SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

Meeting of Council

Held at the Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 6.00pm on Monday 30 January 2012

PRESENT

Councillors JA Durnell (Mayor), K Roberts (Deputy Mayor), P Adams, Mrs JM Brennand, DS Carroll, DS Farmer, I Jones, JMW Kenny, Mrs KM Owen, P Nutting, J Tandy & ARH Townsend.
IN ATTENDANCE 

Reverend Prebendary Mark Thomas; Clive Wright (Area Director – Shropshire Council); Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Andy Watkin (Responsible Financial Officer) & Mike Cox (Outdoor Asset & Recreations Manager); Cllr Bannerman (Shropshire Councillor for Quarry & Coton Hill); 1 member of the press and 1 member of the public.

APOLOGIES

Councillors Mrs A Chebsey, AN Mosley, MT Price & A Wagner.
PRAYERS

Prayers were said by Reverend Prebendary Mark Thomas.
69/11
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

All twin-hatted members of the Town Council declared a personal interest in any matters relating to Shropshire Council

70/11
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 28 November 2011 were submitted as circulated and read.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 28 November 2011 be approved and signed as a correct record.

71/11
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Details of the Mayor & Deputy Mayor’s activities throughout December and January were circulated for members’ information.  The Mayor reported that the public interest in the Shrewsbury Mayoralty continued to grow.  He reported on his Charity Lock-up at Shrewsbury Police Station on 27/28 February.

72/11
TOWN CLERK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) Casual Vacancy – The Town Clerk reported that the Mayor had received a letter of resignation from Councillor Mrs J Jones; she had also resigned from Shropshire Council.  Notices of the Casual Vacancy had now been posted and in the event that a By-Election is requested the Polling Date would be 1 March 2012.
(ii) Shrewsbury Market Hall – The Town Clerk reported that the Shrewsbury Market Hall had won the Best Local Council Market of the Year Award by the National Association of Local Councils.  The Mayor congratulated all staff involved in the management of the Market Hall.  Members concurred that the tone and vibrancy of the Market Hall had changed significantly over the last year and it was a pleasure to visit.
73/11
PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None received

74/11
MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

None received

75/11
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 
5 DECEMBER 2011

Re Min 57/11 – Budget – Councillor Jones questioned the accuracy of the minutes as the budget was not reflected in percentage terms within the minutes.  The Town Clerk advised that the budget was prepared annually as a monetary account of the expenditure required to enable the Council to discharge its functions and was not set as a percentage increase on any previous budget.  

It was proposed by Councillor Nutting, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 5 December 2011 be received and accepted.

76/11
FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 
9 JANUARY 2012 

Re Min 72/11 – Medium Term Financial Plan – Councillor Nutting reported that a special meeting of council has been scheduled to discuss the Council’s Medium Term Financial Plan and its contribution to Place Plan.  He felt that this would be an important meeting for all Councillors to attend and contribute to.  He urged all members to consider what initiatives they would like to see in their respective wards so that these could be factored into future planning..

It was proposed by Councillor Nutting, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 9 January 2012 be received and accepted.

77/11
PLANNING COMMITTEE – 13 DECEMBER 2011 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Brennand, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 13 December 2011 be received and accepted
78/11
PLANNING COMMITTEE – 3 January 2012

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Brennand, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 3 January 2012 be received and accepted

79/11
PLANNING COMMITTEE – 24 January 2012 

Members discussed the agenda format of Planning Committee Meetings and made the following suggestions:

(i) That issues such as traffic orders be considered ahead of the planning list to ensure that significant weight and ultimately discussion takes place;

(ii) That a schedule is prepared of applications where a contrary view is taken between the Town Council’s comment and the ultimate planning decision; this would not only act as an information source but also be a tool for training for members.
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Brennand, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 24 January 2012 be received and accepted

80/11
RECREATION & LEISURE COMMITTEE – 7 DECEMBER 2011 
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Brennand, seconded and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Recreation & Leisure Committee meeting held on 7 December 2011 be received and accepted

81/11
BUDGET 2012/13

The Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee presented the budget and precept proposals for the financial year 2012/13 as recommended by the Committee at its meeting on 5 December 2012.  A draft press release had also been circulated which provided a better understanding of the Council’s budget to members of the press and public.

Councillor Jones objected to the budget set, arguing that it was misleading to members of the public and it went against the grain of the Secretary of State’s announcement that all Councils should set a neutral budget.

The Chairman reported that the Town Council had been created with an artificially low precept, to maintain equity between the outgoing County/Borough tax against the incoming Unitary/Town tax.  There was an expectation that the Town Council precept would need to rise significantly on an annual basis to address the diminishing subsidy received from Shropshire Council.  The proposed increase fell below that rate.

It was proposed by Councillor Jones, seconded and subsequently voted against:

That the Town Council set a budget based upon a 3.5% increase on the precept set in 2011/12.

