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-	 Each theme was championed by a team member, who moved 
around each table in turn, encouraging people to share their 
thoughts on each subject, discussing with the group and writing down 
as much as possible.

-	 The time available was limited to a few minutes, to retain focus 
and keep energy levels high.

-	 The eight presentation boards were displayed digitally as well as 
printed out for the public during the meeting and were helpful to 
inform the discussion.

-	 STC advertised as widely as possible, to maximise the number of 
people attending.

The purpose of this document is to record all of the input provided 
by members of the public, which makes a great start in establishing 
public priorities for the next phase of the life of The Quarry.

-	 The visual material was structured into the following themes, 
covering the wide range of issues that people are interested in, and 
the wide range of issues that STC will need to address in future years, 
as custodians of The Quarry.
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01 Everyday Use of the Park
02 Park Safety
03 Play & Family
04 Access & Active Travel

The engagement strategy for The Quarry Park CMP is organised into 
four distinct stages, tailored to optimise input into the development 
of the Conservation Management Plan. Each stage is different in 
purpose, format and outcome. These dates are indicative for present 
purposes. 

•	 ROUND ZERO-Annual Town Meeting-30 April 2026
•	 ROUND ONE-Initial public engagement-25 May to 8 June 2026
•	 ROUND TWO-Targeted stakeholder engagement-28 August to 12 

October 2026
•	 ROUND THREE-Consultation on draft CMP-9 November to 30 

November 2026

The last agenda item of the Annual Town Meeting, Thursday 30 April 
2026, consisted of a public workshop, as the first part of the Quarry 
CMP engagement, becoming ENGAGEMENT ROUND ZERO in 
the overall strategy set out above.

-	 The Annual Town Meeting is a public event help in the Guildhall 
at 7pm on Thursday 30 April, for STC to engage with the public and 
discuss ongoing initiatives. This is a great opportunity to consult the 
public on Quarry Park CMP.

-	 The purpose of the consultation is for us to find out what people 
think about the how The Quarry is now and what it should be like in 
the future. This will be very helpful as we start to develop the CMP.

-	 It was in a ‘World Café’ format with a number of tables, each 
covering one subject (eg safety, play, access, wildlife etc), where 
people can discuss (amongst themselves and with the team) and leave 
post-it notes with their thoughts, observations, concerns and ideas.



01 EVERYDAY USE
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What would 
encourage you 

visit more 
often?

What do you 
think people l ike 
most about being 

there?

Why do you
 visit The 
Quarry?



Things That People Do The Quarry
•	Exercise x5
•	Outdoor gym x2
•	Jogging / Park run x7
•	Walking x3 / Walk at night x2
•	Cycling x6
•	Sportsx2
•	Fishing x3
•	Picnic x5
•	Dog walking x4
•	Destressing [Tai chi]
•	Concerts x3
•	Dog training x3 
•	School use?
•	Play x3

Note. The points made here represent the range of views of individuals, therefore they are 
diverse and sometimes conflicting.

01. EVERYDAY USE

General Comments & Observations
•	Play for adult [needed]
•	Feels unsafe at night x2
•	Use summer / water play x5
•	Dog walking (keep on lead) x2
•	Better Play Facility / Bespoke in keeping 

with Shrewsbury x2
•	[It is my] Route to station
•	 Ice cream & Coffee x4
•	Better evening lighting and better evening 

security
•	Cameras / CCTV
•	Rangers made big difference in day & 

evening
•	  [The Quarry is a] Place for everyone
•	Keep river clean for canoeists + swimming
•	No motorised vehicles in the river
•	A designated dog area off lead fenced off
•	More benches
•	 Ice cream & coffee Van
•	Park gym equipment for outdoor workouts
•	Don’t make rules for people let it evolve
•	Love the quarry would welcome rangers for 

longer for late visits
•	Free wheelchairs available for public use/

hire so people can access the dingle



02 PARK SAFETY
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How can The 
Quarry feel 

more safe for 
everybody?

Are there 
times when you 

feel 
The Quarry is 

unsafe?

Which areas 
might be less 

safe?



Making The Quarry Feel Safer for Everybody
•	 Improve lighting x4 – (Life belts/rings) 

(Lighting? bit brighter) (Maybe zones 
related to events) (Better lighting)

•	 Improve Pathways x2- (Cycle vs pedestrian) 
(Keep paths by river safe) (Speeding 
cyclists)

•	 Improve Riverside x2 – (What are the 
swimming areas?) (Cleaner river to swim in)

•	 Improve security – (CCTV? x2) (More 
prominent patrols) (Rangers x3) (Regular 
evening Ranger patrols)

•	Dogs on lead x3 / Dogs off lead
•	 Improved safety
•	[By adding] Safety Signage for: walking, 

cycling, dogs.
•	Consultation of School children (Future use 

of Quarry).
•	Clearing of mud + silt after a flood 

(decontamination), and jet stairs and gullies.
•	Better Lighting.
•	Visual information on gates that close the 

pathways during a flood. Info on safe access 
routes.

