SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting of the Council

Held at Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Monday 2 November 2015
PRESENT

Councillors JMW Kenny (Mayor), I Jones (Deputy Mayor), Mrs B Baker, A Bannerman, Ms J Mackenzie, Mrs P Moseley, A Mosley, P Nutting, Mrs K Owen, K Roberts, J Tandy, A Townsend.
IN ATTENDANCE

Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Andy Watkin (Responsible Finance Officer), Carol Pullen (Committee Clerk) & 1 member of the public.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors P Adams, Mrs A Chebsey, Mrs H Fraser, K Pardy and M Price.

PRAYERS

Prayers were said by the Council Chaplain, the Reverend Mark Chadwick.
47/15
DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT

	Shropshire Councillors
	Twin hatted members declared personal interests in matters relating to the Town Council’s relationship with Shropshire Council

	Councillor J Tandy
	Declared a pecuniary interest on Agenda Item 11 & 15 as he is Chairman of Shropshire Youth Association


48/15
MINUTES OF COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 September 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 7 September 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.
49/15
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
50/15
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) Mayor & Deputy Mayor Engagements – Details of the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements for the months of September and October were circulated to members.

RESOLVED:

That the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements be noted.

(ii) Announcements from the Mayor – The Mayor thanked all those who had supported him with his recent fundraising tandem cycle ride including the Mayor’s Officer and the Mayor’s Secretary.  Between £1,500-£2,000 had been raised for the Mayor’s Charity Fund.

The Mayor also reminded members of the importance of attendance at Remembrance events and hoped that as many as possible would join him in St Chad’s Church for the Remembrance Sunday Service on 8th November at 9.45 am and also in the Square at 10.45 am on Wednesday 11th November to observe two minutes silence at 11.00 am in honour of all those who have given their lives in conflict.
51/15
PUBLIC QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

There were no questions received from members of the public.

52/15
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS

There were no questions received from members of the Council.

53/15
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 5 October were submitted as circulated and read.

Re: Minute 32/15 (ii) – 2016/17 Budget Preparation.  The Town Clerk reminded members to contact the Responsible Finance Officer with any budgetary issues as soon as possible as he was currently working on preparing the budget.

Re: Minute 36/15 – Vehicle Activated Signs.  The Project Officer had circulated the list of site of community road safety concern to members.  The Town Clerk reminded members to prioritise concerns in their Wards and feed this information back to the Project Officer.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 5 October 2015 be accepted and approved.

54/15
RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 7 October 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

Re: Minute 32.15 (1) – Quarry Play Area.  Following a presentation by the contractors on 11 November a Full Council meeting has been convened at 6.00 pm on Monday 16 November to agree the preferred tender. 

Re: Minute 32.15 (2) – Greenfields Play Area.  This has now completed on time and on budget and an official opening by the Mayor has been arranged, to be held at 3.30 pm on Monday 16 November.

Re: Minute 33.15 – Tree Pit in the Quarry.  The Operations Manager is progressing the installation of a Christmas tree pit to be located outside Quarry Lodge, protected in the office flower border.  A Christmas tree has been ordered for this location.
Minute 33.15 (4) – Shropshire Horticultural Society.  The Town Clerk reported that further site meetings had taken place regarding toilet provision in the Quarry during Flower Show.  Shropshire Horticultural Society had asked for permission to excavate for additional drains to accommodate new toilet facilities for the show.  Concerns had been raised over root protection for the lime trees and Shropshire Horticultural Society were asked to provide more detailed drainage plans.

Minute 35.3 – County Ground.  The Town Clerk reported that £85,000 had been received following the establishment of the Solar Farm in the Battlefield Ward.  The Ward Member was happy to support its use on schemes across the town.

Minute 35.4 – Radbrook Recreation Ground.  Members were supportive of proposals to improve the footway along Radbrook Road using part of Radbrook Recreation Ground but wished to ensure the overall entrance to the site be improved.  The Town Clerk had reported these concerns and was awaiting revised plans to be submitted by Mouchel.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 7 October 2015 be accepted and approved.

55/15
PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 22 September and 13 October were submitted as circulated and read.

Councillor Mackenzie asked that it be noted that she had given her apologies for the meeting on 22 September but this had not been recorded.

Minute 60.1 – Experimental Taxi Bay on Claremont Street.  Councillor Nutting enquired whether there had been any progress on this.  The Town Clerk reported that she had asked Shropshire Council to re-consider it bearing in mind the difference between the day-time and night-time use but had heard no more.  She would contact them again.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 22 September and 13 October be accepted and approved.

56/15
YOUTH SERVICES DELIVERY COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Youth Services Delivery Committee meetings held on 7 September, 9 October and 22 October were submitted as circulated and read. 
Councillor Mosley requested the opportunity to report on exempt items contained within these minutes and that further discussion be deferred to later in the meeting.
Minute 36.2  Resolution should read ‘that the Committee be mindful to grant £4,000 a year until 31 March 2017.

