SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

Recreation & Leisure Committee

Meeting held at Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Wednesday 7th December 2011

PRESENT – Councillors Mrs JM Brennand (Chairman), K Roberts (Vice-Chairman), DS Carroll, I Jones, JMW Kenny, Mrs KM Owen & J Tandy

IN ATTENDANCE – Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Mike Cox Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager, Mark Harris (Technical Assistant); Clive Wright (Central Area Director – Shropshire Council) and three representatives from Hope Church.

43/11
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT

None received

44/11
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 5 October 2011 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 5 October 2011 be approved and signed as a correct record.

45/11
MATTERS ARISING

(i) Re Min 32/11 – Heathgates Roundabout – Councillor Kenny enquired about the maintenance costs for the redeveloped Heathgates Roundabout.  The Operations Manager would ascertain the costs and forward to members

(ii) Re Min 41/11 – Golf Course – Councillor Kenny asked whether the Golf Course could be factored into the transfer discussions with Shropshire Council.  The Town Clerk and Central Area Director advised that they were to meet with the Director of Place the following day to update him on transfer issues; they would ask the question then.
(iii) Re Min 42/11 – Tree Works – Councillor Kenny asked about costs in relation to tree works in the environs of the Castle.  These would be ascertained and forwarded to members.

(iv) Re 32/11(ix) – Tilstock Crescent Play Area – Councillor Tandy requested an update on Tilstock Crescent.  The Town Clerk advised that the Place Plan had been update to reflect his request for improvements, but it was unsure whether funds had been allocated in the 2012/13 budget.  The matter would be raised at the next budget meeting.
46/11
UPDATES

(i) Toilet Refurbishment – The Hills Lane total refurbishment was nearing completion and would be open shortly.  Work would then move on to the Upper Quarry facility.  Members raised the opening times of the Hills Lane facility being in the town centre and the need to extend the opening times to meet the demands of the early evening economy.  Reference was also made to the Tourism Strategy and the need for better toilet provision.
RESOLVED: That 

(i) Arrangements be made to open the Hills Lane facility until 8pm during late night opening on Wednesday evenings;

(ii) The Town Clerk and Operations Manager review the opening hours with a view to a report being submitted to the next meeting of the Recreation & Leisure Committee;
(iii) Members consider Toilet Provision at the next Recreation & Leisure Committee.

(ii) Butcher Row Toilets – Further to the extraordinary meeting of Council, the architect was redesigning the proposed facility to take into account:

(i) The removal of the canopy, but incorporating fixing arrangements should the position change

(ii) The retention of the Robinia tree

(iii) The incorporation of two additional toilets in the information point space.

Plans would be presented to Council in the New Year ahead of them being re-submitted to the Planning Authority.

(iii) Noticeboards – The Noticeboards for the Quarry and Guildhall sites had now been installed.  Alternatives were being sourced for the wards and members would be asked whether they would like boards installed in their areas.

47/11
CHRISTMAS

It was reported that all of the lighting displays were now up and had been well received by residents and traders.  The Christmas event, which co-incided the switch on and the start of late night shopping had been popular and the town was fuller than previous events.  There were however a number of complaints that there was no formal Christmas Lights Switch-on, this despite the publicity.  Officers raised the safety implications of a switch-on.  It was reported that work would begin on organising next year’s event early in the New Year.
48/11
BMX FACILITIES

(i) Consultation update – The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on the ongoing consultation process into the provision of BMX/Skateparks across the town.  The closing date was imminent, afterwhich he would meet with Officers at Shropshire Council to discuss the outcome and future actions.

(ii) Springfield Recreation Ground – The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on the consultation exercise that had been arranged to consider future BMX provision at Springfield Recreation Ground.  The young people had detailed the kind of facility they would like and also the amendments they would like to see with the existing facility in the short-term.  The Committee would need to agree the exact location of the facility ahead of any tendering exercise.  Councillor Tandy offered to meet officers on-site to discuss the exact location.
(iii) Meole Brace BMX – The Operations Manager reported that the post-construction ROSPA Inspection had identified a number of issues that would need to be rectified and due to the lack of detail of the specification prepared by those developing the site, it was likely to cost the Town Council to make good.  This underlined the need to have a detailed specification and transparent tendering process for all future facilities.

