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SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL 
 RECREATION AND LEISURE 

Wednesday 26th May 2021 
 

Officer: Mike Cox – Outdoor Recreation and Asset Manager 
 

FISHERIES 
 
 
 

Purpose of Report 
 
To update the Council the work of Shrewsbury Town Fisheries 
 

UPDATE 
 
Preparation for the start of the new Coarse Fishing Season 
 
Since the last meeting, the coarse fishing season has closed, and will reopen on the 16th June. 
 
Inspections are being made of all the fishing platforms, and ongoing maintenance such as replacing the 
gravel on the tops of the fishing platforms. 
 
Cleaning the platform numbers. 
 
Strimming the access and surrounds to the fishing platforms. 
 
Replacing damaged timbers and steps 
 
General tidy up of the banks. 
 
All this work should be completed in time for the commencement of the new season which should ensure 
safe access to the river and that visitors to our waters, have an enjoyable experience. 
 
External Funding 
 
Grants were obtained from the Angling Trust Fishery Improvement Fund to the sum of £4000 to enable five 
new platforms at the Emstrey Fishery. Also improvements to be completed at Mousecroft Pool with a grant 
of £5000 from the EA, with more Gravel paths being laid to ensure easier access for disabled anglers from 
the car park, and improvements to the general footpaths in the vicinity of the pool due to the increased 
number of visitors. 
 
The grants also allowed replacement pegs at Frankwell and new pegs at the Monkmoor fishery, which has a 
rolling programme of replacing old pegs and increasing the provision. 
 
Junior Academy 
 
A junior academy is due to commence later this year and the Fisheries are seeking to ensure we have 
sufficient numbers of qualified bailiffs who have also been DBS checked. This is being supported by the 
Angling Trust who are keen to ensure youngsters get the best start in the sport and Total Angling who will 
provide equipment and bait. 
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The junior academy will also cater for the parents of the juniors with the objective of not only learning how 
to fish, but also have an educational aspect with the view of protecting our environment and wildlife. 
The Shropshire Wildlife Trust and various other bodies will have an input on these subjects, either 
practically or via website, blogs and films. 
 
The events will be timeslot based in the interim with respect to Covid, and these sessions can be booked via 
a new section to be launched on the fisheries website. 
 
Up to eight coaches will be initially trained and DBS checked. These coaches will consist of six bailiffs and 
two members of the public and will all be fully qualified. 
 
A grant has been successfully obtained from the Angling Trust for £2000 to help with the initial steps of the 
academy, and it is envisaged we shall receive continued support from the Angling trust towards all 
processes. 
 
Contact has already been made with Severndale SEN Academy with interest for their children. The Fisheries 
management team has agreed to support Severndale in any way they can to enable their pupils to utilize 
our waters. 
 
This will be an exciting prospect for the youngsters and also help the parents with the enjoyment of 
outdoor activities.  
 
The Fisheries are also looking to work with our Young Shrewsbury Youth Service to enable teenagers to 
participate in the sport and hopefully provide access to a sporting activity which is not expensive or 
competitive and provides a relaxing alternative activity. 
 
Funding 
 
Income for this time of year will be down because during the start of the Covid Lock down, all fisheries had 
to be closed until restrictions eased, it was decided to extend the duration of the existing permits as it was 
not their fault they were initially barred from fishing. 
 
Now lock down is easing, and with the continued improvements to the fisheries, we are expecting to see in 
increase in new members applying for the annual permits. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

1. That the report be noted 
2. That the Fishing Co-ordinator & Bailiffs be thanked for their continued work 

 


