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SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL


OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
9 JULY 2025
Officer:  Danny Powell – Operations Manager
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE UPDATE

Purpose
To report on Town Council grounds maintenance operations.

Weather
Once again, the weather gives us a different set of problems to deal with. From last year’s wet to this year’s heat waves, no year is the same. 

As this week starts, we are told that another period of hot weather is on its way. The weather this year has meant that we have held back on putting out our floral features to protect them from the heat and help us to keep them watered. 400 hanging baskets in the greenhouse are easier to water than if they were spread across the Town Centre. 

The hot dry dust conditions are also starting to affect the machinery, roller bearings are starting to brake because of the hard ground conditions and filters need to be changed and cleaned more frequently because of the dust.

There is also the staff welfare to consider, working in 30-degree heat does influence them. They are trying to carry work in shade during the hottest part of the day and take on more fluids. Staff have been issued with factor 50 sun cream.

Countryside Team

Have carried out tree work at Springfield Mere to remove several trees to open up areas, to keep oxygen levels higher in the water. This work was recommended by the Environment Agency after the problems at the Mere last summer.

Hay making has been carried out, but the number of bales hass reduced this year because of the dry spring.

Staff with the help of volunteers have been Japanese Balsam pulling.

Countryside foot paths have been maintained and their maintenance programme continues.

Staff have been working with volunteers at other locations.

The Rural mowing team have been out on their round and have also been mowing some areas in the Town area.

Logistics Team

Darren Woods, Chris Kane and Dylan Bennett have been starting at 6 am to put out the hanging baskets. 

This year we have sold over 200 hanging baskets this is on top of the baskets that are put on public buildings.

Over the next week the other floral features will be placed around the town.

Playground inspections and maintenance are ongoing.

The mechanics are carrying out general maintenance and repairs, they have fabricated an arm to carry the VE Day sign in the Dingle.

Stepping up Team have carried numerous jobs across the Town (see separate report).

Amenity Team

All plants and floral features have been delivered to the Town and Parish Councils we are suppling this year.

The Team have finished planting the summer bedding across the Town.

From this week our watering team are starting, this will release staff back to their normal duties.

The regular maintenance programme will resume now bedding out has finished.

The children who were winners of the ‘design a planter’ competition have been notified and are receiving their certificates from the Mayor and the Bloom Committee.

One of the Lime Trees in the Quarry has been removed, it was identified as having a disease.

The Nursery is now nearly empty of bedding plants, just stock plants are left. A deep clean will now take place before the Spring bedding plants are sown.

Contractors are working on the Greenhouse heating system to replace the pipe work which has rusted through, after nearly 20 years.

Recreation Team
All summer sports fixtures are progressing, they are now into the 2nd half of their seasons.

Winter sports fixtures are now being set. Town Council football pitches will be available from the beginning of September.

With the continued hot weather, we are looking to stop the verge and large area mowing for a week or so. 
Staff will then move on to other work before returning to mowing later in the month.

With the end of the school year nearly with us, we will be starting to mark out winter sports and cut hedges ready for the new term.

Some staff have been working on the Britain in Bloom route, strimming and carrying out general maintenance.

Maintenance of the general cemetery is on programme.

Conclusion
The last few weeks have been extremely busy, and we are now in the countdown to Britain in Bloom judging. Once that has taken place, staff can then look forward to their summer holiday and the last weeks of summer before the Autumn/Winter work programmes start. 
Once again, our staff have carried out their work to a high standard in difficult weather conditions and I want to thank them for this.

