SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting of the Council

Held in Shrewsbury Room at Rowley’s House, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Monday 7 September 2015
PRESENT

Councillors JMW Kenny (Mayor), I Jones (Deputy Mayor), Peter Adams, Mrs B Baker, A Bannerman, Mrs A Chebsey, Mrs H Fraser, Ms J Mackenzie, Mrs P Moseley, A Mosley, P Nutting, Mrs K Owen, K Pardy, K Roberts, J Tandy, A Townsend.
IN ATTENDANCE

Helen Ball (Town Clerk) Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Ruth Jones (Committee Clerk), Andy Watkin (Responsible Finance Officer) & 1 member of the press.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors M Price and the Reverend Mark Chadwick.

PRAYERS

In the absence of the Reverend Mark Chadwick no Prayers were said.
32/15
DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT

	Shropshire Councillors
	Twin hatted members declared personal interests in matters relating to the Town Council’s relationship with Shropshire Council

	Councillor J Tandy
	Declared a pecuniary interest on Agenda Item 46/15 - he is Chairman of Shropshire Youth Association


33/15
MINUTES OF COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting held on 29 June 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 29 June 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.
34/15
MATTERS ARISING

Re Minute 26/15 – End of Year Accounts & Supporting Statements – The Town Clerk reported that the accounts have been submitted to the External Auditor and an unqualified report has been received.  The report has now been published on the website and noticeboards.
35/15
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) Mayor & Deputy Mayor Engagements – Details of the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements for the months of June, July and August were circulated to members.

RESOLVED:

That the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements be noted.

(ii) Announcements from the Mayor – The Mayor gave details of his forthcoming events:  

· 13 September – Battle of Britain Service
· 4 October - Sponsored tandem bike ride with the Mayors Officer – 65 miles to Lake Vyrnwy and back.  In aid of Lingen Davies Cancer Fund https://www.justgiving.com/miles-kenny/ & the Shrewsbury Ark. https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/mileskenny1.  
· 18 November – coffee morning at the Castle.  Tickets: £5 includes coffee, cake and tour of the Castle.
· 22 January – Mayors Ball

· 5 March – Jazz Concert

36/15
PUBLIC QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

There were no questions received from members of the public.
37/15
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS

There were no questions received from members of the Council.

38/15
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meetings held on 27 July were submitted as circulated and read.

Re: Minute 23/15 (b) – Grants – Rainbow Film Festival.  The grant request was raised by Councillor Mosley and not Councillor Moseley. 

RESOLVED:

That upon the amendment at Minute 23/15 (b) the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meetings held on 27 July 2015 be accepted and approved.
39/15
RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meetings held on 5 August 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

Re: Minute 19.3 – Shrewsbury High School Pontoon.  Councillor Nutting expressed his disappointment regarding the refusal of the pontoon.  
Members confirmed that a presentation had been received for the proposal of the pontoon, however there was a number of safety concerns including the erosion of the bank and the pontoon being unsupervised when not in use.   It was also felt that the design was not aesthically pleasing and Shrewsbury High School could potentially come to an agreement with Shrewsbury School. 
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 5 August 2015 be accepted and approved.

40/15
PLANNING COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 14 July, 4 August & 1 Sept were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 14 July, 4 August and 1 September 2015 be accepted and approved.

41/15
YOUTH SERVICES DELIVERY COMMITTEE

The minutes of the Youth Services Delivery Committee meetings held on 14 July, 12 August & 19 August were submitted as circulated and read. 
Councillor Mosley requested the opportunity to report on exempt items contained within these minutes and that further discussion be deferred to later in the meeting.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Youth Services Delivery Committee meetings held on 14 July, 12 August and 19 August 2015 be accepted and approved.

42/15
SWIMMING FACILITIES FOR SHREWSBURY
Members considered the response from Shropshire Council to the Town Council’s holding letter outlining its wish to keep the pool in the Town Centre.

Since the last meeting there had been a need to re-state various fundamental figures.  These were circulated for member’s consideration.  The consultation deadline had been extended to 30th October 2015.
Members felt that the revised figures hadn’t changed their original position that the swimming pool should stay in the Town Centre.  If anything the revised figures complicated their understanding of the situation.
RESOLVED: 

That the Town Clerk arranges a further meeting to discuss the breakdown of the new figures.

That the Town Clerk writes to Shropshire Council endorsing the previous comments and that the swimming pool provision should remain in the Town Centre.
43/15
PROPOSAL ON THE PROVISION OF COURT & TRIBUNAL SERVICES IN SHREWSBURY

The Town Clerk advised that the proposal on the provision of court and tribunal services in the Midlands region is currently out for consultation with an end date of 8th October 2015.   The Ministry of Justice are considering closing the Magistrates Court in Preston Street with the town’s Crown Court being moved into the vacant building from its current base at Shirehall.  If the move gets the go-ahead, Telford will house the county’s only Magistrates court.

Members discussed the proposals to change the provision of court and tribunal services in the region and how that might impact on the town. It was felt that the courts should have joint use and that justice should be accessible to all and fears were raised that the closure of Shrewsbury Magistrates Court will limit access to justice.  Members felt that justice should be carried out locally in the community by people who know and understand the circumstances.
RESOLVED: 

That the Town Clerk compiles a response to the Ministry of Justice and circulates to members for approval.

44/15
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the following items being considered involve the disclosure of confidential information.

Councillor Tandy having declared a pecuniary interest as the Chairman of Shropshire Youth Association left the room for the consideration of this item.

45/15
YOUTH SERVICES DELIVERY COMMITTEE


Councillor Mosley expressed his concerns, regarding the time in transferring over the Youth Service Delivery.  Councillor Mosley put forward the following proposal:  
· Proceed with the Youth Service Delivery with Shropshire Youth Association to as far as possible replicate existing sessions.
· Undertake discussions with other youth providers in Meole to look at ways for collaboration in this location. 
· Appointment of Youth & Community Development Officer

RESOLVED:
That the proposal put forward by Councillor Mosley be adopted.
Councillor Beverley Baker left the meeting

46/15
INVESTMENT DEVELOPMENT WORKING GROUP


Re:  Minute 9 – Potential Realisation of Assets.  Councillor Mosley updated members on discussions at the recent Working Group meeting regarding the potential for realising assets, this included land adjacent to Greenfields Recreation Ground which has received outline approval for development.
RESOLVED:



That the S106 Agreement for land adjacent to Greenfields Recreation Ground be signed.

Re:  Minute 11 – Review of Operation & Management Structures.  Councillor Mosley proposed that the recommendation for an overview be accepted.  
RESOLVED:



That the proposal put forward by Councillor Mosley be adopted.
Re:  Minute 13 – Joint Member/Staff Working Group.  Councillor Mosley proposed that a Joint Consultative Committee be established within the Town Council, which will meet quarterly to discuss development and exchange ideas.
RESOLVED:

That the proposal put forward by Councillor Mosley be adopted.

Re:  Minute 12 – Short-Term Accommodation.    Members discussed the various options currently available.  Councillor Mosley proposed that the recommendation for the short-term relocation be considered, whilst exploring the long-term options including a feasibility study for new build, with a budget of £10k.
Members discussed the pros and cons regarding the short-term accommodation.  It was expressed that a time limit should be given of maximum of 3 years.  

Members felt that accommodation within the town centre (river loop), would benefit the public.
RESOLVED:


That the proposal put forward by Councillor Mosley be adopted.