•	We need Rangers for longer - to feel safer. 
The Rangers make all the difference.

Note. The points made here represent the range of views of individuals, therefore they are 
diverse and sometimes conflicting.

02. PARK SAFETY

General Comments & Observations
•	More lifebelts / Lifebuoys 
•	Do people know about ‘Ask for Angela’? 

(Cafe, rangers)
•	Maybe zones related to events?
•	Less safe: Quarry place-young people, feels 

threatening, especially after dark.
•	Decrease pollution
•	Better evening lighting
•	Poor WIFI - plus can’t contact people for 

help
•	Stop water companies polluting the river!
•	Rangers have made a big difference
•	What about e-bikes in the Quarry - faster, 

no noise
•	No fencing along riverbank
•	Under 10 - Free to swimming pool
•	Cycle lane. Running lane. -> Signage (Note: 

‘No formal lanes’ written nearby)
•	No e-scooters / No motor cars
•	River cafes to Greyfriars Weir
•	 I walk the Quarry every night between 9-11 

PM. Don’t feel unsafe.



03 PLAY & FAMILY
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How could The 
Quarry be better 

for people of  
all  ages?

Is the play 
area in the 

right place?

Is the play 
area big 
enough?

How can 
the play 

facilities be 
improved?



Ideas to Improve Play Facilities
•	Bigger play - bespoke play equipment / 

Unique to Shrewsbury
•	Play to be informal
•	 Integrated into the park
•	Signs to guide you to the play area?
•	Use Telford Town Park as an example
•	More seating in the play park. 
•	Sandpit / St Chads
•	Free access
•	Lido - yes please.
•	Organized gym sessions
•	Crazy Golf? Sustainable/themed. Built by 

local artists. Between Pod & Main Gate.
•	Petanque/Boule?
•	Adult swings near to St Chads? 
•	 [Make] Play – More creativity, humor, 

competent,  
•	Move the play area (flooding issues) + 

toilets - Triangle by Queen Mum Garden
•	More accessible Play equipment
•	Exercise Equipment for fitness
•	Need area for teenager - Football/

skateboarding specific areas for runners & 
cycling/safer

•	Benches + picnic tables

Note. The points made here represent the range of views of individuals, therefore they are 
diverse and sometimes conflicting.

03. PLAY & FAMILY

General Comments & Observations
•	Use of whole facility - St Julians / Sundorne 

/ Cycleway 
•	Do people actually use outdoor gyms? - Yes
•	Keep dogs on leads / Don’t keep dogs on 

leads
•	Use Telford town park as an example
•	Shrewsbury (Horticulture, Darwin, Rivers)
•	Triangle - Horticulture Place
•	Toilets open
•	Car park for disabled people for access



04 ACCESS & ACTIVE TRAVEL
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Do you 
think 

signage is 
important?

What do you 
think about 
cycling in 

The Quarry?

Does the 
lighting 
make a 

dif ference?

Do you, your 
family, and/or 

friends have any 
problems getting 

around The 
Quarry?



Ideas for Better Easier Access
•	Better signage for cyclists to be aware of 

pedestrians - agree
•	More seating in the play park.
•	Keep Park Run + Park Walk And add junior 

run
•	 Improve safety of active travel along 

the river from east side - no barrier so 
route feels unsafe particularly with young 
children. 

•	Discreet bollard lighting? 
•	Signage - remind people to be considerate 

with dogs/cyclists/children.
•	Dedicated cycle lane
•	Vehicles should not be allowed - Bank 

erosion
•	 Insufficient width of cycle lanes. Need 

separate lanes
•	Separate cyclists and pedestrians [Need 

separation]
•	Dogs on lead to avoid interference with 

pedestrians and cyclists x5 
•	Separate pedestrian and cycle route?
•	Signage for visitors 
•	Are wheelchairs available for the public to 

hire to have access for the Dingle?
•	Adequate lighting is essential
•	Cyclists must give way to other users on 

Victoria Ave.
•	Another bridge to promote active travel

Note. The points made here represent the range of views of individuals, therefore they are 
diverse and sometimes conflicting.

