SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting of Council

Held at the Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Monday 19 January 2015
PRESENT

Councillors Mrs B Baker (Mayor), JMW Kenny (Deputy Mayor), P Adams, A Bannerman, Mrs A Chebsey, Mrs H Fraser, I Jones, Mrs P Moseley, A Mosley, P Nutting, Mrs K Owen, K Pardy, M Price, K Roberts & ARH Townsend.
IN ATTENDANCE

Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Ruth Jones (Projects Officer), Rebecca Oliver (Committee Clerk), Carol Pullen (Mayor’s Secretary), Andy Watkin (Responsible Finance Officer), 43 members of the public and 1 member of the press.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Ms J Mackenzie and J Tandy.

PRAYERS

In the absence of Reverend Mark Chadwick, there were no prayers.
66/14
DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT

	Shropshire Councillors
	Twin hatted members declared personal interest in matters relating to the Town Council’s relationship with Shropshire Council

	Councillor Price
	Declared a personal interest in his capacity of Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Housing & Planning

	Councillors Pardy, Kenny, Nutting & Moseley
	Declared personal interests in their capacity of members of the Central Planning Committee and reserved the right to take a contrary view in light of additional information received at the Central Planning Committee

	Councillor Jones
	Declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 as he is a Dementia Friend.


67/14
MINUTES OF COUNCIL

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 November 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

Re Min 60/14 – Gas Mains Replacement - Councillor Nutting referred to members’ discussions around Pride Hill and the collective wish to see any gas mains re-instatement work co-ordinated with the capital project of re-surfacing.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 17 November 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record.
68/14
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
69/14
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) Mayor & Deputy Mayor Engagements – Details of the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements for the months of November and December were circulated to members.  The Mayor attended the Lingen Davies launch appeal which has been chosen as next year’s Mayoral charity.
RESOLVED:

That the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements be noted.
(ii) Announcements from the Mayor and Town Clerk – There were no announcements from the Mayor or Town Clerk.
70/14
PUBLIC QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

There were no questions received from members of the public.
71/14
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS

There were no questions received from members of the Council.
72/14
PLANNING COMMITTEE

(i) Planning Committee Minutes 25 November 2014
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 25 November 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 25 November 2014 be accepted and approved.

(ii) Planning Committee Minutes 16 December 2014
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 16 December 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 16 December 2014 be accepted and approved.

(iii) Planning Committee Minutes 06 January 2015
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 06 January 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.  

Councillor Townsend detailed the Committee’s discussions around the provision of a Post Office at Sentinel Gardens.  No further details had been received from the Post Office.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 06 January 2015 be accepted and approved.

73/14
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

(i) Finance & General Purposes Minutes 01 December 2014
The minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 01 December 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 01 December 2014 be accepted and approved.
(ii) Finance & General Purposes Minutes 12 January 2015
The minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 12 January 2015 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 12 January 2015 be accepted and approved.
74/14
RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE 

(i) Recreation & Leisure Minutes 03 December 2014

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 03 December 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

Councillor Kenny asked if Child Protection Policies are in place for the indoor market staff and traders.  The Town Clerk explained that the Town Council has Child Protection Policies for workers across all areas of the Council.  DBS checks are carried out for all staff working with vulnerable adults and children but the Town Council does not insist that individual market traders have Child Protection policies in place as part of their market tenancy.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 03 December 2014 be accepted and approved.

75/14
BUDGET 2015/16
Councillor Mosley explained that the Budget presented to and agreed by the F&GP committee, was based on certain assumptions.  Shropshire Council have since announced substantial cuts which, if implemented, would significantly impact the budget and services the Town Council can provide.  To allow time for further talks with Shropshire Council, and the chance to reach a mutual agreement, he proposed to defer this item.  
Members and Town Council Officers have committed to holding further discussions with Shropshire Council and finding a suitable solution with a view to reducing the public purse and therefore minimising the impact on Shrewsbury residents.  Councillor Fraser stated the importance of firm contractual arrangements to be in place when taking over services.

Councillor Mosley and the Town Clerk were congratulated for the way they are handling this difficult situation and for remaining positive and co-operative with Shropshire Council.  

As a National Champion of Larger Councils for the SLCC, the Town Clerk was invited to London to meet the minister to discuss the Council Tax Support Grant (CTSG).  She represented parishes across the country and ascertained the impact of the withdrawal of the CTSG on them.  Whilst Shrewsbury has the biggest financial withdrawal, other parishes are experiencing cuts to their budgets of between 10% and 15%.  She explained that the Minister was very supportive and understanding of the Parish Council sector seeing local councils playing a fundamental role in Local Government and the devolution of services.  His view was that as Principal Councils contract their services, Parish Councils will inevitably expand to meet the need.  He expected CTSG to be passed on to Parish & Town Councils.  However, if principal councils were to cut the grants, a meaningful conversation with Parish Councils to justify their actions had to be conducted.  The Minister agreed to write to all principal councils in support of town and parish councils and stressing these views.

