bed in the town
RECOMMENDATIONS

(I) That the report be noted.
(II) That insetting initiatives be considered further.
