SHREWSBURY TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Meeting held at the Guildhall, Frankwell Quay, Shrewsbury

At 7.00pm on Thursday 28 April 2011

PRESENT Councillor Mrs KM Owen (Mayor), T Durnell (Deputy Mayor), P Adams, Mrs JM Brennand, DS Carroll, DS Farmer, P Nutting, MT Price, K Roberts & A Wagner

IN ATTENDANCE Helen Ball (Town Clerk), Gary Farmer (Operations Manager), Mike Cox (Outdoor Recreation & Assets Manager), Andy Watkin (Responsible Financial Officer), Gill Jones (Community Action Team Manager – Shropshire Council); 13 residents and 1 member of the press

1/11
MAYOR’S WELCOME

The Mayor welcomed those present to the Annual Town Meeting of the Parish of Shrewsbury.  She advised that the purpose of the meeting was to provide residents of the Parish of Shrewsbury an opportunity to raise any matters of interest or concern to the Town Council.  The minutes of the meeting would be presented to the Town Council for its consideration.

2/11
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 15 April 2010 were circulated as read.

It was proposed by Councillor Durnell, seconded by Councillor Nutting and

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 15 April 2010 be approved and signed as a correct record.

3/11
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST TOWN MEETING

(i) Re Min 6/10 – Butcher Row Toilets – The Town Council was currently looking to refurbish the toilets providing modern, disabled compliant toilets and a designated meeting space.  The draft plans were shared with the meeting.  It was reported that the Architect was due to attend a Council meeting in early May at which plans will be agreed and planning permission sought.
(ii) Re Min 7/10 – Pigeons – The problem with pigeons was raised with the Environmental Health Officers and it is understood a proposal for the reduction of pigeons is part of the Shrewsbury Place Plan.  The Town Warden was monitoring the situation and was discouraging residents from feeding them.

(iii) Re Min 9/10 - Security of the Market Hall – The Town Council has extended the working time of staff to ensure coverage whilst the building is open to the public.  It has also invested in new doors and has been working with the Market Hall Manager to ensure a good relationship between her staff and Town Council staff.

(iv) Re Min10/10 – Cleanliness of the Shuts – Whilst the cleanliness of the highway does not fall within the remit of the Town Council, it maintains good working relationships with Shropshire Council’s Environmental Maintenance Team which ensures that any areas seen by the Town Council in need of cleaning are done so quickly and efficiently.

(v) Re Min 11/10 – Car Parking Strategy – The Town Council had fed the concerns of residents regarding charging up to 8pm into the recent review of car parking across Shropshire, the result of which was that the charging period had reduced to 6.00pm.

(vi) Re Min 12/10 – Air Quality Management – The Town Council had forwarded the concerns of residents to the Highways Engineers who were monitoring the air quality levels throughout the town. 

4/11
OVERVIEW

The Town Clerk gave an overview of the work of the Town Council since last year’s Annual Town Meeting, focusing on the responsibilities of the Town Council, the work of the Town Councillors and specifically the Mayor, the challenges it has faced and its future plans moving forward.

Councillor Nutting, Leader of the Town Council wished to place on record his thanks to the officer team who have carried out their role and duties in a professional manner, always in the best interests of the town.

Councillor Nutting encouraged residents and community organisations to submit any project ideas to the Town Council for consideration.
5/11
ACCESS TO THE GUILDHALL

Mr Turner, a resident of the Parish of Bayston Hill, reported on problems in using the lift into the Guildhall being a sufferer of osteoarthritis.  Councillor Nutting advised that during construction of the Guildhall, Building Regulations did not allow for a fully electric lift as the ground floor lies on the flood plain.  The matter would be raised with Shropshire Council, as owners of the building to establish whether anything can be done to the mechanics of the lift to facilitate usage by those with dexterity problems.

6/11
WAKEMAN SCHOOL

Mr Turner, a resident of the Parish of Bayston Hill asked whether the Town Council would be relocating to the Wakeman School Building following decisions to close the school.  Mr Turner was advised that the Town Council was merely a consultee in the recent Consultation exercise and despite reluctantly accepting the school should close, members asked that the building remain in educational use, therefore thee were no plans for the Town Council to relocate there.
7/11
VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGNS

Mrs Thornes, a resident of the Quarry & Coton Hill Ward asked why the installation of Vehicle Activated Signs should be the responsibility of the Town Council.  Mrs Thornes was advised that Shropshire Council had adopted a policy on the use of Vehicle Activated Signs and where funds allowed would only install equipment where there was a proven speed problem.  Many of the areas that the Town Council was looking into fell out with the Policy of Shropshire Council.

8/11
FLOODING 

Mr Connor, a resident of the Quarry & Coton Hill Ward, asked that the Town Council take more of an active role in the management of flooding throughout the town.  Recent flooding incidents gave the impression that the town was closed for business and during these trying economic times this was proving difficult for local traders.  Mr Connor was advised that there was clearly a role for Shropshire Council and the Environment Agency for the management of flooding, both organisations playing an important role in the various Flood Forums across the county.  The role that the Town Council could play would be discussed at a future Council meeting.
9/11
ACCESS THROUGH THE QUARRY

Mr Marshall, a resident of Porthill asked why his mother had been denied access through the Quarry during last year’s concert and that the Bylaws should be in place to prevent restrictions of access.  Mr Marshall was advised that whilst there were no formal rights of way through the Quarry, the promoters of events were encouraged to escort the public through the site where reasonable.
10/11
NEXT MEETING

Thursday 26 April 2012 at 6.00pm