Shrewsbury Town Council are keen to secure the public services for the future but to achieve this need a realistic budget.  Councillor Mosley confirmed that there will be no increase in the precept next year so Council Tax will remain unchanged.


RESOLVED:

That the budget for 2015/16 be deferred to an Extra-ordinary Finance meeting to be convened on 02 February 2015 to allow for further talks with Shropshire Council.
76/14
DEMENTIA FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

The Mayor distributed leaflets about becoming a Dementia Friendly Community.  As the population ages, Dementia and Alzheimers is becoming more prevalent in society and more people are struggling to exist with these non-curable conditions.  The scheme helps both the patients and their support mechanism around them.  These illnesses are not fully understood and can affect people of all ages, not just the elderly.  
The Mayor proposed that as a Town Council, members take the first step of raising awareness of Dementia and Alzheimers by registering Shrewsbury as a Dementia Friendly Community.
The Mayor asked for members’ support to proceed and volunteered herself to lead on the project.  She encouraged anyone to join her on a steering group and explained the process of following through the scheme with the help of a co-ordinator.  

As a Dementia Friend, Councillor Jones provided further information on the scheme and the need to follow it through with the involvement of all the community, not just register an interest.  Members recognise the limited impact the Town Council can make alone so must have realistic expectations of the scheme.  
RESOLVED:

(i) That the Town Council registers an interest in becoming a Dementia Friendly Community
(ii) That Councillor Baker be appointed as the lead person to initiate the first steps including the setting up of a Working Group  

77/14
PARISH POLLS CONSULTATION

The Government is consulting on changing the regulations of the Parish Polling System, details of which were circulated prior to the meeting.    
Parish Polls are unique to the Parish Council sector and provide an opportunity for local electors to express an opinion on a specific local subject.
Ten electors or one third of electors present and voting at a relevant Parish Meeting (whichever number is less), may demand a poll on a question.  A Parish Meeting is similar to the Annual Town meeting which is convened by the Mayor but six electors of the parish can convene a parish meeting on any subject they wish.  
The costs of a Parish Poll are borne solely by the relevant Parish Council regardless of whether the Chairman of the Parish Council has convened the meeting or not.
The consultation is open to any person to make representation and closes at the end of January.  It seeks the views of the pubic, local authorities and parish sector on the following:

· the trigger (the number or proportion of electors required to demand a poll)

· the voting arrangements for parish polls
· criteria of the poll
· the questions on which a poll can be held

· consequential related matters
The Town Clerk was invited to meet with civil servants and put comments forward at the pre-consultation stage following her experience of two polls in the past.  She generally agreed.
Parish Polls are being called less regularly than they used to since there are other more effective mechanisms for engaging and consulting with the communities and communities in turn lobbying for change.  Councillor Fraser felt ten electors is too little for Shrewsbury but thought thirty was more appropriate.  Councillor Bannerman wondered what impression could be made from a poll when the outcome was non-binding.  The Town Clerk confirmed that because the legislation states the question could be on anything, even something impractical or illegal, the outcome could never be imposed.  

RESOLVED: 

That the Town Clerk produces a response, circulates it for comment and submits it on behalf of the Town Council.  
TREVOR OSBORNE (OSBORNE GROUP)

The Town Council being duly closed, Councillor Alan Mosley welcomed Trevor Osborne, Chairman of the Osborne Group who had accepted an invitation to talk to local residents about his recent purchase of the Dana Prison and his initial ideas for the redevelopment of the Dana Prison Site.  
Whilst Mr Osborne had no firm ideas on what he wished to deliver he was keen that the residents of Shrewsbury join his on his new exciting adventure.

 

Mr Osborne detailed many of the major projects he has been involved in, including the redevelopment of Oxford Castle and his two current projects; Armagh Gaol and the Crescent in Buxton which has recently been granted the second largest HLF Grant (second to the Cutty Sark).

 

He spoke warmly of Shrewsbury, its buildings, its people and its economic potential.  In particular he was extremely supportive of the development of a University for Shrewsbury and its impact both on the town but also on passing on an appreciation of community and heritage and necessary skillsets to young people.

 

Throughout his working life, Mr Osborne has had a huge appreciation of historic buildings and loves the challenge of recreating life to these significant buildings; as lifestyles change so too should the use of such buildings.  In changing buildings he also believed that any development had to be respectful of past use; in the Dana’s place representation of the judicial system, of despondency. 

 

Mr Osborne was keen to understand and learn more about Shrewsbury, the people and their aspirations, particularly for the Dana.  He expressed his intentions to have an Open Day at the prison, possibly in May, when the residents could take a look round the building and then share with him their ideas for redevelopment.  He wished to see some mixed use, but he was keen to ensure culture and the arts play a big part; he believed a town’s cultural offer spoke volumes of a town’s worth.  The Public Realm will also feature highly in his plans.  Places were extremely important; anyone make spaces, but it takes people to make places.

 

In terms of time scales, he envisaged most of 2015 drawing up plans and seeking the necessary permissions, with the ultimate development taking 3-4 years.
Mr Osborne was happy to answer any questions posed by the public.