04. ACCESS & ACTIVE TRAVEL

General Comments & Observations 
•	The park is very accessible to everyone
•	Big events - Awkward to navigate around.
•	Signing good
•	Fine if respectful of others (cycling)
•	People not aware of surroundings
•	 I am more worried about runners than 

cyclists!
•	Owners not cleaning up after their dogs.
•	Platform / Train Station (written upside 

down/sideways)
•	Dogs allowed off lead x2



05 WILDLIFE,  HORTICULTURE & TREES
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What 
wildlife do 
you enjoy 

in The 
Quarry?

Do you 
visit The 
Dingle?

Should The 
Quarry be more 

wild in character? 
Or not?

Should 
there 

be more 
trees?



Ideas For Bringing More Wildlife To The 
Quarry
•	Better signage for cyclists to be aware of 

pedestrians - agree
•	More seating in the play park. 
•	Create variety in habitat. (Carpet bedding)
•	Design habitat with biodiversity in mind
•	More tree friendly area/corridor by river
•	Add a meadow / orchard / woodland area / 

pollinator friendly plant 
•	Horticulture linked to play
•	Programme of re-tree planting not just 

preserving older trees
•	 [Introducing] Wildflowers borders maybe. 

x2
•	Preserve Biodiversity corridor x2
•	Clean up river - water pollution
•	[Adding] Bird feeders, bat boxes
•	Be good if flowers and bulbs were offered to 

public for collection after they have died x2
•	Please no more formal planting - Let/make 

The Dingle more natural
•	Lighting on trees. Up lighting 
•	Look after the river embankments to 

prevent erosion.
•	Educational/Sign boards on what trees, why, 

history of the horticulture.
•	Long term plan for trees maintain/replace 

TPO trees
•	Keep ‘more’ trees either side of Tarmac 

paths NOT in grass open areas
•	Plant more variety of trees

Note. The points made here represent the range of views of individuals, therefore they are 
diverse and sometimes conflicting.

05. WILDLIFE, HORTICULTURE & TREES

•	More wildlife areas = natural planting.
•	Horticulture linked to Darwin
•	Wild areas can get very messy - x2 Good - 

balance manicured + messy
•	Stop herbicide & pesticide use. Especially 

Glyphosate. x2
•	[Adding more] Sculptures

General Comments & Observations
•	3 live in loop of River Coton Hill Morda +2
•	Kingfishers Water birds Herons
•	Problem of too many dogs - deter other 

wildlife (Wildlife)
•	7 (all) visit Dingle
•	Flowers esp. seasonal
•	Spring Camellias, Rhodos, Magnolias
•	Benches [are] enough
•	More trees, replacement good
•	Keep dingle - part of history (Percy 

Thrower)
•	Orienteering city challenge using map?run?
•	Current planting looks dated
•	Educational Courses
•	Good plant choice
•	Good Common Sense
•	Miniature
•	Percy Thrower! A nod to the history of the 

place.
•	No! The Quarry is a part of history/Percy 

Thrower. 
•	Design ideas Wedgwood Susannah
•	 I love The Bats & The Foxes & The Owls.
•	S. Wedgewood Garden in Darwins House



06 FLOODING

T h e  Q u a r r y  P a r k  C o n s u l t a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n

 studio@camlins.com   |  www.camlins.com

Does f looding 
in The Quarry 

af fect you?

How
 should we 
respond to 

f looding in The 
Quarry?

Should the 
toilets be 

moved?



How Should We Respond to Flooding?
•	Banners upstream left to manage drainage!
•	Yes, toilets should be moved - but still near 

play area (Toilet block floods) x3
•	Can Play Park be moved so it can still be 

used? (Move Playground) x2
•	Better flood management measures 

upstream x2
•	Think about habit for flooding. + placement 

of facilities.
•	Accept the flooding & build into a design 
•	Let it flood!
•	Gates / gated during flooding + signs
•	Plant & design flood zone & appropriately 

to accommodate annual flooding
•	Cleaning pathways after flood
•	Clean after flooding / pollution issues
•	UP Catchment Flood Management
•	Children play park to be moved
•	Focus on decarbonisation to reduce flooding
•	More SVWMS [Severn Valley Water 

Management Scheme] + Reduce 
developments adjacent

Note. The points made here represent the range of views of individuals, therefore they are 
diverse and sometimes conflicting.

06. FLOODING

General Comments & Observations 
•	The
•	Make the river Cleaner! (Water Quality 

issues) x2  
•	Cycle path marked/dedicated lane
•	More toilets & play park out of flood zone.
•	Dredging  
•	No dredging!
•	 IF Toilet floods Health issue....
•	Toilets near Greyfriars
•	River for wildlife not for people. x2
•	Provision of Toilets at St Julian’s end of 

Victoria Avenue.
•	Toilets need to be next to park
•	How much of a problem is flooding in 

reality?
•	No fences along banks.
•	Reduce pollution & flooding from River to 

River Severn & tributaries



07 EVENTS & COMMERCIAL USE
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What 
concessions 

are most 
suitable and 
unsuitable?

