
Shrewsbury Fisheries



Multiple Users on the river

• Balancing the needs of:
• Anglers
• Cyclists
• Walkers
• Dog Walkers
• Event Organisers
• Ecologists
• Rowers
• Sabrina
• Wildlife Specialists
• Residents



Big Town Plan

• Making more use of the River

• Creating Green networks

• Footpath linkages to sites



Fishing and the bigger picture

• Greater use of the River

• Monitoring the Health of the 
River & its tributaries 

• River Safety

• ASB, Predation & Poaching

• Competitions increase visitor 
numbers and dwell time

• Knock on benefits to the town 
centre hotels and hostelries



What have we done

Audit of Fisheries

Tree Works Programme

Grass Cutting regimes 

New Pegs

New Signage

Social Media

Website & On-line payment

Improved links with Fishing agencies

National profile



Prominant Signage on the Fisheries

• Consistent message across all 
sites

• Identifiable branding of Fisheries

• Contact details readily available

• Sets out the rules



Shropshire Council Fisheries

• Oxon Pool

• Emstrey Fisheries

• Economies of Scale grouping the 
two Fisheries together

• Developing a collective fisheries 
brand for Shrewsbury



Fisheries Co-ordinator

• Well respected in the Fishing Industry

• Significant knowledge of the River, its users, 
impact on fishing

• Close links with the Environment Agency, 
Angling Trust & Severn Trent 

• Forward thinking in terms of managing the 
Fishing Estate

• Appreciation of fishing impact on the 
Community

• Ability to seek grant funding that has supported 
both angling and Countryside Team activity

• Sits on the Town Council Clean Rivers Working 
Group



Bailiffs
• Contact Details available

• 18 Volunteer Bailiffs across all Fisheries

• All DBS Checked

• Emergency Cover for Pools (particular in the summer 
where oxygen levels are reduced)

• Ambassadors for the Town

• Eyes and Ears of the Fisheries

• Phone

• Radio Link to CCTV

• Body Worn Camera

• Liaising with Local Residents

• Working with the Out of Hours Team

• Feeding into Team Shrewsbury



Youth & Fishing

• Encouraging the next generation 
of anglers

• Diversionary activities

• Sponsorship from Angling Firms

• Encourage Families to fish



Fisheries Membership

• COVID saw an exponential rise in membership

• Approximately 1600 members

• Sell 1500 day tickets a season

• Better Accounting

• Electronic Permitting System done through the Website – much 
better audit trail



Liaison with the Town Council 

• Regular Meetings

• Agreement on Capital Plans including new pegs and fisheries related 
infrastructure

• Agreement on annual maintenance plans including vegetation 
clearance

• Support from Countryside Team, Arbor Operatives

• Liaison with Mike Cox & Mike Pugh

• Collaborative relationship with Environment Agency & Angling Trust 
to promote fishing

• Liaison with Angling Trust on Water Quality



Countryside Unit

• Manage the land that surrounds 
Fisheries

• Tree Management – at the right 
time in the right way

• Countryside Management

• Biodiversity



Messing about on the river



Mousecroft Pool



New Fishing Pegs





Profile



Developing Best Practice

• Well respected by Environment Agency

• Receives significant grant funding

• Visits from other Authorities on how to manage Fisheries

• Competitions attract  high calibre entrants

• Manage Shropshire Council’s Fisheries alongside Town Council Fisheries

• Oxon Pool Specialist Fishing

• Water Testing contributing to the overall health management of River 
Severn

• Coaching of Young Anglers



Broader Fisheries in Shrewsbury

• Shrewsbury Angling Club

• Rowley & Fenemere

• Birmingham Angling Club



Rowley & Fenemere Angling Association

• Established Fishing Rights at Castlewalk Recreation Ground

• Good Committee Structure and willingness to be good neighbours

• Commissioned Experts to develop the Fisheries

• Castlewalk area of the River very special qualities in terms of size and 
breed of fish

• Responsible Management

• Willingness to work with Town Council Officers (in the very same way 
the Fisheries Co-Ordinator works with staff)

• Site is managed in exactly the same way as other significant locations



Town Council looking forward

• Land Ownership responsibility

• Economies of Scale

• Access to specialist staff

• Links to other partners

• Keenness for autonomy



Future of Fisheries

• Rolling programme of replacing worn our infrastructure

• Appreciation of nature and biodiversity

• Contribution of water quality

• Greater collaboration of outside Agencies

• Encouragement of young people

• Perfect example of Volunteering to support a recreational activity

• Ultimate autonomy from the Town Council

• Only recreational activity that contributes to core costs

• Potential for angling to support the wider tourism economy
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