Minute 39.1  Resolution should read £4,000 a year until 31 March 2017.

RESOLVED:

That subject to the amendment 39.1 the minutes of the Youth Services Delivery Committee meetings held on 7 September, 9 October and 22 October be accepted and approved.

57/15
SAINSBURY’S WASTE LESS SAVE MORE CAMPAIGN
The Town Clerk updated members on the Sainsbury’s campaign.  Sainsbury’s are seeking a UK town with a population of 15,000 to 300,000 to become the test bed for some of the most innovative ideas to reduce food waste. The selected town will receive a £1million investment, and will be used as a blueprint so that communities across the country can benefit from the results.

Household food waste is an escalating issue which sees 7million tonnes of food and drink wasted annually, with the average family throwing away £700 of food per year. This is just under half of the 15million tonnes of food wasted in the UK annually.
A public meeting was arranged to gauge local support and following this the Town Council, supported by more than 50 community activists, submitted a bid at the end of October.  Sainsbury’s will announce the winning town on December 1 and, if successful, a plan will be rolled out in Shrewsbury early next year.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk would post the power point presentation onto the Town Council website and circulate the link to members.

58/15
SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL’S CONSULTATION ON SWIMMING POOL PROVISION
The Town Clerk reported that the consultation had now ended.  There were more than 1,900 responses to be evaluated by Shropshire Council.  The Council had submitted comments and following this a meeting had taken place with George Candler (Director of Commissioning) and a member of Strategic Leisure, attended by 9 members, Shrewsbury BID and the Swimming Pool Users forum.

There had been extra work carried out in looking at national models, the impact of private gyms etc.
Councillor Bannerman expressed concern that the fundamental question of whether the swimming centre should remain in the Town Centre wasn’t asked and that the consultation was therefore wrongly worded.  Therefore all three options for the Quarry site should be collated to gauge a view on the wish or otherwise for the pool’s retention in the town centre.
Councillor Nutting felt that it may be difficult for the Council to agree on the three options for the Quarry site and that the danger of going for a new facility could mean the existing pool having to close thereby making to easier to justify going to Sundorne whereas perhaps the life of the current facility could be extended by upgrading the existing facilities.

Members felt to was impossible to support any decision without having more detail about what would be involved in each of the options eg structurally, economically and financially.  It therefore proposed to seek further discussions to assess what the implications of each of the options for the facility remaining in the Town Centre would be.
RESOLVED: 

That the Town Clerk put together and circulate to members a letter to Shropshire Council outlining members concerns and seeking further discussion to establish a clearer vision of what is proposed and the financial implications of each of the options.
59/15
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the following items being considered involve the disclosure of confidential information.

1 member of the public left the meeting

Councillor Tandy having declared a pecuniary interest as the Chairman of Shropshire Youth Association left the room for the consideration of this item.

60/15
YOUTH SERVICES DELIVERY COMMITTEE

Councillor Mosley updated members on the continuation of working towards the Town Council providing youth service provision.  He reported that a basic service could be up and running by Christmas.
Councillor Nutting expressed concern that many ward areas were not represented on the Committee but it was important that these areas be covered also.

Councillor Mosley said that funding had been received from Shropshire Council for North Shrewsbury & Meole Brace, being the areas of greatest deprivation and that they had looked at existing provision for this amount.  Also by recruiting a Youth Community Development Co-ordinator there were options for extending the service beyond these primary areas.
It was intended to contract with a former Youth Services employee who would work on developing and recruiting youth officers.
Councillor Nutting suggested that to keep members not on the committee informed a presentation towards the end of the financial year would be useful.

RESOLVED:

(i) That progress in developing a Youth Service be noted.

(ii) That a presentation to Council be made towards the end of the financial year.

61/15
LEGAL AGREEMENTS
(i) Youth Service Delegation.  The Town Clerk updated members on the Agreement for the Delegation of Youth Service functions
RESOLVED:

That the Town Clerk in be given authority to make any delegated alterations in consultation with the Leader of the Council.
(ii) Shropshire Council – Horticultural Services – Service Level Agreement.  The Town Clerk reported that an amended Deed of Variation had been returned for consideration by Shropshire Council.  It was felt that the requested amendments lacked clarity, therefore officers had provided the details necessary.  This had been returned to Shropshire Council.  In the meantime it was noted that the Town Council continued to invoice the full amount for the Service Level Agreement until such time as the Deed of Variation had been signed.
RESOLVED:
That the Town Clerk continue negotiations with Shropshire Council towards signing off the revised Service Level Agreement.
(iii) S106 Agreement – Land adjacent to Greenfields Recreation Ground.  The Town Clerk reported that further to recommendations from the Investment Development Plan Working Group the outstanding S106 agreement had been undated and signed.