Do 
you enjoy 
big events 

in The 
Quarry?

Should 
there be 
more big 
events?

What are 
the most 

suitable types 
of  events to 
have here?

Should there 
be more small 
facilit ies, eg 

cof fee station, 
pizza van etc?



Making The Quarry More Inclusive Fun & 
Livelier
•	flower show - combine with food festival? 

(get it back)
•	Car show - Possibly
•	Evening events - movie nights, classic 

concerts.
•	Run larger events by town council instead of 

farming it out - town profits
•	More diverse events (younger people - 

events. Concerts) x2
•	Flower show bring back - but combine with 

other events, (Flower Show(s) YES less 
commercial.) x3

•	Local people should be able to bring events 
to Park

•	Scope for another cafe - different place 
•	Amalgamate flower show + food festival
•	Fireworks big loss
•	Free events - food, drinks
•	Bandstand music x3 (Love bandstand 

events)
•	Enhance cafe at pool
•	More ambitious management better 

visibility.
•	Add a cafe
•	Variety of event sizes / pop up events
•	Big events good create a buzz in town [More 

publicity for events]
•	Small concessions are about right
•	Support for music events aimed at younger/

alternative age groups. Does not have to be 
loud, just well curated.

Note. The points made here represent the range of views of individuals, therefore they are 
diverse and sometimes conflicting.

07. EVENTS & COMMERCIAL USE

•	To change the Swimming pool into a 
fabulous lido + year-round outdoor pool.

•	More events for raising funds Possibly eg 
Shakespeare in the Park.

•	Yes, more small facilities - like the Pavilion.
•	A mixture of events of all sizes & types. 

Maybe more locally focused.
•	Please update the flower show if it’s coming 

back.

General Comments & Observations 
•	West Mid Showground - use it rather than 

Quarry all the time
•	Less commercial- cost too high for big 

events + food/drink etc x2
•	Less noise x4 (Control noise at Fair 

especially during unreasonable hours 
Volume of ‘Let’s Rock’ is a problem 
-Showground)

•	Carnival back?
•	More bins during big events
•	More noise monitoring 
•	Cost - too expensive
•	Should be a fund generator for council 
•	Coffee & Ice cream facilities good.
•	Safety should be considered - big trucks
•	Don’t like Fair
•	Don’t like Beer festival - alcohol already a 

problem
•	Shouldn’t be more commercial use
•	Balance is right at moment
•	Proper enforcement by council regarding 

noise control. 



08 FUTURE AMBITION / THE BIG IDEA
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If  you 
could change 

one big thing about 
The Quarry, 

what would it  be?

Should the 
character of  
The Quarry 

change, over 
time?



Big Ideas For The Future Quarry
•	 Improve Quarry swimming pool x3 - better 

visitor attraction as well as resident use. 
(New swimming Pool)

•	  Plant Trees for the future (Young tree 
planting, identifying Horticulture) x3

•	Need (Skateboard/Football/Basketball) 
something for Teenagers. Park currently all 
about small kids

•	 Improve habitat typology
•	Bespoke play unique to Shrewsbury make it 

a real feature in the park
•	 Improved Lighting in Winter Months. Light 

up the evens. 
•	An identity - to bring it to life through 

lighting, signage, nature etc.
•	Succession plan for trees.
•	Sports Club Severnside
•	Long term plan to protect / TPO trees.
•	Reimagine the quarry pool = a fabulous lido, 

year-round outdoor swimming
•	Basic games are a free to use.? mini golf.
•	Woodland area / meadow. Orchard
•	Meadow area? Wild along path to St 

Julians?
•	Permanent area for concerts, fair’s etc.
•	Better toilets.

Note. The points made here represent the range of views of individuals, therefore they are 
diverse and sometimes conflicting.

08. FUTURE AMBITION / THE BIG IDEA

General Comments & Observations 
•	No change just for change’s sake.
•	More information on problems re 

degradation of banks etc.
•	Covered Area around band stand (greater 

use of -)
•	Dogs on leads at all times / Dogs must be 

off lead at all time
•	Son v Luminaire
•	Open flexible space.
•	allowed off lead
•	What are its bad times? Why?
•	Keep lid on Commercialism x2
•	Rangers to water later.
•	New art + old & WIFI
•	Protect homes that flood from flooding as 

well as infrastructure (playground, toilets, 
etc)

•	Alternative planting schemes. Move special 
planting out of The Dingle

•	No significant change to character of 
Quarry

•	Darwin walk.
•	Park to remain open space - limit 

commerciality