RESOLVED:

(i) That a budget of £3,436,212 be set for the financial year 2012/13;

(ii) That a precept of £949,575 (equivalent to a Band D Rate of £39.89) be levied on the ratepayers of the Town of Shrewsbury for the financial year 2012/13;

(iii) That Shropshire Council be notified of the precept requirement to be incorporated in the forthcoming Council Tax demands

82/11
BUTCHER ROW TOILETS

The Town Clerk presented amended plans to the Butcher Row Toilet refurbishment scheme, following the deferral on decision by the Central Planning Committee and subsequent discussions with the architect.  The amended plans reflect the Central Planning Committee’s wish to retain the Robinia Tree and remove the Canopy.  The architects had also removed the information point and increased the toilet provision, whilst still retaining the façade from Butcher Row to act as an external information point.

The architects had met with the Conservation Officer who was happy to promote the scheme, seeing the development providing a clean and clear contrast between it and the neighbouring listed buildings.  The architects had already met with the Civic Society and had arranged a meeting with the joint Chairs of the Town Centre Residents Association.
Members were supportive of the clean-cut lines and its simplicity in design which would not detract from the more complex buildings architecturally elsewhere within the vicinity.  Additionally members wee supportive of the development of the seating area around the Robinia tree and made reference to the public’s former use of the seating area around a tree at Mardol Head prior to its removal and the subsequent installation of public art.

RESOLVED: 

(i) That the amended plans be approved;

(ii) That the architect be requested to withdraw the existing plans and submit the amended plans to the Planning Authority for consideration.
83/11
PORTHILL BRIDGE

The Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager reported on the plans to close the Porthill Footbridge for major refurbishment works.  The Contractors were due on site from 6 February to commence netting the bridge ahead of the nesting season.  The Contractors would prepare the Quarry Compound from 5 March 2012 with the bridge being closed to the public from 12 March 2012.  It is hoped that the Bridge would be open to the public some time in July.

The Town Clerk reported on the proposals by the Boat House public house to operate a ferry between its Beer Garden and the Pontoon on the Quarry side.  There would be a charge of 50p per journey to offset some of the running costs.  It was reported that Shropshire Council had set aside £10,000 to underwrite an element of the risk of the proposal.  The Boat House was seeking £1,500 of support from the Town Council also.

Members felt their primary concern was the Quarry and keeping the facility as open and accessible to all during the closure of the bridge; this was a unique situation and whilst there would be inconvenience, the refurbishment was necessary for the long-term future of the bridge.  Additionally because of these unique circumstances any support of this commercial venture should not be seen as a precedent that the Town Council would provide similar support in the future.
RESOLVED: That a sum of £1,500 be set aside to be released upon the conclusion of the project and only subject to Officer’s satisfaction in terms of financial accountability and statutory responsibilities under Health and Safety.

84/11
OLYMPIC TORCH

The Town Clerk provided a brief update on the behind the scenes work on preparations to receive the Olympic Torch on 30 May 2012.  Officers have been in attendance at strategic and operational meetings and the event will see both Shropshire Council and Shrewsbury Town Council working together to ensure the smooth transit of the Torch through Shrewsbury.

The Deputy Mayor detailed his ideas for a Mayoral Welcome of the Torch.  It would require both himself as future Mayor and the Deputy Mayor to work together to facilitate a civic event worthy of the occasion.

The Town Clerk reported on the initiative of the Shrewsbury in Bloom Group to purchase flags for the Christmas Tree brackets throughout the town.  The Town Council was also likely to incur other costs, not least the Mayoral Event that would need to be funded beyond the existing budgets.
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be delegated authority to authorise appropriate budgetary spend in discussion with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

85/11
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

It was proposed by Councillor Nutting, seconded and

RESOLVED: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the items to be considered involve the likely disclosure of confidential information.
86/11
LIVESTOCK MARKET

(i) Commission Levels - The Town Clerk made reference to the decisions of the Finance & General Purposes Committee in relation to proposals for a more streamlined commission fee for the Livestock Market.  This had been forwarded to Auctioneers, who in turn had presented further details and alternative proposals.  Members considered those proposals.
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be authorised to conclude negotiations with the Auctioneers on the basis of a consensus between the two proposals.

(ii) Land Issues – The Town Clerk detailed a number of land transactions between Shropshire Council and the Auctioneers relating to land which falls within the curtilage of the lease agreement. 

RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports the proposed land transactions between Shropshire Council and the Auctioneers.

87/11
TRANSFER OF SERVICES

The Chairman of Finance & General Purposes made reference to recent discussions on Transfer of Services between Shropshire Council and the Town Council as discussed at a recent Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting.  He felt it was time to request a meeting with the Leader & Chief Executive to discuss progress following previous agreement on a number of areas.
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk be asked to seek a meeting between the Chief Executive and Leader of Shropshire Council and the Mayor, Leader & Town Clerk of Shrewsbury Town Council.
