SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

Recreation & Lesiure Committee

Meeting held at Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Wednesday 1 February 2012

PRESENT – Councillors Mrs JM Brennand (Chairman), K Roberts (Vice-Chairman), DS Carroll, I Jones, JMW Kenny, Mrs KM Owen & J Tandy

IN ATTENDANCE – Clive Wright (Area Director Shropshire Council), Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager) &  Mike Cox (Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager)

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT

None received

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 7 December 2011 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 7 December 2011 be approved and signed as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING

Re Min 45/11(i) – Heathgates Roundabout – Councillor Kenny enquired of costings.  The Operations Manager reported on the level of reinstatement work that has been required.  He will look to estimate the annual maintenance costs to compare against the costs of the island in its previous form.
Re Min 45/11(ii) – Golf Course – Councillor Tandy enquired on progress in possibly taking over the Golf Course.  The Town Clerk advised that there was a meeting shortly with the Chief Executive (Shropshire Council) where the matter could be raised.

Re Min 45/11(iii) – Tree Works – Councillor Kenny enquired of costings.  The Operations Manager reported that removal costs were £700.00.  Veolia had provided manpower as part of their community work.  The wood was also auctioned off for charity.

Re Min 49/11 – Hope Church – Councillor Tandy sought an update.  The Town Clerk advised that she had had no further dialogue with Hope Church.

Re Min 51/11 – Transfer of Services – Councillor Tandy sought an update.  The Town Clerk advised that there was nothing further to report.  It was hoped the meeting with the Chief Executive (Shropshire Council) would progress matters.

GENERAL PROGRESS REPORT

Toilets – The Hills Lane facility has finally opened, but the electronic door locking facility is still problematic.  Extending opening did not take place throughout Christmas as the facility was still under refurbishment.  Cover for toilet opening will be looked at but with carrying a number of long-term sickness issues, staff cover was tight.  Members asked that toilet provision be tabled as part of the Medium Term Plan discussions.  The Town Clerk additionally asked that consideration be given to installing sharps boxes in the toilets; the current disposal of drugs paraphernalia was a cause for staff safety.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Members discussed feedback from the installation of new lighting displays for 2011.  General feedback had been good, but the only drawback had been a public expectation that there would be a formal switch-on rather than the format that had been adopted in 2011 and the year before.

Members felt that should finances allow, efforts should be made to expand the lighting provision to Shoplatch, Barker Street and Claremont Street.  The Town Clerk advised that expansion had not been possible due to the scaffolding around the Market Hall; any further expansion would require further investment.  It was understood that discussions were shortly to take place with traders about an appetite for a Business Improvement District or Town Centre Management Partnership; this could be a source for additional support.

Members congratulated the crews that undertook the installation and removal work.  They worked in the early hours and caused no disruption to the traffic flow.  The Town Clerk would pass on the comments to the contractor.

BMX FACILITIES

The Outdoor Recreation & asset Manager reported on the recent survey into BMX Facilities and subsequent public meeting to discuss future provision.  The consensus was that users wished to see expansions to the existing facility at the Sports Village rather than a smaller, less advanced facility elsewhere.  Their current needs could be accommodated with the funding of a half-pipe.  There were aspirations for a larger facility, possibly indoors; it was felt that with the necessary support the Group could aspire to realise that goal.
QUARRY

The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on the planned activities for 2012.  Further dates including two Fun Runs had been added to the list, but the planned Orchestral Concert on the weekend of the Summer Concert was unlikely to go ahead.  Councillor Roberts reported that the resurrection of Teenage Kicks was more certain.
PORTHILL BRIDGE

The Outdoor Recreation & assets Manager advised that there were no further details than those which had previously been reported to Council.  The Contractor had requested permission to site an office in the Quarry in addition to the works compound.  The location had been agreed and licences drawn up.

Discussions were also underway with Sabrina Boat Company regarding the planned ferry; a draft agreement had been sent to the operator, who has since requested greater flexibility n opening times.  Members were happy with operating times between 7.00am – 8.00pm.