49/11
HOPE CHURCH

With the support of the Committee the Chairman moved this item forward so that representatives were not unduly inconvenienced by staying throughout the meeting.

It was reported that the matter of authorising vehicular access to the Moat Recreational Ground be deferred pending discussion with the Ward Member and the Highways Authority.  The Ward Member remained supportive of the area being bollarded to prevent unnecessary vehicular access, given the use of the site by young children.  The Highways Authority reported that in accessing the site two offences were taking place:

(i) s34 Road Traffic Act 1988 – offence to drive without lawful authority on Common land, moorland or land of any other description, if the land is not part of a road

(ii) s184 Highways Act 1980 – offence to drive a mechanically propelled vehicle over a kerbed footway or verge

The Town Clerk had spoken to the Environmental Maintenance Manager at Shropshire Council who was looking into a more permanent solution to allow vehicular access via the access off York Road.

Members discussed the liability issue that in the event of an accident by a vehicle which was being driven off road, would the insurance cover be valid and could a claim be made against the Town Council for authorising such.

RESOLVED: 

That the current vehicular restrictions remain in place pending further discussion on the viability of an alternative scheme being considered by Shropshire Council.

The three representatives of Hope Church left the meeting.

50/11
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:

That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the following item to be considered involves the likely disclosure of confidential information.
51/11
TRANSFER OF SERVICES

With the support of the Committee the Chairman moved this item forward so that Clive Wright (Central Area Director) could report on his work with the Town Council and not be unduly inconvenienced by staying throughout the meeting.

Members considered a report by the Town Clerk into the transfer of Monkmoor and the Countryside Unit from Shropshire Council to the Town Council.  The report was primarily to inform the Finance & General Purpose Committee’s budget preparations, but it did outline the level of work required to bring the facilities to the required quality standard.
Clive Wright reported on the discussions which have taken place regarding the more formal aspects of the transfer.  Further reports would be presented to both the Town Council and Shropshire Council’s Cabinet in the New Year.
RESOLVED:

That the Report be noted

Clive Wright left the meeting.

RESOLVED: 

That the public and press be invited back into the meeting

52/11
QUARRY

(i) Events for 2012 – The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on the planned activities for 2012.  It was reported that the programme would develop over time.

(ii) Bands Programme – The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager had already booked a number of bands to play in the Quarry Bandstand throughout the summer months.

(iii) Permissions outside the current Quarry Policies – The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on a number of requests which were outside the general policies of the Quarry; these included:

(a) To erect a semi-permanent facility in the Quarry for the sale of refreshments – Request declined as it would not accord with the Council’s current food and drink concession agreement.

(b) To erect A-Boards in the Quarry to publicise food establishments outside the Quarry – Request declined as it would not accord with the Council’s current food and drink concession agreement.

(c) To hold a music event which would be beyond the scope of the existing Premises Licence and the Council’s Outdoor Music Events Policy – Members questioned whether the Premises Licence could be amended; the Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on the costs for such an amendment.  The Town Clerk advised that Officers would be arranging a meeting with Licensing Officers from both Shropshire Council and the Police to discuss a Premises Licence for the town centre; possible changes to the Quarry Premises Licence could be discussed the.
RESOLVED:

That the Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager notify the various applicants of the Town Council’s decision.

53/11
PORTHILL SUSPENSION BRIDGE

The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on discussions with the Shropshire Council Bridge Engineers on the forthcoming closure of the Porthill Suspension Bridge to facilitate major repairs.  He was now happy with the content of the Licence and sought members’ approval to sign the document.  Site plans had been distributed detailing the area within the Quarry to be used by the contractors.

RESOLVED:

That the Licensing Agreement in relation to the closure of the Porthill Bridge be approved.

