SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

Finance & General Purposes Committee
Held at Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury
At 6.00pm on Monday 8 January 2018

PRESENT – Councillors A Mosley (Chairman), P Adams, Mrs H Fraser, P Gillam, I Jones, N Laurens, Mrs P Moseley, A Phillips, H Taylor & D Vasmer

IN ATTENDANCE – Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager) & Andy Watkin (Responsible Financial Officer


42/17	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	Twin-hatted Councillors
	· All twin-hatted Town Councillors declared a personal interest in all matters relating to Shropshire Council

	Councillor N Laurens
	· Declared a personal interest in matters relating to economic development as he is the Portfolio Holder for Economic Growth

	Councillor A Phillips
	· Declared a personal interest in the management of the Sports Village as he is a Shareholder of Serco




43/17	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 4 December 2017 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 4 December 201 be approved and signed as a correct record.


44/17	BUDGET 2018/19

Details of the draft budget had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting, taking into account all discussions and agreements from the previous meeting.  The Town Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer reported on the following:

(i)	Tax Base - the Shrewsbury Taxbase that had now been set at 24061.06.  This had been amended to reflect an increase in 315 dwellings, changes to the Council Tax Benefit Scheme and a reduction in the Council Tax Collection Rate from 98.5% to 97.8%.  Members noted that 56% of the housing stock in Shrewsbury was A/B Band and 78% paid less than the Band D average

(ii)	Business Grants - Investigations had been made with all large Town Councils to determine whether any had a Business Grants Fund.  There were no examples to report other than Evesham Town Council working on a project with Wychavon District Council to promote Economic Development in the Market Town.  The Town Clerk reported that there were no statutory powers to develop Business Grants Funds per say and any justification would have to rely on justifying economic grounds under the General Power of Competence.

	Councillor Phillips provided a list of Councils which provided Grants; these included:

	Leominster Town Council – Shop Front Grant
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Wellington Town Council – supporting a Business & Retail Hub
	Diss Town Council – signposting to access grants
	Colchester Borough Council	- Enterprise, Skills & Employment Grant
	Warwick District Council – Business Awards & Grants
	Broadland District Council – Council Business Grants

	He proposed a lesser sum of £20k to be allocated to support businesses

	Motion Lost – Councillor Laurens requested his abstention be noted

(iii)	Parish Council involvement with Citizens Advice Shropshire - Investigations had been made with Shropshire Parish Councils to determine whether any had SLAs with Citizens Advise Bureau to provide resident specific support.  The only Parish Council in the SC/TWC areas was Newport Town Council, which had an agreement to fund 3 hours support work in their Town Hall

(iv)	Citizens Advice Shropshire - A letter had been received from the Chief Executive of CAB Shropshire to advise that this request wasn’t unsolicited from Citizens Advice Shropshire and they remained grateful for the financial support they have received in the past from the Town Council.

	Councillor Phillips advised that he had sought the support of Citizens Advice Shropshire ahead of his proposal

In proposing the budget, Councillor Mosley felt the proposals were fair and aimed to maintain and improve the level of services in the town.  The budget took into account inflation pressures, the need to evaluate some jobs, brought Youth Provision further into the Core Budget since Shropshire Council had proposed to halve the funding and also increased grounds maintenance personnel to address the seasonal fluctuations and the need to keep on track with grass cutting open spaces.  Discussions with the public at recent meeting had shown support for paying more to maintain a higher standard.  This budget accounted for an 8p a week increase on a Band D ratepayer.

RECOMMENDED:

(i)	That the revenue expenditure budget be set at £3,421,127

(ii)	That a Precept of £1,097,906 be levied against the ratepayers of Shrewsbury


45/17	SCHOOL CATCHMENT BOUNDARY CHANGES

Members considered proposals to change the secondary school designation of three properties that lie within the Town Council area.  These properties have a primary school designation for Bomere Heath CE Primary School but a secondary school designation of Shrewsbury secondary school.  This need to change to be changed to Corbet School.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Council supports the change in Secondary School designation to properties as proposed.

46/17	EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:

That in accordance with s1(2) Pubic Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the following items being considered involve the disclosure of confidential information.


47/17	HILLS LANE TOILETS

The Town Clerk detailed discussions with the landlord of the Hills Lane Toilets regarding potential options for extension of the lease which expires in 2018.  Members considered the terms proposed and future direction of the facility.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk discuss the matter further with necessary parties and report back to the Committee.


48/17	RECREATIONAL ASSETS

Councillor Mosley reported on discussions he and the Town Clerk had with the Leader and Chief Executive of Shropshire Council about possible collaborative working on developing the Quarry Pool were it to remain in the Quarry.  He outlined options to members.

RESOLVED:

That discussions with Shropshire Council continue.

