SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL
Meeting of Council

Held at the Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Monday 17 November 2014

PRESENT

Councillors Mrs B Baker (Mayor), JMW Kenny (Deputy Mayor), P Adams, A Bannerman, Mrs A Chebsey, Mrs H Fraser, I Jones, Mrs P Moseley, A Mosley, P Nutting, Mrs K Owen, K Pardy, M Price, K Roberts, J Tandy & ARH Townsend.
IN ATTENDANCE

Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Rebecca Oliver (Committee Clerk, Kirsten Henly (BID), Kate Gittins (Market Hall), Gary Parton (Streetworks Manager – Shropshire Council) & representatives from National Grid and Balfour Beattie Gas; 2 members of the public and 1 member of the press.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillor Ms J Mackenzie.

PRAYERS

In the absence of Reverend Mark Chadwick, the Mayor conducted a minute’s silence to remember the fallen from the First World War.
54/14
DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT

	Shropshire Councillors
	Twin hatted members declared personal interest in matters relating to the Town Council’s relationship with Shropshire Council

	Councillor Price
	Declared a personal interest in his capacity of Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Housing & Planning

	Councillors Pardy, Kenny, Nutting & Moseley
	Declared personal interests in their capacity of members of the Central Planning Committee and reserved the right to take a contrary view in light of additional information received at the Central Planning Committee


55/14
MINUTES OF COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 15 September 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.
RESOLVED:

That upon the inclusion of Councillor Jones as being in attendance, the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 15 September 2014 be approved and signed as a correct record.
56/14
MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.
57/14
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) Mayor & Deputy Mayor Engagements – Details of the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements for the months of September and October were circulated to members.
RESOLVED:

That the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s schedule of engagements be noted.
(ii) Announcements from the Mayor and Town Clerk – There were no announcements from the Mayor or Town Clerk.
 58/14
PUBLIC QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

There were no questions received from members of the public.
59/14
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS

There were no questions received from members of the Council.
60/14
GAS MAINS REPLACEMENT SCHEME
The meeting was joined by Gary Parton (Streetworks Manager, Shropshire Council), Neil Bayley (National Grid) and Richard King, Kim Parkes, Kevin Hallas & Colin Cherrington (Balfour Beatty Gas).

They jointly outlined the proposed gas main replacement schemes in and around Shrewsbury.  The works will take place over 8 years running from April 2013 until March 2021 and will see around 100km of iron mains replaced in Shrewsbury (17.9km in Year 2 and 11.8km in Year 3).  
The programme targets iron mains within 30 meters of properties which will be replaced with yellow polyethylene pipes; a plastic material which is flexible and highly resistant to corrosion.  This is achieved using ‘no dig’ technology, trenchless working and directional drilling although sometimes alternative methods have to be considered if problems occur.  Such problems include depths of mains, mapping errors and other utilities congesting the area of the main to be replaced.  Alternative methods would include open cutting, as a last resort.
Customers can expect to receive excellent communication with regular updates through A3 posters, A5 leaflets and hand-outs, maps, other hardcopy documents and face to face interaction.  Representatives from the customer team will regularly visit the site, customers and local business owners affected by the works.

The work is prioritised using the risk register which identifies high risk mains, areas prone to gas leaks and iron pipes in a poor condition within close proximity to valuable buildings.  As a result, Shrewsbury Town Centre, which saw a gas explosion in 2010, has been identified as an area for the next works to take place.  This phase of work will take 22 weeks and maps of the exact locations of the works were available to view on A1 display boards.  A start date for this phase is yet to be agreed as road closures need to be organised, more meetings/consultations need to be conducted and the work will be planned around the town’s large events.  The team understand the sensitive nature of the town centre and inconvenience will be kept to a minimum to carry out the essential works.  A task group consisting of the Town Centre stakeholders will be set up and Mr King confirmed that specialist equipment/furniture including floral infrastructure will be preserved and replaced after the work is completed.  The Town Clerk offered Town Council staff to help with this aspect, if required.
The public will receive notification of any works three months prior to its commencement and then a second letter, received 10 days ahead of the works, confirming the start date and expected duration.  A professional will assess if there is a need to cut an individual’s gas supply and will arrange a convenient time with the homeowner to gain access.  They will ensure the gas supply is tested afterwards, again requiring access to the home and if the resident is not present a contact us card will be posted asking them to make contact, in accordance with the code of conduct.
Within five days of the completion of the work the outside surfaces will be replaced, or longer if specialised materials/workmanship is required and the work will be guaranteed for two years.  Mr King agreed that enhancing the surface materials may be appropriate in certain areas and will be considered in partnership with Shropshire Council and informing Ward members of any changes.  Balfour Beatty Gas will liaise with other service providers to consider co-ordinating work whilst the roads/footpaths are dug up.  They will also liaise with the BID, Shropshire Council, the Market Hall and other Town Centre companies.  

Feedback forms were handed out as part of the consultation process and should be returned to Kevin Hallas.  This feedback is very important to the customer communication process.
Gary Parton agreed to circulate the email contacts via the Town Clerk for Councillor’s use.  A drop-in centre will be set up in a redundant shop unit for ongoing public consultation.  Mr King agreed to consider using lighting throughout the night in areas where the work is taking place.
Councillor Mosley spoke about staff from Balfour Beatty giving false information to his residents about work starting imminently.  Balfour Beatty apologised for this and guaranteed that residents will be informed via letter at the times stated above before the commencement of any work.  The team is updating the 90 day letter as it currently looks like a flyer which residents often discard without reading.