54/11
OPEN SPACES ISSUES

(i) Outdoor Space Audit & Place Plan – The Technical Assistant reported on the audit work he had carried out on the entire open space portfolio.  A record had been created for every piece of open space, the details of which would be sent to the individual ward members for comment.  Any work required had been identified and that information had been incorporated in a submission for improvements to the Shrewsbury Place Plan.

RESOLVED:

(i) That the Audit work be noted;
(ii) That all members be requested to submit comments in relation to assets within their Wards;
(iii) That all members be sent a copy of the revised Place Plan information for comment, prior to the information being submitted to Shropshire Council

(ii) Sport England – The Town Clerk reported that the audit had highlighted a number of playing pitches that required improvements.  Working with the Shropshire Sports Partnership officers had prepared a bid to the Sport England Play Pitches Fund for improvements to the Springfield Recreation Ground pitches.  This site had been chosen as (i) it had the greatest need for improvements of any pitch and (ii) it best met the criteria of the fund.  The outcome of the funding application will not be known until the New Year.

(iii) All The Kings Men – The Town Clerk reported that as part of the Technical Assistant’s audit work, a structural fault had been noted in one of the pieces of art on the All the Kings Men Trail.  Councillor Jones reported that the necessary repairs will be funded through Local Joint Committee Funding.

(iv) Draft Interim Planning Guidance on Open Space in New Developments – Members had been circulated a copy of the draft Interim Planning Guidance.  The aim of the guidance was to have a county-wide policy to act as guidance for future developments.  Officers were concerned that Shrewsbury traditionally had high standards of open space, but instead of meeting a high standard a lesser one was being proposed.  Additionally it was felt that in the event any open space was ultimately to be adopted, any discussions of design should be with the organisation agreeing to adopt the land and not with Shropshire Council.

RESOLVED:

That the Town Council’s comments be submitted, taking into account officer concerns.

55/11
SHREWSBURY IN BLOOM

Minutes of the Meetings of 27 September, 18 October and 25 November 2011 – Members considered the minutes of the Shrewsbury in Bloom Group since the last meeting.  The Chairman reported that much of the discussion had focussed on the outcome of the 2011 Bloom Campaign and plans to maintain the high standards and challenge to potentially win the Small City Category and ultimately represent the Heart of England in Britain in Bloom.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Shrewsbury in Bloom meetings held on 27 September, 18 October and 25 November 2011 be accepted and approved.

56/11
MARKETS

(i) Market Traders Liaison Meeting on 18 October 2011 – The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on the recent meeting with the Market Traders, which was as ever a productive meeting.  Members enquired how long the external repairs were likely to take; it was not yet known when the scaffolding would be removed.

(ii) Waiting List – The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported that the pannier stalls were 100% occupied and there was a waiting list of 20 traders wishing stalls.  Members commented on the atmosphere within the market.
(iii) Promotions – The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on recent national coverage with a 4-page feature in the Market Times, the trade magazine of the National Market Traders Federation.  A delegation from the National Association of British Market Authorities was also due to visit.  Councillor Farmer was congratulated for his efforts in raising the profile of the Shrewsbury Market.
(iv) Market of the Year Award – The Town Clerk reported that the Shrewsbury Market Hall would again be entered into the National Market of the Year Awards.  Staff were working hard on preparing a submission that would stand out from the rest.

RESOLVED:

(i) That the minutes of the Market Trader Liaison Meeting held on 18 October 2011 be accepted and approved;

(ii) That the various Markets reports be noted.

57/11
SHROPSHIRE PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION

The Town Clerk reported that she had received promotional material from the Shropshire Playing Fields Association encouraging Parish & Town Councils to join at an annual subscription of £25.00.  Officers remained unclear as to the benefits the Town Council would gain in being a member.  The Deputy Mayor reported on his attendance at the Association’s recent AGM; he believed it wasn’t membership they were seeking but donations to meet the running costs.  Members felt that whilst it did not feel there was a value in the Town Council being in membership, it did not preclude the Association from making an application for funding under the Community Grants Fund.

RESOLVED:

That the invitation to join the Shropshire Playing Fields Association be declined.