Councillor Price thanked the team for the consultation and recognised that the work was necessary.  Councillor Pardy reported that work conducted on Cordon Crescent last year was of a good standard and residents reported the staff were professional too.

RESOLVED:

(i) That the programme of gas works for Shrewsbury be noted;

(ii) That the Town Clerk liaise with the Streetworks Manager to ascertain the best method of keeping members informed.
The Mayor thanked the delegation for their presentation.  They offered to stay until the conclusion of the meeting should individual members have and questions.

Kirsten Henly and Kate Gittins left the meeting.
61/14
UNIVERSITY IN SHREWSBURY
Councillor Mosley updated members on the progress of developing a University for Shrewsbury.  He commended the work of Chester University in developing a curriculum to fit the overall vision of the university and a number of prospective students had expressed an interest in attending.

He reiterated the Town Council’s support for the university and saw such a development as forward thinking, providing vitality and viability for the town but also showing huge investment in the young people of the county, their professional development and the value they can bring to the economy of not just Shrewsbury but the whole of Shropshire and beyond.

Members' focus however shifted to how "Gown" begins to integrate with "Town", liaising with large stakeholders like the Town Council, the BID, the Police and the residents at large to ensure the lessons from elsewhere are taken on board and the mechanisms are put in place to mitigate against any dis-benefits.

Members expressed concerns about any possible impacts on the town’s housing stock and issues around Homes of Multiple Occupancy were of concern to elected members who fear the dynamics in certain streets of the town might be affected greatly.  It was reported that many university towns and cities across the country have had to reactively prepare HMO Policies to address such imbalances.  Members were keen to see that this matter is looked at proactively.

A number of issues were raised about the future management of the public realm; some affected Shropshire Council, some the Town Council and some the Police and that those stakeholders should look to discussing how issues might be addressed.  It was reported that this had been raised with the Town Centre Bronze Level Tasking Group which would discuss the matter in detail at a future meeting.
Members felt it was now time for the University to begin to engage more with the community and as in other parts of the country some kind of "Town & Gown Committee which brought the university, the key stakeholders (both Councils, Police, BID and representatives from the community) together to find mutually acceptable solutions to addressing concerns would be beneficial for all.

RESOLVED:
That whilst this Council recognises the importance of having a University in the County Town, greatly supports the progress being made in making that a reality and recognises the benefits this will bring, Members are aware of the potential problems for the Town and its communities which may follow.

Therefore, the Town Council calls upon Shropshire Council and the University of Chester to join with the Town Council and other stakeholders to urgently address the following:
· The need for a comprehensive student accommodation strategy to avoid the serious issues found in similar situations in other towns and cities;
· The likely increase in HMOs in some areas of the town and consequential impact this is likely to have on the availability of affordable housing, the private rented sector, community cohesion, environmental and street scene issues;
· The need to take immediate action to control HMOs through Article 4 Directions;
· The potential ASB consequences and the need to provide staff, conditions and resources to mitigate any difficulties;
· The need for clarity on proposals for teaching accommodation;
· The means by which the University can quickly integrate into the economic, social and cultural life of the town providing close liaison, resolution of issues and mutual benefit.

Furthermore, the Council recognises that unless these matters are addressed urgently (through a Joint Liaison Group made up of Councils, Stakeholders and the local community) there will be a serious and adverse effect on the public’s attitude towards the development of the University and the way it is perceived by potential students.
62/14
PLANNING COMMITTEE

(i) Planning Committee Minutes 23 September 2014
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 23 September 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 23 September 2014 be accepted and approved.

(ii) Planning Committee Minutes 14 October 2014
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 14 October 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 14 October 2014 be accepted and approved.

(iii) Planning Committee Minutes 04 November 2014
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 04 November 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 04 November 2014 be accepted and approved.

(iv) Shropshire Council Road Safety Policy – Sites of Community Concerns 

It was reported that Tim Sneddon (Service Manager in Environment Maintenance, Central) and Councillor Claire Wild (Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Highways) visited the Planning Meeting on 4th November 2014 to discuss the rationale behind all Town/Parish Councils, regardless of their size, being restricted to reporting just five areas of community concerns three times a year.  It was confirmed that given the size of the Town Council compared to other Town/Parish Council more than fifteen submissions annual will be accepted but the list needed to be prioritised to determine investment priorities.
RESOLVED:

That the Group Leaders, on behalf of all Councillors, prioritise the schemes of Areas of Community Concerns suggested by members for submission to Shropshire Council Highways Department.
63/14
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Finance & General Purposes Minutes 06 October 2014
The minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 06 October 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 06 October 2014 be accepted and approved.

64/14
RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE 

Recreation & Leisure Minutes 01 October 2014

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 01 October 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 01 October 2014 be accepted and approved.

65/14
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Personnel Committee Minutes 28 October 2014

The minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 28 October 2014 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 28 October 2014 be accepted and approved.

